
Good afternoon, Chair Torres-Fossett and members of the hardest working Committee in 
the Nevada State Legislature.  

My name is Fawn Lewis, spelled F (as in Frank)-A-W-N  L-E-W-I-S. I am a retired Nevada 
teacher and school counselor, with over 30 years of experience in education in Nevada. As 
an experienced school counselor, I have worked with students and staff in a variety of 
school settings. I am calling in opposition to the “fast track” licensing of social workers in 
this bill, SB277.  

This bill allows unlicensed staff to make decisions on issues they may not be qualified for.  
I’m deeply concerned about putting the safety of our students in the hands of someone 
who has not completed their educational program or met the required related practicum or 
internship hours. Those courses and required hours are what guides licensed professionals 
in the decisions they make. There may be severe ramifications If someone unqualified is 
permitted to make decisions that have a real impact on students, and it results in harm 
(emotional, mental or physical) as a result.  

This bill does not clearly address how much training the non-licensed staff must have prior 
to being employed nor does it address who is responsible for monitoring them. For school 
counselors, the Department Chair has the skills and background to monitor a school 
counselor who is gaining their practicum hours in the school, however, there rarely is 
someone within the school who is qualified to provide that oversight for a social worker, 
and it shouldn’t fall on the shoulders of a School Counselor to do so, as their job duties are 
different.   

Finally, it completely disregards the situation where a non-licensed staff member drops 
their program of study or fails to complete their required internship or practicum hours 
during the school year.  

As a retired educator, but a lifelong proponent of Education, I sincerely request that you 
reconsider Section 2, subsection 3. m or replace it with clearer language addressing these 
sincere concerns for Nevada’s children’s mental, physical and emotional well-being. Thank 
you. 


