
STATE OF NEVADA

BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR SOCIAL WORKERS
4600 Kietzke Lane - C - 121

Reno. Nevada 89502

(775) 688-2555

October 19, 2007

Lome J. Malkiewich, Director
Legislative Counsel Bureau
401 South Carson Street
Carson Oty, NV 89701-4747

Dear Mr. Malkiewich:

Pursuant NRS 622.100, the Board of Examiners for Social Wor1<ers is submitting the
required quarterly disciplinary report for the period of July 1, 2007 through September
30, 2007. On June 30, 2007, the Board records reflected thirty three (33) active
allegation flies. An adjusbT1ent was made to the June 30, 2007 figure reported last
quarter because the report did not reflect that one of the consent decrees reported
covered two allegation files. During the quarter the Board received five (5) new
allegations and dismissed one (1) allegation. At the July meeting, the Board approved
two consent decrees which resulted in action against Melodie Masterson, lSW and
Gerald Earl, LCSW. At the September meeting, the Board approved two additional
consent decrees which resulted in action against Philip James, LSW and Michael Gordon,
LSW. On September 30, 2007, thirty-three (33) allegati,on tiles remained open. Copies
of the Consent Decrees are included.

Pursuant to S6 310 whim passed in the 2007 legislative session, the following
infom1ation has been added to this quarterly report.

54 New social work licenses were issued
40 Social Workers
14 Clinical Sodal Workers

During this same period, 38 social work licenses expired and are no longer valid. This
included 8 Clinical Sodal Workers, 27 Social Workers (4 which received a higher level of
licensure) and 3 Associates in Social Work. Accordingly, there was a net gain of 16 social
work licenses.

Please feel free to call me if you have any questions,

Sincerely,

Enclosures (4)
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BEFORE THE NEVADA STATE BOARD OF

EXAMINERS FOR SOCIAL WORKERS2

3
IN THE MATTER OF

4
CASE NO. GO7-06I MICHAEL GORDEN

L5W NO. 4602-55

6 Respondent.

7

CONSENT DECREE8

The State of Nevada Board of Examiners for Social Workers ("BOARD") having9

GORDEN ("GORDEN-), NRS10
I jurisdiction over licensee MICHAEL
I pursuant to

16418.020; a self-reported based accusation against said licensee having been received11

I alleging violations of the Nevada statutes and regulations controlling the practice of12

I social work; and the parties being mutually desirous of settling the controversy between13

14 them relative to the pending accusation;

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED between the undersigned parties15

that this matter shall be settled and resolved upon the following terms:16

VOLUNTARY WAIVER OF RIGHTS17

GORDEN is aware of, understands, and has been advised of the effect of this18

GORDEN hasConsent Decree, which he has carefully read and fully acknowledges.19

I had the opportunity to consult with competent counsel of his choice.20

GORDEN has freely and voluntarily entered into this Consent Decree, and he is21

aware of his rights to contest the charges pending against him22 These rights include

23 ! representation by an attorney at his own expense, the right to file an answer in

response to a formal complaint, the right to a public hearing on any charges or24

allegations formally filed, the right to confront and cross-examine witnesses called to25

testify against him, the right to present evidence on his own behalf, the right to testify on26

his own behalf, the right to receive written findings of fact and conclusions of law27

28 supporting the decision on the merits of the complaint, and the right to obtain judicial
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w
hether or not related by blood; or legal representative of the client to further his ow

n

is responsible for setting and m
aintaining professional

personal, reljgjous, poljtjcal or business jnterests

not use a relationship w
ith a client; person w

ith significant personal ties to the client,

services as C
lient A

's "G
uardian of the P

erson".

been handling C
lient A

's trust fund

P
erson",

placed.

services, 
including 

subsequent discharges 
from

 
other facilities w

here she had been

assisted in the discharge of C
lient A

.

relationship w
ith C

lient A
 before she w

as adm
itted to the facility.

