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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 

DATE: November 21, 2013 

TO: Senator Justin Jones, Chair, and Members of the Legislative Committee on 

Health Care 

FROM: Marsheilah D. Lyons, Supervising Principal Research Analyst, Research Division  

SUBJECT: Activities and Responsibilities of the Legislative Committee on Health Care 

 

Following is a brief overview of the activities and responsibilities of the Legislative 

Committee on Health Care (LCHC).  This document coincides with Agenda Item Number III 

for the November 21, 2013, meeting of the LCHC.   

 

 

HISTORY AND RESPONSIBILITY OF 

THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE 

 

The primary responsibilities of the LCHC are established pursuant to Nevada Revised Statutes 

(NRS) 439B.220 through 439B.240.  These responsibilities include reviewing and evaluating 

the quality and effectiveness of programs for the prevention of illness, reviewing and 

comparing the costs of medical care among communities in Nevada with similar communities 

in other states, and analyzing the overall system of medical care in the State.  In addition, 

members strive to avoid duplication of services and achieve the most efficient use of all 

available resources.  The LCHC also may review health insurance issues, and may examine 

hospital-related issues, medical malpractice issues, and the health education system.  

Additionally, pursuant to NRS 439B.225, the LCHC is responsible for reviewing certain health 

care regulations.  

 

As a brief history, the LCHC was established in 1987 to address escalating health care costs.  

Since that time, the LCHC has addressed a variety of issues including health care 

cost containment, access to care for the uninsured, Medicaid, managed care, the rural health 

delivery system, public health preparedness, and a host of other health-related issues.   
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MANDATED REPORTS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

In addition to the statutory requirements previously indicated, certain entities are required to 

submit reports to the LCHC.  A list of all of the reports that have been submitted during 

2011-2013 is available on the Nevada Legislature’s website, Reports Submitted to the Nevada 

Legislature Page.   
 

 

OTHER ISSUES FOR THE 2013-2014 INTERIM 

The 2013 Legislature also passed the following pieces of legislation, which direct the 

Committee to review certain issues and reports: 

 

1. Child abuse or neglect, review of laws, duties, AB 155 

 

This bill requires the Legislative Committee on Health Care to review, after each 

regular session, any chapter added to title 39, 40 or 54 of NRS that authorizes or 

requires the issuance of a license, permit or certificate to a person who provides any 

service related to health care to determine if the person should be required to report the 

abuse or neglect of a child.  The Committee is required to prepare and submit to the 

Legislature a report concerning its findings, and must include any recommended 

legislation. 

 

2. Federally qualified health centers, duties, SB 448 

 

This bill instructs the Legislative Committee on Health Care to consider methods to 

promote federally qualified health centers and rural health clinics as part of its review 

of health care during the 2013-2015 legislative interim and to submit a report to the 

next session of the Legislature with any recommendations for legislation. 

 

3. Fraud under Medicaid or Children's Health Insurance Program, duties, AB 221 

 

The Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) is required to issue a request 

for information to determine the availability and cost of technology, data verification 

and resources to assist the Department in reducing waste, fraud and abuse under 

Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program.  The Director is required to 

review the responses to the request for information and to submit a report of the 

responses to the Legislative Committee on Health Care.  The Legislative Committee on 

Health Care is required to consider the report and make any appropriate 

recommendations to DHHS. 

 

4. Newborns with congenital heart disease, study, duties, SB 92 

 

The Health Division is authorized to facilitate the study of certain information related to 

pulse oximetry screening.  If a study is conducted, the Division is required to submit a 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Library/Documents/ReportsToLeg/
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Library/Documents/ReportsToLeg/
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/77th2013/Reports/history.cfm?billname=AB155
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/77th2013/Reports/history.cfm?billname=SB448
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/77th2013/Reports/history.cfm?billname=AB221
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/77th2013/Reports/history.cfm?billname=SB92
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report containing the results of the study to the Legislative Committee on Health Care 

and the Legislative Commission.  The Legislative Committee on Health Care is required 

to use the report to formulate recommendations concerning the implementation of 

certain pulse oximetry screening requirements. 

 

5. Dental and health insurance issues, SB 318 

 

The Commissioner of Insurance is required to conduct a study concerning claims, 

coverage and payments under policies of dental and health insurance and report back to 

the Legislative Committee on Health Care.  
 

 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 
 

The Research Division is available to assist the Committee and its members on any issue 

related to matters before the Committee.  In addition, the Research Division provides 

information and assistance on a confidential basis to individual members of the Legislature, on 

any topic. 

 

The Research Division is located on the first floor of the Sedway Office Building (telephone:  

775/684-6825) and also maintains an office in Room 1122 of the Legislative Building.  

