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March 13, 2012 

 

 

Debbie Machen, Executive Director 

Nevada State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners 

4600 Kietzke Lane, Building O, Suite 265 

Reno, NV  89502-5046 

 

Dear Ms. Machen: 

 

I am writing to inform you that your board has been scheduled for a public hearing 

concerning its termination, modification, consolidation or continued operation pursuant 

to Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) 232B.240.  The Sunset Subcommittee of the 

Legislative Commission will meet on Tuesday, March 27, 2012, at 9:30 a.m. to conduct 

the public hearing.  The meeting is in Room 4412 of the Grant Sawyer State Office 

Building at 555 East Washington Avenue in Las Vegas with a simultaneous 

videoconference to Room 3138 of the Legislative Building in Carson City.   

 

We have received the materials that you sent concerning your board.  In addition, the 

Sunset Subcommittee will be provided with any other materials submitted by members of 

the public, as well as copies of applicable laws and regulations.  Please present any other 

materials to the Sunset Subcommittee that you feel would be helpful to this review.  Keep 

in mind that pursuant to NRS 232B.240, “[a] board or commission has the burden of 

proving that there is a public need for its continued existence.”  However, the purpose of 

the Sunset Subcommittee is not solely to determine whether to “sunset” an entity.  The 

reviews conducted by the Subcommittee must also include: 

 (a) An evaluation of the major policies and programs of the board or commission, 

including, without limitation, an examination of other programs or services offered in this 

State to determine if any other provided programs or services duplicate those offered by 

the board or commission; 

 (b) Any recommendations for improvements in the policies and programs offered by 

the board or commission; and 

 (c) A determination of whether any statutory tax exemptions, abatements or money 

set aside to be provided to the board or commission should be terminated, modified or 

continued. 

(subsection 1 of NRS 232B.220) 

 



Debbie Machen, Executive Director 

Nevada State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners 

March 5, 2012 

Page 2 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions concerning the review of your 

board. 

 

 

 

    Sincerely, 

   

  

 

    Lorne J. Malkiewich, Director 

    Legislative Counsel Bureau 
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State of nevAda 
 

 
BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINERS 

4600 KietzKe Lane, Building o-265 
Reno, Nevada 89502 

Phone 775 688-1788/fax 775 688-1808 
vetbdinfo@vetboard.nv.gov 

www.nvvetboard.us 
 
 
 
January 2012 
 
 
Dear Members of the Sunset Subcommittee of the Legislative Commission: 
 
 
The Nevada State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners is pleased to submit this written report, which 
will be the basis for determining if the Board should be modified, consolidated, terminated, or continued 
(as you will note, we suggest “continued” existence of this board). The report is submitted pursuant to 
NRS 232B.010-232B.100. 
 
The report discusses the effectiveness of the Board and its staff in satisfactorily carrying out its 
responsibilities in a manner consistent with statutes, regulations, good administrative practice, and the 
public’s interest.  
 
Our Board members and I look forward to working closely with the committee and your staff during the 
review process.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Debbie Machen 
Executive Director  
    
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:vetbdinfo@vetboard.nv.gov
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Introduction 
 
Veterinary medicine is increasingly important in the lives of Nevadans as pet ownership, in particular, has 
steadily increased over the last several decades.  According to the American Veterinary Medical Association 
(AVMA), nationally there are approximately 172,321,000 pets in the United States, averaging over one pet 
for every two Americans (it is estimated that there are at least nearly two million pets in Nevada).  
Nationally, 57% of households have at least one pet.  Nevada exceeds the national average because over 
63% of Nevada households have pets (mostly dogs and cats but also including birds, reptiles, ferrets, and 
“pocket pets” such as rats, mice, hamsters, and gerbils).  In addition to pet animals, domestic livestock 
(cattle, sheep, goats, llamas, horses, and pigs) are an important part of Nevada’s agricultural industry, 
accounting for a significant financial impact on the state’s economy (it is estimated that there are in excess 
of 700,000 livestock animals in Nevada).   

