
 

To:  Interim committee on health care. 

From:  Deborah Pontius, Chief School Nurse, Pershing County School District.  Director for 

Nevada, National Association of School Nurses. 

 

I watched the committee hearing on video this morning 7/10/12.  Senator Weiner asked for 

information from other school districts about the number of episodes that occur in school each 

year and of any documented reactions on school buses.  I would like to provide the following 

information: 

         Pershing County has 4 schools and @ 675 students.   

         One bus episode in the last 3 years.  The bus was halfway between Lovelock and 

Fernley.  The student was undiagnosed.  The bus traveled very quickly and was met by 

the ambulance.  The student, luckily, did not progress quickly and did not go into 

anaphylaxis.  I spent about 45 minutes on the phone with the adviser of the bus in a very 

scared mode.  

         I currently have six children with documented food or other insect allergies.  I have 

only had 2 of these parents have ever provided the school with epinephrine for their child 

even with a documented diagnosis and repeated requests from the school. I would very 

much like to have available emergency stock epinephrine to be able to treat this known 

allergy children whose parents have not provided their needed medication to the school. 

A child should not have to die because the parent is negligent.  

         Two episodes in the last ten years in which epi has been provided at school.  Both 

were known allergies. 5 or less episodes in which a child has ingested a food he/she was 

know to be allergic to.  Student was watched with limited reaction.  Parents called.  

         Training to unlicensed personnel in schools in Nevada on medication is mandated by 

Nevada State Board of Nursing to be provided by the School Nurse. the nurse is the 

ONLY school employee who can delegate to an unlicensed person the ability to give a 

medication in her absence.  It is up to the nurse to train and determine if that person is 

capable of providing the medication. There must be adequate availability of school nurses 

to provide this training. 

         Determining if an undiagnosed person is experiencing anaphylaxis is assessment, and 

health assessment is under the prevue of the licensed NURSE alone.  An unlicensed 

person can follow a prescription or protocol for an individualized person with a known 

allergy.  An unlicensed person giving epipen to an undiagnosed person is an entirely 

different matter. I would like to take this opportunity to encourage the legislature to 

additional take action to address this problem in two ways 
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1.      Create a funding mechanism to encourage or mandate an increase in school nurses 

to  the recommended ratio of 1:750 students.  Some counties currently have only 1 school 

nurse for 5,000 students (Nye county). 

2.      Create the position of School Nurse Consultant at either the department of Education 

or Division of Health.  This person would provide consistency and standardization in 

policies, procedures and evidence based programs throughout the state of 

Nevada.  School Nurses in Nevada do not currently have anyone to go to to provide them 

with guidance on best practices. 

Nevada State Association of School Nurses recommends and supports the following regarding 

stock epinephrine in schools: 

 

Legislation that allows schools to stock epinephrine and give to undiagnosed children by 

licensed nurses according to protocols.  Schools would need to develop strict protocols on the 

use of stock epi for undiagnosed students.  Schools would be required to provide training to 

unlicensed persons to allow them to give stock epi to students with known allergies.  

Until a mechanisms for both hiring of more school nurses and funding the cost of epinephrine, 

we do not support mandating each school stock epinephrine nor do we support unlicensed 

personnel administer epinephrine to undiagnosed students due to the lack of knowledge of 

assessment parameters by these staff members.  The nurse is the only professional in the school 

environment educated and licensed to assess students for unknown health problems. . .  

 

The Nevada Association of School Nurses would be happy to assist legislators on draft 

legislation for this important issue.  

 

Please find attached the National Association of School Nurses recent Position Statement on 

Allergy and Anaphylaxis, most recently approved by the board of directors June of 2012 

 

Thank you for considering this issue.  

 

--  

Debbie Pontius 

deborahpontius@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 908, Lovelock, NV  89419 

775 750 3648 

mailto:deborahpontius@gmail.com
tel:775%20750%203648