Please do not hesitate to ask for assistance.  You may also contact me via electronic mail at 

mlyons@lcb.state.nv.us. 

 

 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/77th2013/Reports/history.cfm?billname=SB318
mailto:mlyons@lcb.state.nv.us
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

The following section provides information about key State, county, local, and various 

nonprofit organizations that frequently appear before the Legislative Committee on Health 

Care.  The list is not intended to be exhaustive. 

 

More detailed information on State and local government agencies is available through the Directory 

of State and Local Government, which is available at the back of the 2013 Nevada Legislative 

Manual and online at http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Publications/index.cfm.  

 

 

Department of Health and Human Services 

 

 
Director’s Office 

Michael J. Willden, Director 

Telephone…………….775/684-4000 

Fax…………………….775/684-4010 

E-mail………………….nvdhhs@dhhs.nv.gov 

Website……………….. http://dhhs.nv.gov/ 

 

 

Aging and Disability Services Division 
Jane Gruner, Administrator 

Telephone .......................... 775/687-4210 

Fax .................................. 775/687-0574 

Website .................. http://aging.state.nv.us 
 

 

Division of Child and Family Services 

Amber Howell, Administrator 

Telephone .......................... 775/684-4400 

Fax .................................. 775/684-4455 

Website .......... http://www.dcfs.state.nv.us/ 

 
 

 

Division of Public and Behavioral Health  

Richard R. Whitley, M.S., Administrator 

Tracey Green, M.D., State Health Officer 
Telephone………………………775/684-4200 

Fax……………………………..775/684-4211 

Website………………..http://health.nv.gov 

 

 

Division of Health Care Financing and 

Policy 
Laurie Squartsoff, Administrator 

Telephone .......................... 775/684-3676 

Fax .................................. 775/687-3893 

 

 

Division of Welfare and Supportive 

Services 

Michael McMahon, Ph.D., Administrator 

Telephone ............................. 775/684-0500 

Fax ..................................... 775/684-0646 

 

 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Publications/index.cfm
mailto:nvdhhs@dhhs.nv.gov
http://dhhs.nv.gov/
http://aging.state.nv.us/
http://www.dcfs.state.nv.us/
http://health.nv.gov/
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Office for Consumer Health Assistance 

Rose Park, Director 

Las Vegas .......................... 702/486-3587 

Fax .................................. 702/486-3586 

Toll Free ........................... 888/333-1597  

Website ................ http://govcha.state.nv.us 

 

 

 

 

Office of Suicide Prevention 

Misty Vaughan Allen, M.A., State Suicide 

Prevention Coordinator 

Reno .................... 775/688-2964, Ext. 249 

Las Vegas .......................... 702/486-8225 

 

Office of the State Public Defender 

Diane R. Crow, J.D., State Public Defender 

Telephone .......................... 775/687-4880 

Fax .................................. 775/687-4993 

 

 

Department of Business and Industry 

 

Director’s Office 

Bruce Breslow, Director 

Telephone .......................... 775/684-2999 

Fax .................................. 775/684-2998 

Website .................. http://business.nv.gov 

 

Division of Insurance  

Scott J. Kipper, Commissioner of Insurance 

Telephone .......................... 775/687-0771 

Fax .................................. 775/687-0788 

Website .......................... www.doi.nv.gov 

 

 

Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation 

 
 

Director’s Office 

Frank Woodbeck, Director 

Telephone .......................... 775/684-3849 

Fax .................................. 775/684-3850 

Website .......................... www.nvdetr.org 

 

Rehabilitation Division 

Shelley Hendren, Administrator 

Telephone .......................... 775/684-4040 

Fax .................................. 775/684-4184 

Website…………….http://www.nvdetr.org/Rehab%20pages/rehab.htm 

 

 

http://govcha.state.nv.us/
http://business.nv.gov/
http://www.doi.nv.gov/
http://www.nvdetr.org/
http://www.nvdetr.org/Rehab%20pages/rehab.htm
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State Boards 

 
 

Board of Dental Examiners of Nevada 
Debra Shaffer, Executive Director 

Telephone .......................... 702/486-7044 

Toll Free ........................... 800/337-3926 

Fax .................................. 702/486-7046 

Website ............ www.nvdentalboard.nv.gov 
 

Board of Medical Examiners 
Douglas C. Cooper, Executive Director 

Reno Telephone ................... 775/688-2559 

From Las Vegas .................. 888/890-8210 

Fax .................................. 775/688-2321 

Website ................... http://medboard.nv.gov 

 

