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 The mission of the Substance Abuse Prevention and 

Treatment Agency (SAPTA) is to reduce the impact of 

substance abuse in Nevada.  

 SAPTA funds 22 substance abuse treatment providers 

and 13 substance abuse prevention programs 

throughout the State.   

 SAPTA receives both Federal and State funding.   
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 Nearly 7,000,000 Americans are abusing prescription 

drugs – more than the number who are abusing cocaine, 

heroin, hallucinogens, ecstasy and inhalants, combined.  

 In 2000, just 3.8 million people were abusing 

prescription drugs – an 80 percent increase in 10 years.  

 New drug users are choosing prescription drugs instead 

of marijuana or cocaine.  

 Opioid painkillers now cause more drug overdose 

deaths than cocaine and heroin combined.   
 Source: Drug Enforcement Administration Brief, December 2010. 
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 Nationwide Emergency Department Visits 2009 for Prescription Drug Use 

         

     ED Visits  Percentage 

 Opiates/opioids   416,458   38.6     

  Narcotic pain relievers   342,628  31.7 

  Oxycodone products   148,449   13.7     

  Opiates/opioids, unspecified   84,144      7.8      

  Total ED Prescription Drug Visits  1,079,683  100  
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 Nevada ranks in the top twenty percent in all four age 

groups in the percentage of people reporting non 

medical use of pain relievers.  (12 and older, 12 to 17, 

18 to 25 and 26 and older, NSDUH) 

 Admissions to SAPTA funded treatment programs have 

increased since 2007 for: 

◦ Opiates   112%  (Opium derivatives,  Oxycodone,  

     Hydrocodone) 

◦ Sedatives/Hypnotics 136% (Tranquilizers, sleeping pills) 

◦ Other stimulants  200% (Ritalin, Amphetamines) 
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 More Nevadans abuse prescription drugs than their 

counterparts in other Western States. 

 A greater percentage of people 18 to 25 abuse 

prescription drugs than those in other age groups.   
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 The following table shows the primary drugs of choice 

for people treated through SAPTA funded programs.  

 

 Alcohol is the most widely abused drug in the U.S. 
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Substance SFY 07 SFY 08 SFY 09 SFY 10 SFY 11  2007 - 2011 % Chng 

Alcohol 4,242 4,794 5,249 4,446 4,092 -4% 

Amphetamines/Methamphetamines 4,402 3,294 2,507 2,276 2,446 -44% 

Anabolic Steroids 21 3 3 4 2 -90% 

Barbiturates 17 7 6 4 8 -53% 

Benzodiazapine 17 28 27 48 75 341% 

Cocaine (powder) 323 306 305 225 163 -50% 

Crack 636 743 624 520 375 -41% 

Ecstacy (XTC), MDMA 24 21 46 39 26 8% 

Ephedrine/Psuedophedrine 0 2 0 0 0 0% 

GHB/GBL/1,4 Butanediol 0 2 0 2 0 0% 

Hallucinogens 6 13 20 23 14 133% 

Heroin 564 763 1,044 1,024 1,148 104% 

Inhalants 3 16 6 12 15 400% 

Ketamine 2 0 0 1 1 -50% 

Marijuana/Hashish 1,918 1,905 1,880 1,831 2,011 5% 

Non-Rx Methadone 7 6 4 7 7 0% 

Other 49 25 24 19 16 -67% 

Other Opiate/Synthetic Opiate 346 484 609 605 734 112% 

Other Sedatives/Hypnotics 14 7 22 19 33 136% 

Other Stimulants 2 1 3 1 6 200% 

Over-the-Counter Drugs 12 7 11 13 9 -25% 

PCP 11 15 26 12 8 -27% 

Tranquilizers 2 2 3 0 1 -50% 

Rohypnol 0 0 1 0 0 0% 

Total 12,618 12,444 12,420 11,131 11,190 -11% 
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 The majority of people (64%) who overdose on 
prescription drugs are between 36 and 64 years old. 

 Prescription drugs most commonly used in overdose 
deaths are methadone, oxycodone, and hydrocodone.   

 People who die of overdoses have between 4 and 14 
different drugs in their systems at the time of death.  

 Eighty-five percent of overdose deaths are ruled 
accidental, about 10% are unknown and 5% suicides.   

 

 
 Source: The Clark County Office of the Coroner/Medical Examiner, 2010. 
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 The following map shows the resident zip codes of  

people for prescription drug abuse.   

 

 The tan and light blue colors indicate areas in which 

higher numbers of people were treated for prescription 

drug abuse.   
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 The medical experts at the America’s 57 poison centers 
first raised the alarm about synthetic marijuana in 2009 
and bath salts in 2010 after they started receiving calls 
about people having serious, life-threatening reactions 
to the substances.  

 In 2010, poison centers nationwide responded to 3,200 
calls related to synthetic drugs. In 2011, that number 
jumped to 13,000.  60% of the cases were people 25 or 
younger.  

 In October 2011, the DEA made manufacture and sale 
of bath salts illegal.   
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 Called Spice, K2 

First encountered in November 2008 by Customs and 

Border Protection.  

In 2010 there were 2,915 Spice related calls to Poison 

Control Centers nationwide and that number nearly 

doubled in 2011 to 5,741 calls.   

Symptoms include agitation, anxiety, nausea, vomiting, 

tachycardia, high blood pressure, seizures, hallucinations 

and paranoia.   
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Bath salts: Synthetic cocaine, methamphetamine like. 

Also known as: 

 Bliss, Blue Silk, Cloud Nine, Drone, Energy-1, Ivory Wave, Lunar Wave, 

Meow Meow, Ocean Burst, Pure Ivory, Purple Wave, Red Dove, Snow 

Leopard, Stardust, Vanilla Sky, White Dove, White Knight, and White 

Lightning. 

Contain active ingredient Mephedrone 

Symptoms include tachycardia, kidney failure, 

delusions/hallucinations, psychosis, paranoia, 

suicide and death. 
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 Until October 2011, bath salts could be purchased at 

gas stations, convenience stores, head shops and on the 

Internet.  

 Clusters of cases 
 November 2010 to March 2011, Marquette, MI: 35 people sought 

treatment at the ER after using bath salts, one died.  Ages 20 to 55. 

 Casper, WY: 14 people were diagnosed with kidney failure and 

hospitalized after using Spice March 4, 2012.  Ages 15 to 30. 

 Bangor, Maine has had 3 bath salt deaths since October 2011.  
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