Additionally, in today’s world, veterinarians are considered to be key individuals in our nation’s preparations 
for detecting a bioterrorism attack because many of the biological agents are zoonotic infectious organisms 
(capable of infecting animals and people) and veterinarians may be the first persons to recognize that an 
attack has occurred by their recognition of an unexpected disease outbreak in local populations of animals.  
In the September 15, 2002 issue of the Journal of the AVMA, in a news article titled, “Veterinarians key to 
bioterrorism preparedness initiatives,” Dr. David A. Ashford, an epidemiologist at the National Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) who investigated the 2001 anthrax attacks was quoted as saying, “As 
first responders and animal disease experts, veterinarians are essential to the [CDC’s] bioterrorism 
preparedness initiatives.”    

According to the AVMA, the national ratio for veterinarians to citizens is one veterinarian for every 3,430 
citizens.   Based upon 2011 census and Board statistics, Nevada’s ratio is significantly lower than the national 
average at one veterinarian for every 3,147 citizens. 

  I. The Nevada State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners  
 
The Nevada State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners was created in 1919.   The Board enforces NRS and 
NAC chapters 638 which taken together authorize the Board to reasonably ensure that the citizens of 
Nevada and their animals receive care from properly educated and licensed veterinarians and veterinary 
para-professionals such as veterinary technicians and euthanasia technicians. Without examination of basic 
knowledge and required continuing education throughout the careers of Nevada’s veterinarians and para-
professionals, the consumer is at risk of receiving substandard services. 
 
Renewal of a license with a continuing education requirement provides for a basic, realistic monitoring of 
the profession. This is complimented by regular compliance inspections of the veterinary facilities in the 
State of Nevada. These compliance visits are conducted to ensure compliance with the Act and State 
Pharmacy Board controlled substances laws. They also are conducted for educational purposes and provide 
an important link from this agency to the profession. 
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  II.  Present Board Members 
 
The present members of the Board are listed in the following table: 
 

Member Name Term: 
Governor 

Status: 
 

Address: 

Richard Simmonds, DVM 1-20-2001/10-30-2013 
Governor Kenny Guinn 

Veterinarian 
President 

P.O. Box 9059 
Reno, Nevada 89507 

William Taylor, DVM 10-01-02/10-31-2014 
Governor Kenny Guinn 

Veterinarian 
Vice-President 

Mtn. Vista Animal Hospital 
4675 Flamingo Road 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89121 

Beverly Willard 1-30-1999/10-31-2011 
Governor  Kenny Guinn 

Public Member Jacks Valley, Nevada 89705 

Mark Iodence, DVM 11-1-2008/10-30-2014 
Governor Jim Gibbons 

Veterinarian Hualapai Animal Hospital 
1165 South Hualapai Way 
Las Vegas, NV 89117 

Scott Bradley, DVM 10-30-2006/10-31-2012 
Governor Jim Gibbons 

Veterinarian Ark Animal Clinic 
1651 North Rancho Drive 
Las Vegas, NV 89106 

Ron Sandoval, DVM 11-1-2009/10-30-2012 
Governor Jim Gibbons 

Veterinarian Baring Blvd. Vet. Hospital 
700 Baring Blvd. 
Reno, Nevada 89436 

Vacant position  Veterinarian  

 
  III. The Board’s Website 
 
The Board’s website is: www.nvvetboard.us.  The website first became available to licensees and the public 
in 2001.  It was originally constructed and maintained by the Department of Informational Technology 
(DOIT).  In 2003, the Board improved the functionality of the website to include on-line renewals and license 
verification that was connected to our licensing database.  DOIT did not have the personnel to develop, 
maintain, or host the website, so DOIT provided direction and assistance in moving to a new host site.   The 
following upgrades were made to the website to provide more on-line services and public information: 
 

 November 2003 - On-line renewals and on-line verification of licensees became available to 
licensees and the public. 

 February 2009 - All disciplinary actions (Board Orders) against licensees were scanned and attached 
to the on-line licensee verification data.  This function provides the public and other state veterinary 
boards the ability to download a copy of the discipline.  