F
acility ("L T

N
F

") w
hen C

lient A
 w

as adm
itted to the facility on or about June 5, 2005.

P
erson" of an elderly fem

ale patient, C
lient A

.

through the present day.

sam
e, 

he is subject 
to disciplinary 

action 
by the B

O
A

R
D

:

allegations could 
be proven by substantial 

evidence and that by acknow
ledging 

the

11

9 8 7. 6. 4.10 5. 3. 2 1.It w
as 

during 
this 

tim
e the court 

appointed 
G

O
R

D
E

N
 

as her "G
uardian 

of the

T
his 

conduct 
also violated 

N
A

G
 6418.200(6) 

w
hich 

states 
that a licensee

T
his 

conduct 
violated 

N
A

G
 6418.200(5) 

w
hich 

states 
that a licensee 

shal

T
he court also gave G

O
R

D
E

N
 

instructions to review
 how

 the bank had

A
fter C

lient A
 

left the facility, 
G

O
R

D
E

N
 continued 

to 
provide her w

ith

A
s 

part 
of his responsibilities 

as a social 
w

orker 
at the facility, 

G
O

R
D

E
N

S
jnce 

C
lient 

A
's 

death, 
G

O
R

D
E

N
 

has 
sought 

reim
bursem

ent for 
his

C
lient A

 
had no fam

ily in N
evada, 

and G
O

R
D

E
N

 did not have a prior

G
O

R
D

E
N

 
w

as em
ployed 

as a 
social w

orker 
at a Long T

erm
 

N
ursing

G
O

R
D

E
N

 w
as licensed as a S

ocial W
orker on or about June 4, 2004,

n F
ebruary of 2006, G

O
R

D
E

N
 

left his em
ploym

ent 
at L T

N
F

.

It is 
alleged 

that 
G

O
R

D
E

N
 

w
as 

recently 
appointed 

"G
uardian 

of 
the

-3-
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w

ith 
significant 

personal

term
ination 

of the services.

the 
tim

e 
that 

the 
client is receiving professional 

services 
and for 2 years 

after 
the

anticipated 
to 

result 
in the 

license 
deriving 

benefits 
of an 

unprofessional 
nature 

during

otherw
ise provided in subsection 12, a

service and 
relationship 

are 
no longer required

shall term
inate se

m
eet the needs or interests of the client.

interest of the client. 
A

 licensee shall collaborate w
ith other colleagues as necessary to

shall seek advice and counsel of colleagues and supervisors w
henever it is in the best

shall practice social w
ork w

ith professional skill and com
petence.

representative of the client

actions or failing to take appropriate actions

shal

term
ination of the professional relationship.

shall not solicit or enter into a dual relationship w
ith a client for at least 2 years after the

by blood; or legal representative of the client in any m
anner w

hich could reasonably be

influence a client; person w
ith significant personal ties to a client, w

hether or not related

interests of the client.

pursuant 
to N

R
S

 6418.400.

not cause a client physical, m
ental or em

otional 
harm

 by taking direct or indirect

13.

16,

15.

14

1218.

17

T
his conduct also violated N

A
G

 6418.205(7) 
w

hich states that a licensee

T
his conduct also violated N

A
G

 6418.205(1) 
w

hich states that a licensee

T
his conduct also violated N

A
G

 6418.205(14) 
w

hich states that a licensee

T
his conduct also violated N

A
G

 6418.205(13) 
w

hich states that a licensee

T
his conduct also violated N

A
C

 6418.205(11) 
w

hich states that except as

T
his conduct also violated N

A
G

 6418.205(8) 
w

hich states that a licensee

T
hat the foregoing facts constitute grounds for initiating disciplinary action

to a client and a professional relationship w
ith a client w

hen the

ties 
to 

the 
client, w

hether 
or 

not 
related 

by 
blood; 

legal

-4- icensee 
shal

or 
no 

longer serve the 
needs 

or

not influence or attem
pt to



1 19 That pursuant to Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 6418.430(3) and (4):

2 If the Board finds the person guilty as charged in the
complaint it may by order:

3
a) Place the person on probation for a specified period
or until further order of the board.4

5 b) Administer to the person a public reprimand

6 c) Limit the practice of the person to, or by exclusion
of, one or more specified branches of social work.

