5B 557/

Good morningJChairmaﬂ and Members of the Committee,

My name is Dr. Harrigal. | am a local radiologist who specializes in cancer
imaging. | have lived and worked in Nevada for more than 10 years.

| am here in stport of SB 387.

So why do we care about lung cancer? Because lung cancer is a big deal.

Lung cancer is'. the leading cause of cancer death in men and women in Nevada.

Every year, lunE cancer kills more people in America than breast cancer and
colon cancer al d prostate cancer.

Why is lung ca*wcer so deadly? Because we usually find it too late.

In many people we find lung cancer when it’s very advanced, at a late stage,

after it has already spread to other organs like the brain or the bones or the
abdomen. T

The good news is that we now have a way to catch lung cancer sooner, when it's
easier to treat. This screening tool is a low dose CT scan and it has been shown
to save lives fr:lm lung cancer by catching it sooner.

Just like mammograms can catch breast cancer sooner, this low cost, low dose
CT scan saves Fives from lung cancer through earlier detection. Its an easy 5
minute test that has been shown to save lives from lung cancer.

Lung cancer sc&zening catches cancers sooner when the cancer is smaller and
easier to treat and the patient has a better chance to survive.

Someone’s cha}uce of surviving lung cancer is directly related to how soon we
can catchit. |

With screening, \we catch more early small Stage 1 lung cancers.
Without screeniig, we find more advanced large Stage 4 lungs cancers, after the
cancer has already spread throughout the body.
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Even though we have this great life saving tool, the bad news is that lung cancer
screening numbers in Nevada are terrible, among the worst in America.

We are trying to fix this.

One of the barriers many people face in getting this life saving test is that their
insurance com#)any doesn’t cover it or requires high co-pays.

Under this bill, health insurance companies would no longer be allowed to require
deductibles and co-pays and would have to cover this important life-saving test.

Medicare already covers this test without a co-pay and these insurance
companies should do the same.

Nevada statute already requires health insurance companies to pay for breast
cancer, colon ctncer, cervical cancer and prostate cancer screenings with no
cost-sharing. This bill would add lung cancer, the deadliest cancer to that list.

Early detection saves lives from cancer.

You have the ability to save many lives from lung cancer by passing SB 387.
You would also be helping thousands of families in Nevada by reducing the
financial burden that comes with lung cancer screening. A test that their
insurance companies should already be covering.

Thank you for your time and for your leadership in our community.
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