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Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Certification & the Nevada State Board of‘Nur;sing;
Victi,ms‘ofCrime‘Subc.ommitte_e S R
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At Lthe request of General Masto during the May 2012 Victims of Crime SdbcommittéeMef_égiﬁg: L d R
the following information has been compiled for possible address. H o

Acronyms Defined

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE): Collect forensic evidence through the use of an evidenicé'collection Kit -
when a sexual assault is reported. ' ‘ - ’

SANE-A: Certification obtained by SANE who have passed the National Cértification exam provided by the "
International Association of Forensic Nurses (IAFN). Nevada is the only state requiring this certification beforea -
nurse is allowed to conduct the forensic exam. *-A designates Adult/Adolescent ‘ ; R
Note: Advanced Practice Nurses (Nurse Practitioners) and Physicians can perform the éxams without the SANE:A
certification. However, many of the q ualified professionals do not have the interest or desire-to pé'r‘fcffh the'exams ..
while many professionals with the interest are prevented from conducting forensic exams due-to th@ﬁi[sﬁ?dt‘(‘ﬁh, m -
“ SANE-A Certification requirements and the Nevada Board of Nursing Requirements. : o
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The Issue: - : . A o
Nevada has a shortage of Sexual Assault Nursé Examiners (SANES) to collect forensic evidenceuponrepoit ofa |
sexual assault. Because we are not the authoritative entities, it is difficult to ascertain héw de‘ep]y;ivi'fcl'tims and .
communities are impacted by having so few nurses, espécially in rural areas where victims. méy[bé«-tnaq_‘spoﬁted.tb
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the exam location by law enforcement, and how it might play a role in Nevada's VAWA compliance. S

To our knowledge, there are 6.5 practicing SANE-A certified nurses (5in Washoe County; 1.5 in Clark County) yet,
according to the Uniform Crime Report in 2010, 956 sexual assaults were reported in Nevada, less:than the '
previous four years. This extreme imbalance between the number of assaults and SANE:As is then complicated-byr -
the all too often predicament faced by vietims, especially in rural and frontier communities; whoareiforced to

travel long distances to access these nurses. BT o

eas th ortage:; : : S '
" As with any issue, a combination of factors has likely lead to the problem: Among the: most ptomingnt complicating
factors is the Nevada State Board of Nu rsing’s decision, effective January 1, 2005, which established evidericé :
collection as an advanced practice and thereafter, requires nurses to obtain the SANE-A certification.through IAEN.
The original language of this decision is-attached for your reference. ‘ -

.

‘We cannot fill the vacancies, regardless of expressed interest by qualifying nuises, dueé to current certification
requirements. With IAFN fequiring a physician or practicing SANE-A to signify the trainee has dénonstrated;
proficiency in conducting exams while the Nevada State Board of Nursing requires train‘if)g‘ nurses to holi their
certification before performing these exams, there is a gridlock. . : A

Moreover, when working in an area with minifnal reports filed and-forensic exams requested, it is onerous fora
nurse to be supervised by an expert, especially if there is not one in that area-which is C()hjm"o,hl;)’f/’at..‘h‘e-’vér}',;:ﬁ'egsq,n ',
the nurse may be training to serve that functioh. More succinctly, this nurse may be the only professionalin the.
surrounding 100 miles or more willing and able to conduct these examinations: For this nfuris"‘e“bé'sﬁb‘eﬁviﬁed;i;?yéfr.,f _
thetime frame required, she would havé to donate time to be on-call with 4 busier prograim, without guarantee'ofa -
single exam in all the days she awaits. . o oo s
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I: urthermorc the ﬁnancnal nnpact can be quite incredible. Lonsnden the followmg burden placed onto the: tralmng :
nurse: S
1. Lodging while away frori home
2. Additional family/household costs due to the trainees’ ahsences
3. Waiting, without pay, to be dispatched to a sexual assault exam. Dcpcndmg on the crime rate, multlplc
and even consecutive periods without reported sexual assaults could be- likely. In thiscircumstance; nunses
could spend immeasurable amotints of money and time without achieving necessary pr acticum-hours' to
complete the certification. .

v

[fthe nurse is volunteering with'a community or county program there are additional comphcatnons such as:
1. Apossible attempt at performance without a contract with the governing body (such as the'DA's Ofﬁce

in Washoe County) which may require the nurse is certified and qualified before allow_mg any contact
with victims of sexual assault . _

2. The training nurse may not be able to conduct the exam for training purposes creating another
imniovable barrier

3. Credibility or consistency issues if the trainee’s name appears or does not appear on the chart

4. Possible legal ramifications due to the above burdens and complications

These consequences of the decision may have been unintended yet still serve as unnecessary roadblocks between
potential nurses and the SANE-A certification. Please note: the current requirement of the Nevada State Board of
 Nursing is unlike any other state requirement. '

Desired Change:
At this time, we feel Nevada would benefit from the Nevada State Board of Nursing adopting a leasonable standal d
of practice allowing training SANE-A nurses to:

1. Complete a full program’of an acceptable course of study

2. Conduct forensic éxaminations*, learning the law and developing proficiency

3. Receive a certificate of completion, with the supulauon that the SANE-A certification exammust be
passed within a set Um(, (1 year, 18 months, 2 years, whichever is deemed appropriate).

