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  NRS 534.013  “Domestic use” and “domestic purposes” defined.  “Domestic use” or “domestic 
purposes” extends to culinary and household purposes directly related to: 
      1.  A single-family dwelling; and 
      2.  An accessory dwelling unit for a single-family dwelling if provided for in an applicable local 
ordinance, 
 including, without limitation, the watering of a family garden and lawn and the watering of livestock 
and any other domestic animals or household pets, if the amount of water drawn does not exceed the 
maximum amount set forth in NRS 534.180 for exemption from the application of this chapter. 
      (Added to NRS by 1987, 1770; A 1999, 1184; 2007, 842) 

 

NRS 534.080  Appropriation of underground water for beneficial use from artesian, definable 

aquifer or percolating water: Acquisition of rights under chapter 533 of NRS; orders to desist; dates 

of priority. 
      1.  A legal right to appropriate underground water for beneficial use from an artesian or definable 
aquifer subsequent to March 22, 1913, or from percolating water, the course and boundaries of which 
are incapable of determination, subsequent to March 25, 1939, can only be acquired by complying with 
the provisions of chapter 533 of NRS pertaining to the appropriation of water. 
      2.  The State Engineer may, upon written notice sent by registered or certified mail, return receipt 
requested, advise the owner of a well who is using water therefrom without a permit to appropriate the 
water to cease using the water until the owner has complied with the laws pertaining to the 
appropriation of water. If the owner fails to initiate proceedings to secure such a permit within 30 days 
after the date of the notice, the owner is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
      3.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 4 and NRS 534.180, the date of priority of all 
appropriations of water from an underground source mentioned in this section is the date when 
application is made in proper form and filed in the Office of the State Engineer pursuant to the 
provisions of chapter 533 of NRS. 
      4.  The date of priority for the use of underground water from a well for domestic purposes where 
the draught does not exceed 2 acre-feet per year is the date of completion of the well as: 
      (a) Recorded by the well driller on the log the well driller files with the State Engineer pursuant to 
NRS 534.170; or 
      (b) Demonstrated through any other documentation or evidence specified by the State Engineer. 
      [9:178:1939; A 1947, 52; 1943 NCL § 7993.18] — (NRS A 1957, 718; 1967, 195; 2007, 843) 

 

NRS 534.110  Rules and regulations of State Engineer; statements and pumping tests; conditions 