Board of Osteopathic Medicine 

Barbara Longo, Executive Director 

Telephone .......................... 702/732-2147 

Toll Free ............................ 877/325-7828 

Fax ....................................... 702/732-2079 

Website ............................. http://bom.nv.gov 
 

 

State Board of Nursing 

Debra Scott, M.S.N., R.N., A.P.N., F.R.E., 

Executive Director 

Telephone .......................... 775/687-7700 

Toll free ............................ 800/590-6726 

Fax .................................. 775/687-7707 

Website .......... http://nevadanursingboard.org/ 
 

State Board of Pharmacy 
Larry L. Pinson, Executive Secretary 

Telephone .......................... 775/850-1440 

Toll Free ........................... 888/364-2081 

Fax .................................. 775/850-1444 

Website ........................... http://bop.nv.gov 

Counties 

 

 

Clark County 

Sabra Smith-Newby, Director of Administrative 

Services 

Telephone .......................... 702/455-3530 

Cell ................................. 702/845-9407 

Website www.clarkcountynv.gov/depts/admin_services. 

 

Southern Nevada Health District 

Joseph Iser, M.D. DrPH, MSc, Chief Health 

Officer 

Telephone .......................... 702/759-1201 
Website…. http://www.southernnevadahealthdistrict.org/ 

 

 

Clark County Social Service 

Tim Burch, Director 

Telephone .......................... 702/455-4270 

Fax .................................. 702/455-5950 

 www.accessclarkcounty.com/depts/social_service 
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Washoe County 

Washoe County Social Services 

Kevin Schiller, L.S.W., Director 

Telephone .......................... 775/785-8600 

Fax .................................. 775/785-5640 

E-mail .............. kschiller@washoecounty.us 

Website ......... www.washoecounty.us/SocSrv 

 

Washoe County Management Services 

Division 

John Slaughter, County Manager/Government 

Affairs Program Coordinator 

Telephone .......................... 775/328-3607 

Cell .................................. 775/391-9399 

E-mail ............ jslaughter@washoecounty.us 

 

Washoe County Health District  

 Kevin Dick, District Health Officer 

Telephone .......................... 775/328-2416 

Fax .................................. 775/328-2279 

Website .......... www.washoecounty.us/health 

 

 

http://www.nvdentalboard.nv.gov/
http://medboard.nv.gov/
http://bom.nv.gov/
http://nevadanursingboard.org/
http://bop.nv.gov/
http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/depts/admin_services
http://www.southernnevadahealthdistrict.org/
http://www.accessclarkcounty.com/depts/social_service
mailto:kschiller@washoecounty.us
http://www.washoecounty.us/SocSrv
mailto:jslaughter@washoecounty.us
http://www.washoecounty.us/health
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Washoe County Senior Services  

Grady Tarbutton, Director 

Telephone .......................... 775/328-2575 

Fax .................................. 775/328-6192 

Website… http://www.washoecounty.us/seniorsrv 

 

Washoe County Senior Law Project 

Telephone .......................... 775/328-2592 

Fax .................................. 775/328-6193 
http://www.washoecounty.us/index/display_outreach.html

~details=11097 

Washoe Legal Services 

Jon Sasser, Statewide Advocacy Coordinator 

Telephone .......................... 775-785-5722 

E-mail ....... jsasser@washoelegalservices.org  

Fax .................................. 775/324-5509 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Interest Groups 

 
 

AARP Nevada State Office 

Carla Sloan, AARP Nevada State Director 

Direct telephone .................. 702/938-3232 

E-mail ........................... csloan@aarp.org 

Fax .................................. 702/938-3225 

Website .................... www.aarp.org/states/nv 
 

Great Basin Primary Care Association 

Nancy Hook, Executive Director 

Telephone .............. 775/887-0417, Ext. 101 

Fax .................................. 775/887-3562 

E-mail ........................ ryuhos@gbpca.org 

Website ........................... www.gbpca.org 
 

Nevada Dental Association 

Robert H. Talley, D.D.S., Executive Director 

Telephone .......................... 702/255-4211 

Toll Free ........................... 800/962-6710 

Fax .................................. 702/255-3302 

E-mail .......................... nda@lasvegas.net 

Website ............................ www.nvda.org 
 

Nevada Disability, Advocacy and Law Center 

Jack Mayes, Executive Director 

Northern Office 

Telephone .......................... 775/333-7878 

Fax .................................. 775/788-7825 

Toll Free ........................... 800/992-5715 

E-mail ............................ jack@ndalc.org 

Website ........................... www.ndalc.org 
 

Southern Office 

Telephone .......................... 702/257-8150 

Fax .................................. 702/257-8170 

Toll Free ........................... 888/349-3843 

E-mail ........................ ndalc@ndalclv.org 

Website ........................... www.ndalc.org 
 

 

Nevada Parents Encouraging Parents (PEP) 

Karen Taycher, Executive Director 

Telephone .......................... 702/388-8899 

Fax .................................. 702/388-2966 

Statewide Number ................ 800/216-5188 

E-mail .................... KTaycher@nvpep.org 

Website .......................... www.nvpep.org 
 

 

Nevada Health Care Association 

Daniel Mathis, President/CEO 

Telephone .......................... 866/307-0942 

Fax .................................. 702/434-3974 

E-mail ......................... daniel@nvhca.org 

Website .......................... www.nvhca.org 
 

Nevada Health Centers, Inc. 

