Alan Rosenthal Biography

Alan Rosenthal is a professor of public policy and political science at Rutgers
University’s Eagleton Institute of Politics, where he served as director from 1974 to
1994. Rosenthal has conducted studies of and consulted with legislatures in many of
the states and has collaborated on activities with the Council of State Governments,
the National Conference of State Legislatures, and the State Legislative Leaders
Foundation. In 2006 he was given an award for lifetime achievement from NCSL and
SLLF. Earlier, in 1995, he received an award from the American Political Science
Association as a person whose published work and career represent a significant
contribution to the art of government through the application of social science
research. In New Jersey, his public service to the state has included chairing the
Legislature’s Commission on Legislative Ethics and Campaign Finance, chairing the
Joint Legislative Committee on Ethical Standards, chairing the state’s Congressional
Redistricting Commission in 1992 and 2002, and serving as the tie-breaker member
of the Legislative Reapportionment Commission in 2011. He has written books and
articles on state legislatures, state politics, and policymaking. His most recent books
are Engines of Democracy: Politics and Policy Making in State Legislatures (CQ Press,
2009) and The Best Job in Politics: Exploring How Governors Succeed as Policy

Leaders (CQ Press, 2012).
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