* Il the nurse demonstratec ability within 2-3 supervised exams, they would then be allowed.to- perfmm‘ exams

with. chart/photo peer-review, until completmg and passing the national test. The newly certified SANE would o
then have the option of continuing a peer evaluation, or contr acting with-a program to evaluate charts/photos in
order to maintain proof of competency: This would also be a reinforcement of ability if this, nurse goes- to court.

Fortunately, the Nursing Board has the power to approve this stipulation as has been done with other: areas of *
_nursing, such as a Certified Emergency Nurse (CEN), or Certified Critical Caré Nufse (CCRN). The nuise- musl first
practice within the ER or Critical Care Unit to become proficient in the common practices, before testing and
receiving this extra certification. These certifications are not necessary to work in'these areas but. |nqtead ‘an extx a
benefit and bonus. :

Finally, when a rural/frontier nurse certifiés as' SANE-A, there may not bé a sufficient nuriber ofsexual assaults to
maintain the certification. To remain proficient, these nurses could stay current ofi literature- and contmued
education. That is all that is required by the [AFN to maintain certification. c
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Possible Adjustments:

Telemedicine: L

Another attempt to increase our compliance and narrow the gap is through a telemedicine grant which has been:
applied for by the University of Califoinia, Davis and University of Nevada, Reno’s Schodl of Médicine. A
partnership with Elko and possibly Humboldt Counties is being developed through Dr. MacLeod.

The telemedicine system is being actively pursued as an alternative to a physical presence for the child exams.
There are many successful child telemedicine programs which is fuelirig the current telemedicine project for the
adult victims, to fill the need for exams being done in otherwise difficult arenas-such as Tribal land, rural areas and
prison systems. '

Mobile SANE Units: _

llustrative of the type of model West Virginia's Mobile SANE Program, this might be ari option to.consider in using
tri-county models. This would still require a Medical Director, Unit Coérdinator and ideally, advocates from the
local communities working together.




Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Cernﬁcanon & the Nevada State Board ofNursmg

Vlctlms of Crime Subcommittee
June 20,2012

Nevada State Board of Nursing Decision:

1.

The dimensions of the specialty practice of the SANE include the collection of forensxc materlal

from an acute victim of sexual assault through the use of a “Rape Kit.” A vnctlm,ofsexual assault is
considered acuté if there is reason to believé that there imay be forensic Lv:dcnce o ‘
body. Non-dcute exams.shall be referred appropriately. A “RapeKit” is utlllZECl by the. QANF to
collect forensic material as-appropr iate for age and situation of the vu.tlm :

The Registered Nurse shall démonstrate competency, knowledge, skill, and. ablllty pulsuant to.
NAC 632:071,632.224, and 632.225. The nurse shall maintain: documcntatron ofco A
compétency which shall be completed annually and include:successful réturn'demoi
peer reviéw of the minimum nuniber of cases nequrred for continued ccrtlhcmon by lAl N

Initial and ongoing certification through the IAFN as a Sexual ‘Assault Nurse lxammer~ LR
Adult//\dolcscent Certifiéd shall be maintained to allow thé nurse to pr actlcc m thls capauty and
to use the designation “SANE<A" to indicate his/her practice speciaity. The SANE: A certification
requirement becomes-effective as of January 1, 2005. The SANE shall mainitain avanlable 1ge5
specxﬁc certification. '

There are agéncy policies and procedtnes and any required standardized proLocols in place
allowing the SANE to administer and dispense specific drugs and devices. lhese protocols are
approved by both medicine and nursing, '

The nurse maintains accountablllty and responsibility for’ nursmg care related-to thls proccdure
and follows the accepted standard of care, which would be provxded by-a reasomble and prudent
nurse. Protocolﬂ for this proccdure are to be maintained at the practice site and be avallable for
review by the board. :
The.SANE performs this procedure in consultation with the physiciah or advanced practrce nurse
never mdependently ' A

Every pediatric case shall uindergo retrospective peer review. o

All exams, which are deemed to have abnormal genital findings; shall be- referred to a recogmzed
child abuse expert who is 2 physncran or advanced practice nurse or firial dragnosxs

- Collection of evidential material on a pediatric victim. shall only be performed by a SANL wh", has

ongoing, documented Lompetency based on the Pediatric Education Cuxdelrnes for Sexual Assault
Nurse l:.xammers of the IAFN. (47/04) ' Do