 February 2010 - The website was upgraded in offering the following improved on-line services: 
 Change of address 
 Requests for letters of Good Standing 
 Obtaining a list of licensees with public information  
 Verification of a license 
 Disciplinary action  
 Detailed complaint procedures for the pubic 
 Writable PDFs for all forms, including applications and complaints 
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 IV. The Board’s Executive Director 
 

The Board employs a full-time Executive Director.  Presently the Executive Director is Debbie Machen.  She 
has served the Board as its Executive Director for 16 years.  Her contact information is: 
 
  Debbie Machen, Executive Director 
  4600 Kietzke Lane, O-265 
  Reno, Nevada 89502 
  Telephone: (775) 688-1788 
  Fax: (775) 588-1808 
  E-mail: vetbdinfo@vetboard.nv.gov 
  Website: www.nvvetboard.us 
 

  V.  The Board’s Staff 
 

Position Name Address Telephone 
Fax 

E-Mail address web-site: 

Licensing Specialist 
Full-time 

Tracie Estep 4600 Kietzke Lane, 
O-265, Reno, NV  

775 688-1788 
775 688-1808 

nvvetbd@vetboard.nv.gov 
www.nvvetboard.us 

Investigator 
Part-time 

Mike Chumrau, DVM 4600 Kietzke Lane, 
O-265, Reno, Nevada  

775 688-1788 
775 688-1808 

vetbdinfo@vetboard.nv.gov 
www.nvvetboard.us 

Hospital Inspector 
Part-time 

Christina Johnson, LVT 4600 Kietzke Lane, 
O-265, Reno, Nevada  

775 688-1788 
775 688-1808 

vetbdinfo@vetboard.nv.gov 
www.nvvetboard.us 

Legal Counsel 
Part-time 

Louis Ling, Esq. 4600 Kietzke Lane, 
O-265, Reno, Nevada  

775 688-1788 
775 688-1808 

vetbdinfo@vetboard.nv.gov 
www.nvvetboard.us 

Seasonal 
Part-time 

Various 4600 Kietzke Lane, 
O-265, Reno, Nevada  

775 688-1788 
775 688-1808 

vetbdinfo@vetboard.nv.gov 
www.nvvetboard.us 

 
The Board has employed two full-time office staff since 1994, and at that time the Board licensed 
approximately 750 individuals.  Today, the Board licenses over 2,000 individuals and facilities, a 62% 
increase in the licensee base.  With this increase the Board has been able to maintain a two-person office 
staff, seasonally augmented with a temporary hourly aide (primarily used for scanning documents during 
high volume periods such as annual license renewals), while maintaining efficiency and manageability with 
the aid of effective licensing software, on-line functions, and quality control. 

 

  VI.  Created by What Authority 
 
The Board was created in 1919 by the Nevada State Legislature for the protection of the public and their 
animals in an effective, fair, and accountable manner.  The Board presently enforces NRS and NAC chapters 
638. The Board regulates the standards of conduct for the profession, reviews complaints, and takes 
disciplinary action against licensees and veterinary facilities that have violated the statutes or regulations. 
The Board develops and designs jurisprudence examinations for the licensing of veterinarians, veterinary 
technicians and euthanasia technicians, and renews their licenses on an annual basis. The Board also 
licenses and inspects veterinary hospitals in the State of Nevada.  
 
 

http://www.nvvetboard.us/
mailto:nvvetbd@vetboard.nv.gov
http://www.nvvetboard.us/
mailto:vetbdinfo@vetboard.nv.gov
http://www.nvvetboard.us/
mailto:vetbdinfo@vetboard.nv.gov
http://www.nvvetboard.us/
mailto:vetbdinfo@vetboard.nv.gov
http://www.nvvetboard.us/
mailto:vetbdinfo@vetboard.nv.gov
http://www.nvvetboard.us/
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  VII.  Authority to Adopt Regulations and Citation to Regulations  
 
NRS 638.070(1) and (2), 638.119, and 638.132 provide the authority for the Board to adopt regulations.  
Pursuant to this authority, the Board has created a set of regulations presently codified as NAC chapter 638. 