7
d) Suspend the license of the person to practice social
work for a specified period or until further order of the
board.

8

9
e) Revoke the license of the person to practice social
work.10

11 f) Impose a fine of not more than $5000, which must
be deposited with the state treasurer for credit to the
state general fund.12

13 g) Require the person to pay all costs incurred by the
board relating to the discipline of the person.

14
The order of the board may contain other terms,
provisions or conditions, as the board deems proper
and which are not inconsistent with law.

15

16

17 STIPULATED ADJUDICATION

18 GORDEN stipulates that pursuant to the authority of NRS 6418.430(3), the

19 BOARD will suspend his license to practice social work for two years. This suspension

20 will be stayed and GORDEN will be placed on probation for a two-year period During

21 this probationary period, GORDEN agrees to comply with the following conditions

22 1 GORDEN shall maintain his license number L5W 4602-5 during the

23 probationary period delineated in paragraph 3 herein below.

24 2. Within ninety (90) days of the approval and execution of this Consent

25 Decree. GORDEN shall pay the BOARD four hundred dollars ($400.00) in legal and

26 investigative fees.

27 3, The period of probation shall commence upon execution of this Consent

28 Decree by the presiding member of the BOARD After the probation has been in effect

-5-



!NG
O

C
N

~
~

~
.-

>
-(/)'-

G
 

\A
")

E
-0)

~
co

:8~
>

oI(..Jz
~

 
-

.~
O

:s.ac

O
~

~
80
U

N
1E

.1;
0

2728 26 25 24 23 22 21 20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

W
orkers

addressed in the report to the B
oard m

ust include:

consultant shal

subm
itted 

to the 
B

O
A

R
D

 regarding 
G

O
R

D
E

N
's 

one hour 
counseling 

sessions

clinical social w
orker w

ho w
ill consult w

ith G
O

R
D

E
N

of this C
onsent D

ecree w
hile the C

onsent D
ecree is in force.

relationship w
ith the G

O
R

D
E

N
. 

Issues to be discussed 
in the m

onthly m
eeting and

G
O

R
D

E
N

 
w

ill 
w

rite, 
and 

the 
consultant 

w
ill 

sign, 
quarterly 

reports 
that 

m
ust 

be

of the circum
stances surrounding it.

consulting or volunteering. 
A

ny notification of term
ination shall contain a full explanation

tw
o (72) hours after any change in social w

ork em
ploym

ent, including self-em
ploym

ent,

G
O

R
D

E
N

 to the B
O

A
R

D
 in w

riting w
ithin seventy-tw

o (72) hours.

practice 
of 

social w
ork 

in this 
S

tate

the 
B

O
A

R
D

, w
hich are not inconsistent w

ith this C
onsent 

D
ecree, pertaining to the

follow
ing term

s and conditions:

counsel and prove com
pliance w

ith the C
onsent D

ecree.

P
resident 

of 
the 

B
O

A
R

D
 

or 
his/her 

designee. 
the 

E
xecutive 

D
irector 

and 
B

O
A

R
D

B
O

A
R

D
.

for a m
inim

um
 tw

o-year tim
e period, G

O
R

D
E

N
 m

ay apply for relief from
 probation to the

4

U
pon application for relief from

 probation G
O

R
D

E
N

 agrees to m
eet w

ith the

d, c. b. D
uring 

the 
term

 
of 

probation, 
G

O
R

D
E

N
 

agrees 
to 

com
ply 

w
ith 

the

a.

be 
independent, 

w
ith 

no 
prior 

business, 
professiona

(iv)

(iii)

(ii)

