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Hello.  As a natural, foster and adoptive mother, you can probably imagine what my feelings on SB 306 
are.  I  also an employee of Clark County Department of Family Services as a Foster Parent Champion.  
My job entails advocating for foster families and foster children in an effort to prevent children from 
being disrupted or removed from a foster home at the request of the family or due to difficulties in 
caring for the child.  You cannot imagine how many times I have a frenzied call from foster parents trying 
to access emergency mental health services.  The truth is that the process of getting a foster kid the 
mental health services they need, emergency or not, is strenuous.  This may be the biggest reason that 
kids come back to Child Haven, in my opinion.  No child, natural, foster or adoptive should have no 
where to go for help when they are having a mental health crisis. 
 
The other problem that I see, is that if a child receives services, they are often released without a plan. 
This is especially true of children that have repeated involvement with psychiatric facilities.  There are 
out patient step down programs to help the children moved forward with intensive therapy but the 
programs aren’t scheduled until after release.  That means that there can be gaps in services that last 
weeks.  I have personally dealt with these families and even from DFS, there isn’t much that we can do to 
speed up the process.  The difference between whether a child receives one time emergency services or 
becomes a habitual patient often comes down to how the step down services are handled. That’s seems 
true for any children that get emergency services, regardless of DFS involvement. 
 
I know that mental health is a big concern for everyone in Nevada.  No one is unaffected by the mental 
health of the community.  We know better so we should do better. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Katie Krikorian 

 