  VIII.  Any Required Regulations That Have Not Been Adopted 
 
NONE. 

 
  IX.  Governing Structure of the Board 
 
Pursuant to NRS 638.020, the Board is composed of seven members appointed by the Governor. Board 
membership is comprised of six residents of the State of Nevada who have graduated from a veterinary 
college accredited by the American Veterinary Medical Association and who have been lawfully engaged in 
the practice of veterinary medicine for at least five years. One additional member must be a member of the 
general public. This member must not be a veterinarian, a veterinary technician, a euthanasia technician, or 
related by blood, marriage or adoption to a veterinarian, a veterinary technician or a euthanasia 
technician.  Any member may be removed from the Board by the Governor for good cause. 

 

  X.  Duties of the Board 
 
NRS chapter 638 provides various duties for the Board to perform, which include: 

 Licensing of veterinarians, veterinary technicians, euthanasia technicians, veterinary facilities, 
animal physical therapists, and animal chiropractors (NRS 638.090 – 638.134 & NAC 638.041 – 
638.0447, NAC 638.0525 – NAC 638.06025, NAC 638.450 – 638.565, NAC 638.750 – 638.840) 

 Investigating consumer complaints (NRS 638.1413 – 638.1445) 
 Conducting disciplinary proceedings (NRS 638.145 – 638.1527 and NAC 638.070 – 638.400) 
 Inspecting veterinary facilities (NRS 638.132 & NRS638.077 & NAC 638.0603 – 638.069 and NAC 

638.850) 
 Investigating and prosecuting unlicensed activity (NRS 638.153 - 638.170) 
 Setting practice standards and expectations (NRS 638.070 & NAC 638.0475-638.052 & NAC 638.600-

638.725) 
 Administration and public information (NRS 638.020 – 638.089 and NRS 638.131 & NAC 638.0405 

and NAC 638.410 – 638.420)  
 

XI.  Dates of the Immediately Preceding Six Meetings 
 

The Board meets quarterly, unless emergency meetings are necessary to facilitate disciplinary hearings. The 
dates of the last six meetings are January 19, 2012, October 19, 2011, July 14, 2011, May 4, 2011, January 
27, 2011,  and October 21, 2010. (Tab ‘6’-minutes) 
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  XII.  Statement of the Objectives and Programs of the Board 
 
The Board’s objectives are to fulfill its various duties for the protection of the health, safety, and welfare of 
Nevada’s animals and the people who own, manage, and treat them.  Following is a discussion of the 
Board’s five objectives and a demonstration of how the Board has been, presently is, and intends to meet 
each objective. 
 

LICENSING 
 
STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVE: The Board’s objective regarding licensure is to license all qualified applicants 
promptly and courteously. 
 
The Board oversees the issuance of seven types of licenses: 

 Veterinarians/Diplomates (specialists)  
 Veterinary Technicians  
 Veterinary Technicians-in-Training 
 Euthanasia Technicians 
 Animal Chiropractors 
 Animal Physical Therapists 
 Facilities 

 
For Veterinarian applicants who provide a complete application, required supporting documentation, and 
who have no derogatory information in their backgrounds can be licensed normally in 15 days or less.  For 
all other applicants who provide a complete application, supporting documentation, and who have no 
derogatory information in their backgrounds can be licensed normally in 7 days or less. (Detailed application 
process Tab ‘7’) All license applications follow the same critical procedures path approved by the Board and 
illustrated in the following diagram: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Board’s licensee counts continue to show steady growth.  The number of veterinarians has grown from 
986 in 2009, of which 51 were diplomates (specialists) to 1,147 in 2011, of which 60 were diplomates 
(specialists).  The Board’s growth of total active licensees went from 967 total licensees in 2001 to 1,843 
total licensees in 2011, for an annualized overall growth rate of 6.4%.  The following chart demonstrates the 
steady growth of the Board’s licensee base: 
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Pursuant to NAC 638.0425, in March of each year, the Board performs random audits of licensees to ensure 
compliance with the requirements for continuing education.  All veterinarians and diplomates are required 
to complete 20 hours of approved continuing education and veterinary technicians are required to complete 
10 hours each calendar year.  In 2009, the Board audited 115 veterinarians and diplomates and disciplined 
three who had not complied with the continuing education requirement.  In 2010, the Board audited 127 
veterinarians and diplomates and disciplined four who had not complied with the continuing education 
requirement. 