(i) G
O

R
D

E
N

 
shal

G
O

R
D

E
N

 
shall 

notify 
his current 

em
ployer 

and any future 
em

ployer

G
O

R
D

E
N

 
is required 

to notify the B
O

A
R

D
 

in w
riting 

w
ithin 

seventy-

G
O

R
D

E
N

 
shall 

obey 
all federal, 

state 
and 

local law
s, and orders 

of

R
eview

 of N
A

G
 6418,

U
se and m

isuse 
of pow

er in client 
relationships; 

and

P
rofessional 

responsibilities 
to clients;

B
oundaries 

and dual relationships;

m
eet m

onthly w
ith 

a 
B

O
A

R
D

 approved 
licensed

A
ny 

and 
all violations 

shall 
be 

reported 
by

-6-

"S
tandards of P

ractice" for S
ocial

D
uring 

this period 
of consultation,

or 
personal

T
he



~
N!~~
j>
-~

.-
.cn'-
E

 
.-~

oc~
=

~
>

oI(G
lz

:s:;g
_

G
IG

)
o~

a:
3°

!E
N

0.1;

2728 26 25 24 23 22 21 20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 45 3 2 1

potential violation

the B
O

A
R

D
 or a court of com

petent jurisdiction, w
hichever last occurs, regarding a

D
irector so requests, and refrain from

 practicing social w
ork until entry of a final order of

G
O

R
D

E
N

 agrees to surrender 
his license to the E

xecutive D
irector, if the E

xecutive

revocation of his license to practice social w
ork in the S

tate of N
evada

G
O

R
D

E
N

 
authorized 

by 
N

R
S

 
6418.430(3), 

and 
(4) 

including, 
but 

not 
lim

ited 
to,

finding of a violation of this C
onsent D

ecree, the B
O

A
R

D
 m

ay im
pose any penalty upon

been a violation of the term
s of this C

onsent D
ecree.

G
O

R
D

E
N

, convene a hearing for the lim
ited purpose of establishing that he has, in fact,

provisions of this C
onsent D

ecree.

assessm
ents by the B

oard for the cost of m
onitoring his com

pliance or carrying out the

delineated in this

period only w
hile em

ployed as a Licensed S
ocial W

orker in the S
tate of N

evada as

the B
oard w

ithin ninety (90) days of the effective date of the C
onsent D

ecree

the psychologist show
ing that G

O
R

D
E

N
 is fit to practice social w

ork m
ust be filed w

ith

social w
ork.

D
ecree, G

O
R

D
E

N
 m

ust com
plete a psychological evaluation show

ing f

im
pacted 

G
O

R
D

E
N

.

and upon com
pletion, 

subm
it 

a report to the 
B

O
A

R
D

 
regarding how

 the 
education

pre-approved by the B
oard on the issue of boundaries, dual relationships, and ethics,

In the event that 
a violation 

of the term
s 

of the 
C

onsent D
ecree is alleged,

G
O

R
D

E
N

 
understands 

that 
the 

B
O

A
R

D
 

m
ay, 

upon 
three 

days 
notice 

to

5.

g. T
he forensic psychologist m

ust be approved by the B
oard. 

A
 report from

f. e.

V
IO

LA
T

IO
N

 O
F

G
O

R
D

E
N

 agrees to w
aive his right to appeal the substantive legal

G
O

R
D

E
N

 
shall

W
ithin 

forty-five 
(45) 

days 
of 

the 
eft.

G
O

R
D

E
N

 
m

ust attend at least six hours of continuing education

of the C
onsent [:,

T
E

,.

ive credit 
tow

ard service of his probationary

S
 O

F
 C

O
N

S
E

N
T

 D
E

C
R

E
E

.7-

If such a hearing results in a

date of 
the 

C
onsent

G
O

R
D

E
N

 w
ill be financially responsible for all requirem

ents of this C
onsent

D
ecree, including the cost of the B

oard approved consultant and any reasonable financial

to practice
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the event an alleged violation of the C
onsent D

ecree is taken to

shall aqain be operative and in full force and effect.

shall be taken by the B
O

A
R

D
 and the suspension p.

