Subject: Opposition to SB187 — Protect Kinship Families

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Nevada Senate Bill 187. As a grandparent
and former kinship caregiver, | know firsthand how essential financial support is for
relatives who step up to provide safe, stable, and loving homes for children in need. SB187
threatens to create additional barriers for families like mine, making it more difficult for
children to remain with trusted, bonded relatives rather than entering the foster care
system with strangers.

When my granddaughter needed a home, | was on disability and working a small job at a
theater. | was already on a tight budget, and without financial assistance, | would not have
been able to bring her into my care. However, | was fully capable of providing her with a
loving and secure environment. Because | received the necessary support from the state
and from Foster Kinship, | was able to navigate the system and care for my granddaughter
for nearly four years before officially adopting her.

Now, she is flourishing. She has stability, love, and the chance to thrive—all because | was
given the means to care for her properly. Without that help, she could have been placed in
an unfamiliar foster home, separated from her family and the bond we had already built.
Kinship caregivers often face financial hardships when taking in children unexpectedly,
and SB187 could make it even harder for families like mine to step up. We should be
encouraging and supporting kinship placements, not creating roadblocks that put children
at risk of unnecessary displacement.

| urge you to oppose SB187 and to prioritize the well-being of children by ensuring kinship
families receive the financial assistance they need. Please stand with families like mine

who simply want to keep children safe and secure within their own loving homes.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Stacey Galka

Family Advocate Specialist

Office Hours Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9-3 pm
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