 

DISCIPLINARY PROCESS 
 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVE:  The Board’s objective regarding its disciplinary process is to make the filing of 
a complaint by the public as simple as possible, to investigate every case thoroughly and in a timely 
manner, and to address all meritorious complaints openly and publicly.   

A complaint against one of the Board’s licensees is initiated through the receipt of a complaint – usually 
written and usually through the Board’s active-PDF file on its website.  The Board investigates every 
complaint.  Every complaint is overseen by an investigating Board member and is investigated by a 
veterinarian on staff.  When necessary to assess the veterinary medicine at issue, the Board retains 
veterinary specialists to assist in the investigation.  Therefore, where a complaint involves medical issues, it 
may be reviewed by as many as three different veterinarians. When an investigation is completed, the Board 
– not Board staff – determines at a public meeting the outcome of each complaint based on a detailed 
summary report prepared by the investigating Board member and investigator.  The summary report 
includes the complainant’s concerns and a summary of the facts as determined by the investigation with all 
identifying information regarding the complainant and the licensees at issue removed to assure the fairest 
unbiased review of the information by the members of the Board (the investigating Board member abstains 
from the vote on whether or not to discipline the licensee).   
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If the Board determines that a case should proceed to a formal disciplinary action, the Board determines 
whether the case is appropriate for an attempted resolution or whether the case will require a full hearing 
on the merits.  Many of the Board’s cases are resolved through negotiations between the licensee and the 
investigating Board member.  Some cases are so serious, present novel issues, or cannot be resolved 
through negotiations, and those cases are heard at a formal disciplinary hearing presented to the full Board 
at a public meeting.  

The following chart details the Board’s complaints and disciplinary activities for the ten most recent years1: 

 
 
The Board also participates in the Professionals Reaching Nevada (PRN) program in which several other 
occupational licensing boards also participate.  PRN provides substance abuse treatment for licensed 
professionals.  A licensee can voluntarily admit himself or herself into the program, or the Board can order 
through disciplinary action that a licensee participate in the program.  In most years, the Board has two or 
three licensees participating in the PRN program. 
 

ROUTINE AND “FOR CAUSE” FACILITY INSPECTION PROCESS 
 
STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVE: The Board’s objective regarding facility inspections is to conduct routine 
inspections of every veterinary facility in Nevada at least once every two years and, as often as necessary 
“for cause,” when required as part of a complaint investigation or follow-up monitoring as specified in 
disciplinary orders and agreements.   
 
The Board’s authority to inspect veterinary facilities was established in 1985 (NRS 638.132) and to license 
veterinary facilities was established in 1995 (largely in response to the increasing prevalence of corporately 

                                                           
1  The total number of complaints filed for all years except 2010 and 2011 can be ascertained by adding the two numbers in a particular bar.  In 2010, 
the total number of complaints received was 46, and in 2011, the total number of complaints received was 36.  The numbers in these two bars do 
not add up because three cases received in December of 2010 and two cases received in January of 2011 are still under investigation. 
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owned veterinary practices). Beginning in June of 2009, the Board proactively initiated a program to conduct 
routine inspections of licensed veterinary facilities in Nevada. In 2009, the Board performed 63 inspections, 
and in 2010 the Board performed 78 inspections.  Beginning in 2011, the Board began its second round of 
facility inspections and is on track to meet its objective of inspecting every licensed facility in Nevada a 
minimum of every two years. 
 