Walter Davis, Chief Executive Officer 

Telephone ............ 775/887-1590, Ext. 1114 

Fax .................................. 775/887-7047 

Toll free ............................ 800/787-2568 

Website ........................... www.nvrhc.org 

 

Nevada Hospital Association 

Bill Welch, President and Corporate Executive 

Officer 

Telephone .......................... 775/827-0184 

Fax .................................. 775/827-0190 

E-mail .............................. bill@nvha.net 
 

Nevada Rural Hospital Partners 

Joan Hall, President 

Telephone ......................... 775/827-4770 

Fax .................................. 775/827-0939 

E-mail ............................. joan@nrhp.org 

Website ............................ www.nrhp.org 

 

http://www.washoecounty.us/seniorsrv
http://www.washoecounty.us/index/display_outreach.html~details=11097
http://www.washoecounty.us/index/display_outreach.html~details=11097
http://www.aarp.org/states/nv
http://www.gbpca.org/
http://www.nvda.org/
http://www.ndalc.org/
http://www.ndalc.org/
http://www.nvpep.org/
http://www.nvhca.org/
http://www.nvrhc.org/
mailto:bill@nvha.net
http://www.nrhp.org/
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Nevada State Medical Association 

Lawrence P. Matheis, Executive Director 

Reno ................................ 775/825-6788 

Fax .................................. 775/825-3202 

Las Vegas .......................... 702/798-6711 

Fax .................................. 702/736-0958 

E-mail .................... csmith@nsmadocs.org 

Website ...................... www.nsmadocs.org 
 

Opportunity Village 

Ed Guthrie, Executive Director 

Telephone ............................. 702/259-3700 

Fax .................................... 702/ 259-3735 

E-mail ............ guthrie@opportunityvillage.org 

Website............... www.opportunityvillage.org 
 

Planned Parenthood (PP) 

Nevada Advocates for PP Affiliates  

Elisa Cafferata, President and Chief Executive 

Officer 

Telephone .......................... 775/412-2087 

E-mail ............... info@nevadaadvocates.org 

Website ............. http://nevadaadvocates.org/ 
 

PP Mar Monte (Northern Nevada) 

Patty Elzy, Director of Public Affairs 

Telephone .......................... 775/321-8711 

Fax .................................. 775/688-5599 

Website ................... www.ppmarmonte.org 
 

 

 

Planned Parenthood of Southern Nevada 

Annette Magnus, Public Affairs Coordinator 

Telephone .............. 702/878-3622, Ext. 203 

Fax .................................. 702/878-7078 

Website ........................... www.pprm.org 
 

Retired Public Employees of Nevada 

Martin Bibb, Executive Director 

Telephone .......................... 775/882-7832 

Fax .................................. 775/882-6732 

E-mail ............................. info@rpen.org 

Website ............................ www.rpen.org 
 

Health Services Coalition and HEREIU  

Welfare Fund (Hotel Employees and 

Restaurant Employees International Union)  

Bobbette Bond 

Telephone .......................... 702/691-5603 

E-mail: bbond@nvhealthcarepolicygroup.org 
 

SEIU Nevada (Service Employees 

International Union) 

Martin Bassick, President  

Telephone .......................... 702/386-8849 

Fax .................................. 702/386-4883 

E-mail ..................... mbassick@seiunv.org 

Website .......................... www.seiunv.org  
 

Nevada Nurses Association 

Betty Razor, Legislative Co-Chair 

Telephone .......................... 775/841-2208 

Fax .................................. 775/841-2219 

E-mail .................... etbetty@sbcglobal.net 

Website ....................... www.nvnurses.org 
 

High Sierra Industries (HSI) 

LaVonne Brooks, Chief Executive 

Officer/President 

Telephone .............. 775/829-7400, Ext. 101 
 

Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada 

Bob Fulkerson, State Director 

Telephone .......................... 775/348-7557 

Fax .................................. 775/348-7707 

E-mail ............... bfulkerson@planevada.org

 

MDL/av:M01.HealthCare.2013 
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