Im
endation for

w

~
basis 

of the 
orir,inal 

disciplinary 
action, 

w
hich 

is the 
basis 

for this 
~

onsent 
uecree

-r.
'at from

 the A
ttorney G

eneral's O
ffice at its next m

eeting.

A
C

C
E

P
T

A
N

C
E

 B
Y

 T
H

E
 B

O
A

R
D

T
his 

C
onsent 

D
ecree 

w
as 

presented 
and

-8-

w
hich constitute the violation are determ

ined to be not proven, no

..Iy 
ordered 

by 
the 

B
O

A
R

D

by 
the 

B
O

A
R

D
 

w
ith 

a

,..- _.
'~

 
and the facts

~

In



1 COMPLETE CONSENT DECREE

2 This Consent Decree embodies the entire agreement between the BOARD and

3 GORDEN. It may not be altered, amended, or modified without the express written

4 consent of the parties.

5 DATED this / ~ day of ./~~~: , 2007

6
...~4

7

8 GORDEN,
/

9

2~10 DATED this

11
STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS
FOR SOCIAL WORKERS12

13

14 By:
RANDY ~INO~O
Presiding O~r , ~~15

16

17 The foregoing Consent Decree between MICHAEL GORDEN and the STATE OF

18 NEVADA BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR SOCIAL WORKERS in Case No. GO7-06 is

19 approved as to fonn and content. II. . . ..IJ-

DATED this JL day of u'JJ~~~ .2007.20

21

~~~~RT/~I~J~~~9 Y f
22

23

By:24
(../

Attorney General
5420 Kietzke Lane, Suite 202
Reno, Nevada 89511
(775) 688-1818

25

26

27
Counsel to the State of Nevada Board
of Examiners for Social Workers28

-9-
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ORDER1

. 2007 I the State ofBy a majority vote on the2

I Nevada Board of Examiners for Social Workers approved and adopted the terms and3

conditions set for the in the attached Consent Decree with MICHAEL GORDEN. LSW.4

5 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE.

DATED this ~ day of ~~~~~ _~~:!II_.

.~n
6

7

8 -
RANDY REINOSO,lS
Presiding offic'ei7-9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

-10-



1 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

am an employee of the Office of the Attorney General and that oncertify that2

IthisL served a copy of the foregoing CONSENT DECREE,day of August, 2007,3

by placing said document in the U.S. Mail, Certified, Return Receipt Requested, first4

! class postage prepaid, addressed to:5

6
Michael Gorden, LSW

I. 4411 Leche Way
I Reno, Nevada 89502

7

8

9
~~~~Office'
of the Attorney General10

11

12"!N
.0
eN
. G

<-'~- ~

'C'(/)~
E '0)

G~

ji>
.c-'z G '

.~o
=Qli
'O~~
80
UN

1E.1;0

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
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that this m
atter shall be settled and resolved upon the follow

ing term
s:

m
utually 

desirous of settling 
the 

contr4

jurisdiction

supporting the decision on the m
erits of the com

plaint, and the right to obtain judicial

his ow
n 

behalf, the right to 
receive w

ritten findings of fact and conclusions 
of law

testify against him
, the right to present evidence on his ow

n behalf, the right to testify on

allegations form
ally

aw
are of his rights to contest the charges pending against him

the opportunity to consult w
ith

C
onsent D

ecree, w
hich he has carefully read and fully acknow

ledges

accusation;