The regular inspections are unannounced and thorough.  The inspection seeks to determine if 
recordkeeping, sanitation and sterilization, and other functions required of veterinary facilities are in 
compliance with NRS and NAC 638.  At the completion of the inspection, if there are issues noted by the 
inspector she provides the veterinarian with a notice of non-compliance and recommendations.  The 
inspector discusses her concerns with the veterinarian, and her inspection report with its notice of non-
compliance and recommendations is reviewed and signed off by a veterinarian at the facility. The 
veterinarian-in-charge of the facility is to provide the Board with proof of compliance within a specified time 
frame.  When appropriate, the inspector revisits the facility to assure compliance with her 
recommendations.  
 
“For cause” facility inspections may be conducted whenever it is determined to be necessary as part of a 
complaint investigation or as required by Board disciplinary orders or agreements.  
 

UNLICENSED ACTIVITY 
 
STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVE:  The Board’s objective regarding unlicensed activity is to create a network of 
contacts from which to learn about unlicensed activity, and then to investigate and take appropriate 
action regarding the unlicensed activity. 
 
NRS 638.1471 and NAC 638.0433 provide the Board’s legal authority by which it may investigate, cite, and 
fine a person who practices veterinary medicine without a license. Unlicensed activity is most commonly 
found in the large animal field.  The Board has taken a strong stance in controlling unlicensed activity by 
investigating these cases and turning them over to the Attorney General’s Office for prosecution.  
 
The illegal practice of veterinary medicine is harmful to the unsuspecting consumer and harmful to animals. 
Some areas of this unlicensed activity are veterinary dentistry, chiropractic, and physical therapy. 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE OBJECTIVES 
 
STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVE:  The Board’s objectives regarding its administration are: (1) to assure that all 
of the Board’s funds are wisely and effectively collected and spent to keep the costs to the Board’s 
licensees to a minimum; (2) to assure that the public has useful and simple access to the Board’s resources 
and processes; and (3) to continually improve the Board’s operations and functions. 
 
BOARD FUNDING - The Board receives no general fund money.  Instead, the Board operates solely upon 
licensing fees.  No fee charged by the Board is at or near the caps set by the Legislature, and as the following 
table shows, the most recent adjustments to the Board’s fees were mostly lowering of the fees: 
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Licensee 
Type of Fee 

Current 
Fee 

NRS 
Maximum 

Amount of most 
recent change 

Effective Dates 

Veterinarian 
Application/exam or reinstatement 

$200.00 $500.00  
NRS 638.100(4) 

 Effective since 1995 

Veterinary Technician 
Application/exam or reinstatement 

$100.00 $500.00 
NRS 638.122(3)(a) 

 Effective since 1995 

Euthanasia Technician 
Application/class/exam 

$200.00 $500.00 
NRS 638.116 (3)(a) 

 Effective since 1990 

Veterinary-Technician-in-Training 
Registration 2 yr. 

