| strongly support SB306. When my medical office in Reno was open, | saw many of my pediatric
patients rejected from psychiatric facilities even though they were in acute need of treatment. In
one case, a non-verbal autistic boy with a history of acting out was rejected from a Reno-area acute
psychiatric facility; the staff left it to his mother to transport him to a hospital emergency
department herself. On arrival at the hospital, the boy lashed out so violently, he knocked a nurse
unconscious. It required several nurses and security guards to restrain him.

It is unacceptable for a psychiatric facility to turn away a patient with an acute mental illness
episode for all but the most dire reasons. In fact, | would like the bill's sponsor to amend the bill so
that if the psychiatric facility must turn the patient away, it is the facility's obligation to not only
identify another facility, but to accept responsibility for arranging safe transport to the other facility.
For example, in the above case | mentioned, | wanted the facility to call paramedics, and if
necessary, police for secure transport from their building to the hospital emergency department.
Parents should not be required to transport children or adolescents in crisis by themselves. That
risks injury or death to both the child and to themselves.

| do wonder if this bill's passage would cause a given facility to try to terminate Medicaid contracts
to avoid responsibility. Truthfully, this bill should apply to any psychiatric facility seeing patients
regardless of insurance status. But this bill is important and justified, and | support it.
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