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Nevada Senate Committee on Government Affairs
C/O Chair Senator Flores

401 S Carson Street

Carson City, NV 89701

Good Morning, Chair Flores and Committee Members.
For the record, my name is Tam Lester, and | have been a teacher at Del Sol Academy for nearly ten years and a
proud member of CCEA.

I am here today to express my strong support for AB 462. | have seen firsthand how programs like the Teacher
Academy College Pathway can change lives—not just for aspiring educators but for the students they will
teach. This year, | had the privilege of mentoring a student teacher from UNLYV. She was part of the Teaching
and Training program in her high school. From day one with her as a student teacher, it was clear that she was
made for this profession. She is smart, motivated and caring. As a Vegas born Valley resident, she deeply
understands the strengths, needs, and challenges of our students. She would be an incredible asset to any school,
and yet—she is not staying in Nevada. Instead, she is taking her skills and education to another state. Why?
Because we have not given her enough reasons to stay.

AB 462 could have made a difference. By offering tuition abatement for teaching in CCSD, this bill would
provide real incentives for future educators to remain in Nevada. It would help students like my mentee turn
their passion into a career while addressing the critical teacher shortage in our schools.

We know that students benefit most when they have teachers who understand their backgrounds and
experiences. This program helps ensure that Nevada students—especially those from historically
underrepresented communities—have teachers who reflect and relate to them. It also gives students who may
not otherwise have a clear career path the opportunity to enter a respected, stable profession.

We cannot afford to keep losing high-quality educators to other states. We cannot afford to leave classrooms
without qualified teachers. AB 462 is an investment in Nevada’s future—one that will help students, teachers,
and the Nevada community as a whole. AB 462 also provides a template to help fill vacancies in other
industries.

I urge you to support AB 462 and give Nevada’s students the opportunity they deserve.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,
Tam Lester

Del Sol High School
Executive Board Member, Clark County Education Association