$50.00 $500.00 
NRS 638.122 

 Effective since 1997 

Veterinary facility application 
Veterinarian owned 

$50.00 NRS 638.132 
NAC 638.035 

 Effective since 1997 

Veterinary facility application 
Non-veterinarian owned 

$300.00 NRS 638.132  
NAC 638.035 

 Effective since 1997 

Veterinary facility application 
Non-profit 

$100.00 NRS 638.132 
NAC 638.035 

-$200.00 Reduced April 2010 

Animal Chiropractic application $50.00 NRS 638.070(2)(h) 
NAC 638.035 

 Established in 1999 

Animal Physical Therapy  
Application 

$50.00 NRS 638.070(2)(h) 
NAC 638.035 

 Established in 2004 

Veterinarian 
Active annual renewal 

$250.00 NRS 638.127(5)(a) 
NAC 638.035 

-$25.00 Reduced in 1997 

Veterinarian 
Inactive annual renewal 

$130.00 NRS 638.127(5)(a) 
NAC 638.035 

 Effective since 1994 

Veterinary technician 
Annual renewal 

$75.00 NRS 638.127(5)(a) 
NAC 638.035 

+$25.00 Increased in 2002 

Euthanasia technician 
Annual renewal 

100.00 NRS 638.127(5)(a) 
NAC 638.035 

 Effective since 1997 

Facility veterinarian owned  
Annual renewal 

$25.00 NRS 638.127(5)(a) 
NAC 638.035 

 Effective since 1997 

Facility non-veterinarian owned 
Annual renewal 

$300.00 NRS 638.127(5)(a) 
NAC 638.035 

 Effective since 1997 

Facility non-profit 
Annual renewal 

$100.00 NRS 638.127(5)(a) 
NAC 638.035 

-$200.00 Reduced in 2010 

Physical Therapy & Animal 
Chiropractic annual renewal 

$25.00 NRS 638.127(5)(a) 
NAC 638.035 

 Effective since 1999 

 

The Board has its books independently audited annually.  None of the Board’s independent audits have ever 
noted irregularities or problems with the Board’s financial management practices.  The Board provides 
copies of these audits to the Department of Administration and to the Legislative Counsel Bureau.  Pursuant 
to the request of the Committee, attached is the 2010-2011 audits and the most recent budgeting and 
accounting for the Board. (Tab ‘1’-Operating Budget 2011-2013); (Tab ‘2’-Income/Expense Report); (Tab ‘3’-
FY 2011 Audit) 

PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY – The Board attempts to make its processes and resources available to the public it 
serves.  Recent initiatives to increase or assure public access include: 
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 Continual Website Improvement – The Board knows that the public accesses its website regularly 
for information and assistance.  The Board has developed an active-PDF form to receive its 
consumer complaints to make the complaint-filing process as simple and user friendly as possible.  
Most of the Board’s consumer complaints now come through the use of the Board’s website form. 

 Open Regulatory Process – Though the Board does not promulgate many regulations, it has always 
made its regulatory process transparent and open to the public.  For example, in 2009 the Board 
heard testimony from a consumer who requested that the Board adopt law that would provide 
protection to animals that were hospitalized in veterinary facilities during the hours that the 
veterinary facility was not open to the public and during which hours the facility maintained no 
staffing. The Board held a workshop and a hearing and the new regulations were adopted on April 
20, 2010 that require that an owner must be notified by a veterinary hospital if an animal will be left 
unattended after hours. 

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPROVEMENTS – The Board remains open to opportunities to improve its 
administration and service to the public.  Several of its recent initiatives will be discussed. 

 In 2009, the Board began a process of self-evaluation of the operations of the Board to better assess 
and evaluate achievements, measure quality, and determine if the Board is fulfilling its mission and 
legislative mandates.  A copy of the Board’s self-evaluation report is attached as Tab ‘4’. 

 The Board has long had a goal of operating paperlessly and efficiently.  The Board has allowed on-
line renewal for its licensees since 2003 and presently 63% of its licensees renew on-line.  The Board 
has allowed on-line access to scanned images of its disciplinary orders since 2009.  The Board plans 
to launch a new service in 2012 by which licensee applicants can monitor the progress of their 
applications through a secure on-line account, and when they have completed all of the requisites, 
the on-line system will then allow the applicant to take his or her jurisprudence examination on-line.  
This new on-line licensing process should further expedite the Board’s already prompt licensing 
procedure.   

 The Board has developed and maintains excellent working relationships with other Nevada 
occupational licensing boards, such as the Board of Pharmacy, Chiropractic Physician Board of 
Nevada, State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners and animal-related governmental agencies such 
as the Department of Agriculture; city, state, and county animal control agencies; the Nevada 
Veterinary Medical Association; the Cattleman’s Association; and may others in establishing a 
cohesive relationship in order to protect public and animal interests. 