of appropriation; designation of critical management areas; restrictions. 
      1.  The State Engineer shall administer this chapter and shall prescribe all necessary regulations 
within the terms of this chapter for its administration. 
      2.  The State Engineer may: 
      (a) Require periodical statements of water elevations, water used, and acreage on which water was 
used from all holders of permits and claimants of vested rights. 
      (b) Upon his or her own initiation, conduct pumping tests to determine if overpumping is indicated, 
to determine the specific yield of the aquifers and to determine permeability characteristics. 
      3.  The State Engineer shall determine whether there is unappropriated water in the area affected 
and may issue permits only if the determination is affirmative. The State Engineer may require each 
applicant to whom a permit is issued for a well: 
      (a) For municipal, quasi-municipal or industrial use; and 
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      (b) Whose reasonably expected rate of diversion is one-half cubic foot per second or more, 
 to report periodically to the State Engineer concerning the effect of that well on other previously 
existing wells that are located within 2,500 feet of the well. 
      4.  It is a condition of each appropriation of groundwater acquired under this chapter that the right 
of the appropriator relates to a specific quantity of water and that the right must allow for a reasonable 
lowering of the static water level at the appropriator’s point of diversion. In determining a reasonable 
lowering of the static water level in a particular area, the State Engineer shall consider the economics of 
pumping water for the general type of crops growing and may also consider the effect of using water on 
the economy of the area in general. 
      5.  This section does not prevent the granting of permits to applicants later in time on the ground 
that the diversions under the proposed later appropriations may cause the water level to be lowered at 
the point of diversion of a prior appropriator, so long as any protectable interests in existing domestic 
wells as set forth in NRS 533.024 and the rights of holders of existing appropriations can be satisfied 
under such express conditions. At the time a permit is granted for a well: 
      (a) For municipal, quasi-municipal or industrial use; and 
      (b) Whose reasonably expected rate of diversion is one-half cubic foot per second or more, 
 the State Engineer shall include as a condition of the permit that pumping water pursuant to the 
permit may be limited or prohibited to prevent any unreasonable adverse effects on an existing 
domestic well located within 2,500 feet of the well, unless the holder of the permit and the owner of the 
domestic well have agreed to alternative measures that mitigate those adverse effects. 
      6.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 7, the State Engineer shall conduct investigations in 
any basin or portion thereof where it appears that the average annual replenishment to the 
groundwater supply may not be adequate for the needs of all permittees and all vested-right claimants, 
and if the findings of the State Engineer so indicate, the State Engineer may order that withdrawals, 
including, without limitation, withdrawals from domestic wells, be restricted to conform to priority 
rights. 
      7.  The State Engineer: 
      (a) May designate as a critical management area any basin in which withdrawals of groundwater 
consistently exceed the perennial yield of the basin. 
      (b) Shall designate as a critical management area any basin in which withdrawals of groundwater 
consistently exceed the perennial yield of the basin upon receipt of a petition for such a designation 
which is signed by a majority of the holders of certificates or permits to appropriate water in the basin 
that are on file in the Office of the State Engineer. 
 The designation of a basin as a critical management area pursuant to this subsection may be 
appealed pursuant to NRS 533.450. If a basin has been designated as a critical management area for at 
least 10 consecutive years, the State Engineer shall order that withdrawals, including, without limitation, 
withdrawals from domestic wells, be restricted in that basin to conform to priority rights, unless a 
groundwater management plan has been approved for the basin pursuant to NRS 534.037. 
      8.  In any basin or portion thereof in the State designated by the State Engineer, the State Engineer 
may restrict drilling of wells in any portion thereof if the State Engineer determines that additional wells 
would cause an undue interference with existing wells. Any order or decision of the State Engineer so 
restricting drilling of such wells may be reviewed by the district court of the county pursuant to NRS 

533.450. 
      [10:178:1939; A 1947, 52; 1949, 128; 1955, 328] — (NRS A 1993, 2641; 2001, 553; 2011, 1385) 
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NRS 534.180  Applicability of chapter to wells used for domestic purposes; registration and 

plugging of wells used for domestic purposes; wells for accessory dwelling unit of single-family 

dwelling. 
      1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2 and as to the furnishing of any information 
required by the State Engineer, this chapter does not apply in the matter of obtaining permits for the 
development and use of underground water from a well for domestic purposes where the draught does 
not exceed 2 acre-feet per year. 
      2.  The State Engineer may designate any groundwater basin or portion thereof as a basin in which 
the registration of a well is required if the well is drilled for the development and use of underground 
water for domestic purposes. A driller who drills such a well shall register the information required by 
the State Engineer within 10 days after the completion of the well. The State Engineer shall make 
available forms for the registration of such wells and shall maintain a register of those wells. 
      3.  The State Engineer may require the plugging of such a well which is drilled on or after July 1, 
1981, at any time not sooner than 1 year after water can be furnished to the site by: 
      (a) A political subdivision of this State; or 
      (b) A public utility whose rates and service are regulated by the Public Utilities Commission of 
Nevada, 
 but only if the charge for making the connection to the service is less than $200. 
      4.  If the development and use of underground water from a well for an accessory dwelling unit of a 
single-family dwelling, as defined in an applicable local ordinance, qualifies as a domestic use or 
domestic purpose: 
      (a) The owner of the well shall: 
             (1) Obtain approval for that use or purpose from the local governing body or planning 
commission in whose jurisdiction the well is located; 
             (2) Install a water meter capable of measuring the total withdrawal of water from the well; and 
             (3) Ensure the total withdrawal of water from the well does not exceed 2 acre-feet per year; 
      (b) The local governing body or planning commission shall report the approval of the accessory 
dwelling unit on a form provided by the State Engineer; 
      (c) The State Engineer shall monitor the annual withdrawal of water from the well; and 
      (d) The date of priority for the use of the domestic well to supply water to the accessory dwelling 
unit is the date of approval of the accessory dwelling unit by the local governing body or planning 
commission. 
      [3:178:1939; A 1947, 52; 1949, 128; 1955, 328] — (NRS A 1971, 868; 1977, 383; 1981, 1843; 1983, 2090; 

