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Assembly Committee on Health and Human Services 
This measure may be considered for action during today’s work session. 

SENATE BILL 187 (R1) 
Revises provisions relating to child welfare. (BDR 38-15) 

Sponsored By: Senator Pazina 
Date Heard:  April 23, 2025 
Fiscal Notes: Effect on Local Government: May have Fiscal Impact. 
 Effect on the State: Yes. 

Senate Bill 187 requires child welfare agencies to make decisions regarding medical or 
mental health treatment for children in their custody within 14 days of consent being 
requested. 

Additionally, when necessary, this bill requires such agencies to make reasonable efforts to 
obtain consent from another person or entity—or to initiate a court order—within 14 days 
after the agency becomes aware of the need for treatment. Agencies must also notify the 
person or entity with whom the child is placed within three business days after obtaining 
the relevant consent, order, or denial. 

Amendments: 

Senator Pazina submitted the attached amendment, which proposes to: 

1. Replace, in subsection 1 of Section 2, “medical or mental health treatment” with 
“non-emergency medically recommended care,” and instead require a child welfare 
agency to provide or deny consent within 14 calendar days of the assigned 
caseworker being provided with written notice of a medical recommendation or 
referral for care; 

2. Revise, in subsection 2 of Section 2, that a child welfare agency shall make 
reasonable efforts to obtain consent for medical or mental health treatment not later 
than 14 calendar days of the assigned caseworker being provided with a medical 
recommendation or referral for care. Additionally, a child welfare agency shall notify 
the person or entity with whom a child is placed as soon as practicable, without 
delay, after consent has been obtained or denied; 

3. Replace, in subsection 3 of Section 2, “medical or mental health treatment” with 
“non-emergency medically recommended care,” and instead require a child welfare 
agency to initiate a court order within 14 calendar days of the assigned caseworker 
being provided with the necessary documentation. The agency shall notify the person 
or entity with whom a child is placed as soon as practicable, without delay, after an 
order has been obtained or denied; and 

4. Add new provisions stating that nothing in Section 2 shall be construed as preventing 
any party with standing from seeking a court order for the medical treatment of a 
child in the custody of a child welfare agency. 



SB 187 Amendment 

Submitted by Julie Pazina 

May 8, 2025 

 

Section 2:  

1. When a child in the custody of a child welfare agency is in need of non-emergency medically 
recommended care that requires the consent of the child welfare agency, the child welfare agency shall 
within 14 calendar days of the assigned case worker being provided with written notice of a medical 
recommendation or referral for care, provide or deny consent. 

2. If any person or entity, including, without limitation, a person legally responsible for the psychiatric 
care of a child appointed pursuant to NRS 432B.4685, is required to provide consent before a child who 
is in the custody of an agency which provides child welfare services may receive medical or mental 
health treatment, the agency which provides child welfare services shall: 

 a. Make reasonable efforts to obtain such consent not later than 14 calendar days of the 
 assigned case worker being provided with the medical recommendation or referral for care; and 

 b. Notify the person or entity with whom the child is placed as soon as practicable, without 
 delay, after having obtained such consent of the denial or such consent. 

3. When a child in the custody of a child welfare agency is in need of non-emergency medically 
recommended care that requires a court order the child welfare agency shall: 

 a. Within 14 calendar days of the assigned case worker being provided with the necessary 
 documentation, make reasonable efforts to initiate such an order; and 

 b. Notify the person or entity with whom the child is placed as soon as practicable, without 
 delay, after having obtained such consent or the denial of such consent. 

4. Nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing any party with standing from seeking a court 
order for the medical treatment of a child in the custody of a child welfare agency. 

 