   

  XIII.  Statutory Tax Exemptions, Abatements, or Money Set Aside 
 
STATUTORY TAX EXEMPTIONS -  

 Pursuant to NRS 372.325, the Board is exempt from paying Nevada sales/use tax. 
 Pursuant to §115 of the Internal Revenue Code, income of states and municipalities is not subject to 

federal income tax. 
 According to the Internal Revenue Codes, gross income does not include: (1) income derived from 

any public utility or the exercise of any governmental function and accruing to a state or any 
political subdivision thereof, or the District of Columbia, or (2) income accruing to the government 
of any possession of the United States, or any political subdivision thereof.   
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 Pursuant to §1001 of the Internal Revenue Code, state and local governments are exempt from 
Social Security, except that beginning July 2, 1991, Social Security and Medicare HI coverage is 
mandatory for State and local government employees who meet the following conditions:  

 They are not members of a public retirement system; and 
 They are not covered under a Section 218 agreement, unless excluded by law.  

MONEY SET ASIDE FOR THE BOARD - The Nevada State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners is funded 
from fees collected from licensed veterinarians, veterinary technicians, euthanasia technicians, animal 
chiropractors, animal physical therapists and veterinary facilities. The Nevada State Board of Veterinary 
Medicine does not receive funds from the State General Fund. 
 

  XIV.  Conclusion Concerning Effectiveness of Objectives and Programs 
 
It is clear from the above noted objectives that the Board’s purpose and mission is even more important 
than it was even ten years ago with animals recently having gained “family member” status. With over 63% 
of Nevada households having pets and in excess of 700,000 livestock animals in Nevada and the importance 
of qualified veterinarians participating in our state’s and nation’s bioterrorism preparedness activities, it is 
imperative that Nevada maintains quality veterinary care by ensuring that all licensees demonstrate and 
maintain their abilities through defined education and testing methods. 

Routine compliance inspections of veterinary facilities allow the Board to identify and explain deficiencies. 
This is one of the Board’s best means of educating licensees on the requirements of the Veterinary Practice 
Act and reducing violations and subsequent complaints. 

Through the receipt and investigation of complaints the public has an avenue to voice concerns against a 
licensee or a veterinary facility. 

Through Board-sponsored continuing education classes with the licensees and their staff, the Board 
educates the profession with regard to new laws, effective communication with clients, and standard of 
practice issues. 

Through the Board’s support and encouragement, the first formal veterinary technology training program 
was established (at the College of Southern Nevada) which was followed by the establishment of three 
associate degree programs in Nevada for aspiring Licensed Veterinary Technicians. 

Through the promulgation of regulations, the Board keeps the standards of practice in Nevada at or 
exceeding the prevailing national standards. 

In conclusion, with a profession with a constant growth rate, the ever growing pet population, the large 
population of livestock in Nevada, and the emerging importance of veterinary medicine in our nation’s 
bioterrorism preparedness it is necessary for the State of Nevada to maintain the current status of the 
Board. 

  

  XV.  Duplication of Services/Recommendation for Consolidation 
 
This Board is unique in that it is the only Board or Commission in Nevada that regulates veterinary care of 
domestic animals and livestock and protects the interest of the public and their animals. The Board finds 
that there is no other Board or Commission that could be consolidated with the Nevada State Board of 
Veterinary Medical Examiners. Any elimination or consolidation of services by this Board would cause the 

http://www.ssa.gov/OP_Home/handbook/handbook.10/handbook-1001.html
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standard of practice of veterinary care to diminish significantly and public protection and confidence in the 
veterinary profession would be substantially reduced.  

 

  XVI.  Recommendations for Statutory Changes 
 
The Board has identified two suggested statutory changes: 

 The addition of a licensed veterinary technician to the Board.  With over 500 veterinary technicians 
and three accredited veterinary technicians’ schools in the State, it is important that veterinary 
technicians have a collective voice through a Board Member. 

 Currently the Board renews all of its licensees on a yearly basis. A change to two-year renewals 
(similar to many other occupations) would be a cost saving measure.   



TAB 1 

 

The Operating Budget of the Board 

2011-2012 and 2012-2013 
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TAB 2 

 

Income and Expenses for Fiscal-Year 

End 2009, 2010, and 2011, Including 

Balances on All Accounts 
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Audit 2011 
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Efficiency Study 2009-2010 
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Legislative or Executive Branch Reports 
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Minutes, October 2010 – January 2011 
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Application Process 
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