1985, 1302; 1997, 2010; 2007, 846) 

 

 

 

 

NRS 534.185  Waiver of certain requirements for domestic wells by State Engineer; exceptions. 
      1.  The State Engineer shall, upon written request and receipt of a written agreement between the 
affected property owners, waive the requirements of this chapter regarding permits for the use and 
development of underground water from a well if: 
      (a) The well existed on July 1, 1983; 
      (b) It is used solely for domestic purposes by not more than three single-family dwellings; and 
      (c) Each of those dwellings does not draw more than 2 acre-feet of water per year. 
      2.  The State Engineer may require an owner who has been granted such a waiver to apply for a 
permit if one or more of the dwellings is drawing more than 2 acre-feet of water per year. 
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      3.  This section does not apply to any groundwater basin for which the State Engineer has in effect 
on July 1, 1983, a procedure of issuing revocable permits. 
      (Added to NRS by 1983, 1674; A 2007, 847) 

 

 

 

NRS 534.037  Groundwater management plan for basin designated as critical management area: 

Petition; hearing; approval or disapproval; judicial review; amendment. 
      1.  In a basin that has been designated as a critical management area by the State Engineer 
pursuant to subsection 7 of NRS 534.110, a petition for the approval of a groundwater management 
plan for the basin may be submitted to the State Engineer. The petition must be signed by a majority of 
the holders of permits or certificates to appropriate water in the basin that are on file in the Office of 
the State Engineer and must be accompanied by a groundwater management plan which must set forth 
the necessary steps for removal of the basin’s designation as a critical management area. 
      2.  In determining whether to approve a groundwater management plan submitted pursuant to 
subsection 1, the State Engineer shall consider, without limitation: 
      (a) The hydrology of the basin; 
      (b) The physical characteristics of the basin; 
      (c) The geographic spacing and location of the withdrawals of groundwater in the basin; 
      (d) The quality of the water in the basin; 
      (e) The wells located in the basin, including, without limitation, domestic wells; 
      (f) Whether a groundwater management plan already exists for the basin; and 
      (g) Any other factor deemed relevant by the State Engineer. 
      3.  Before approving or disapproving a groundwater management plan submitted pursuant to 
subsection 1, the State Engineer shall hold a public hearing to take testimony on the plan in the county 
where the basin lies or, if the basin lies in more than one county, within the county where the major 
portion of the basin lies. The State Engineer shall cause notice of the hearing to be: 
      (a) Given once each week for 2 consecutive weeks before the hearing in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the county or counties in which the basin lies. 
      (b) Posted on the Internet website of the State Engineer for at least 2 consecutive weeks 
immediately preceding the date of the hearing. 
      4.  The decision of the State Engineer on a groundwater management plan may be reviewed by the 
district court of the county pursuant to NRS 533.450. 
      5.  An amendment to a groundwater management plan must be proposed and approved in the 
same manner as an original groundwater management plan is proposed and approved pursuant to this 
section. 
      (Added to NRS by 2011, 1383) 

 

NRS 534.120  State Engineer authorized to make rules, regulations and orders when groundwater 

is being depleted in designated area; preferred uses of water; temporary permits to appropriate 

water; revocation of temporary permits; restrictions placed on certain wells. 
      1.  Within an area that has been designated by the State Engineer, as provided for in this chapter, 
where, in the judgment of the State Engineer, the groundwater basin is being depleted, the State 
Engineer in his or her administrative capacity may make such rules, regulations and orders as are 
deemed essential for the welfare of the area involved. 
      2.  In the interest of public welfare, the State Engineer is authorized and directed to designate 
preferred uses of water within the respective areas so designated by the State Engineer and from which 
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the groundwater is being depleted, and in acting on applications to appropriate groundwater, the State 
Engineer may designate such preferred uses in different categories with respect to the particular areas 
involved within the following limits: 
      (a) Domestic, municipal, quasi-municipal, industrial, irrigation, mining and stock-watering uses; and 
      (b) Any uses for which a county, city, town, public water district or public water company furnishes 
the water. 
      3.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 5, the State Engineer may: 
      (a) Issue temporary permits to appropriate groundwater which can be limited as to time and which 
may, except as limited by subsection 4, be revoked if and when water can be furnished by an entity such 
as a water district or a municipality presently engaged in furnishing water to the inhabitants thereof. 
      (b) Deny applications to appropriate groundwater for any use in areas served by such an entity. 
      (c) Limit the depth of domestic wells. 
      (d) Prohibit the drilling of wells for domestic use, as defined in NRS 534.013, in areas where water 
can be furnished by an entity such as a water district or a municipality presently engaged in furnishing 
water to the inhabitants thereof. 
      (e) In connection with the approval of a parcel map in which any parcel is proposed to be served by 
a domestic well, require the dedication to a city or county or a designee of a city or county, or require a 
relinquishment to the State Engineer, of any right to appropriate water required by the State Engineer 
to ensure a sufficient supply of water for each of those parcels, unless the dedication of the right to 
appropriate water is required by a local ordinance. 
      4.  The State Engineer may revoke a temporary permit issued pursuant to subsection 3 for 
residential use, and require a person to whom groundwater was appropriated pursuant to the permit to 
obtain water from an entity such as a water district or a municipality engaged in furnishing water to the 
inhabitants of the designated area, only if: 
      (a) The distance from the property line of any parcel served by a well pursuant to a temporary 
permit to the pipes and other appurtenances of the proposed source of water to which the property will 
be connected is not more than 180 feet; and 
      (b) The well providing water pursuant to the temporary permit needs to be redrilled or have repairs 
made which require the use of a well-drilling rig. 
      5.  The State Engineer may, in an area in which have been issued temporary permits pursuant to 
subsection 3, limit the depth of a domestic well pursuant to paragraph (c) of subsection 3 or prohibit 
repairs from being made to a well, and may require the person proposing to deepen or repair the well to 
obtain water from an entity such as a water district or a municipality engaged in furnishing water to the 
inhabitants of the designated area, only if: 
      (a) The distance from the property line of any parcel served by the well to the pipes and other 
appurtenances of the proposed source of water to which the property will be connected is not more 
than 180 feet; and 
      (b) The deepening or repair of the well would require the use of a well-drilling rig. 
      6.  For good and sufficient reasons, the State Engineer may exempt the provisions of this section 
with respect to public housing authorities. 
      7.  The provisions of this section do not prohibit the State Engineer from revoking a temporary 
permit issued pursuant to this section if any parcel served by a well pursuant to the temporary permit is 
currently obtaining water from an entity such as a water district or a municipality engaged in furnishing 
water to the inhabitants of the area. 
      [10.5:178:1939; added 1955, 328] — (NRS A 1989, 1401; 1999, 3542; 2001, 555; 2003, 622, 624; 2007, 845) 
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NRS 534.125  State Engineer to file notice related to temporary permit.  If the State Engineer 
issues a temporary permit pursuant to NRS 534.120 or if a well for domestic use is drilled in an area in 
which the State Engineer has issued such a temporary permit, the State Engineer shall file a notice with 
the county recorder of the county in which the permit is issued or the well is drilled. The notice must 
include a statement indicating that, if and when water can be furnished by an entity such as a water 
district or a municipality engaged in furnishing water to the inhabitants of the designated area: 
      1.  A temporary permit may be revoked; 
      2.  The owner of a domestic well may be prohibited from deepening or repairing the well; and 
      3.  The owner of the property served by the well may be required to connect to this water source at 
his or her own expense. 
      (Added to NRS by 1999, 3541) 
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