T
he S

tate of N
evada B

O
A

R
D

 of E
xam

iners for S
ocial W

orkers ("B
O

A
R

D
-) having

IT
 IS

 H
E

R
E

B
Y

 S
T

IP
U

LA
T

E
D

 A
N

D
 A

G
R

E
E

D
 betw

een the undersigned parties

B
E

F
O

R
E

 T
H

E
 N

E
V

A
D

A
 S

T
A

T
E

 B
O

A
R

D
 O

F

filed, the right to confront and cross-exam
ine witnesses called to

E
X

A
M

IN
E

R
S

 F
O

R
 S

O
C

IA
L W

O
R

K
E

R
S

V
O

LU
N

T
A

R
Y

 W
A

IV
E

R
 O

F
 R

IG
H

T
S

petent counsel of his choice.

the right to a public hearing on 
any 

charges 
or

-1-

IT
 D

E
C

R
E

E

;Y
them

 relative to the pending

T
hese rights include

JA
M

E
S

 has had

G
O

7-04

). and 
he 

is
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this m
atter w

ere to be

the N
evada S

ocial W
ork P

ractice A
ct (N

R
S

 and N
A

C
 641 B

)

B
O

A
R

D
,

available for inspection by any person so requesting

during w
hich the B

O
A

R
D

 considers and accepts or rejects this C
onsent D

ecree is open

other national databases as required by law
.

R
eporting S

ystem
 (O

A
R

S
) of the A

ssociation of S
ocial W

ork B
oards (A

S
W

B
) or such

also 
becom

es 
a 

public 
docum

ent 
and 

w
ill

satisfaction of the B
O

A
R

D

until all tenns and conditions set tonh in this C
onsent D

ecree have been m
et to the

revocation of his license to practice social w
ork in N

evada

the legal pow
er and authority to take disciplinary action, including, but not lim

ited to, the

that has precipitated this C
onsent D

ecree.

subsequent disciplinary hearing conducted by the B
O

A
R

D

consideration of the C
onsent D

ecree and JA
M

E
S

 hereby w
aives any claim

 of bias or

w
il

exchange for the B
O

A
R

D
'S

 acceptance of this C
onsent D

ecree.

to the public and that the m
inutes of the 

B
O

A
R

D
 

m
eeting are a public docum

ent,

review
 of the decision.

be 
disqualified 

from
 

further 
hearing 

of 
this 

m
atter. 

by 
reason 

of 
his 

or 
her

JA
M

E
S

 understands the nature of the allegations under consideration by the

JA
M

E
S

 acknow
ledges that at the tim

e this C
onsent D

ecree becom
es effective. it

JA
M

E
S

 ackn,.

JA
M

E
S

 acknow
ledges that the B

O
A

R
D

 has jurisdiction over him
 and the conduct

If the C
onsent D

ecree is not accepted by the B
O

A
R

D
, no m

em
ber of the B

O
A

R
D

H
e acknow

ledges that the conduct described below
 constitutes violations of

S
T

IP
U

LA
T

E
D

 F
A

C
T

S
 A

N
D

 C
O

N
C

LU
S

IO
N

S
 O

F
 LA

W

P
U

B
LIC

A
T

IO
N

 O
F

 C
O

N
S

E
N

T
 D

E
C

R
E

E

taken

A
ll of these rights are being voluntarily w

aived by JA
M

E
S

 in

:ges that the B
O

A
R

D
 w

il

to a

JU
R

IS
D

IC
T

IO
N

disciplinary

-2. JA
M

E
S

 acknow
ledges that the B

O
A

R
D

 has

be reported to the D
isciplinary A

ction

It is also 
understood 

that 
any 

m
eeting

hearing

retain jurisdiction over this m
atter

before

H
e acknow

ledges that if

the
B

O
A

R
D

,
the

.
prejudice based upon said consideration by any m

em
ber of the 

B
O

A
R

D
 in any
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practice social w
ork w

ith professional skill and com
petence.

base his practice upon recognized know
ledge relevant to social w

ork.

w
hich he is associated.

com
petency, affiliations and licenses, or those of the institutions and organizations w

ith

not 
m

isrepresent,

this letter.

packet to obtain social w
ork positions in those states.

and 
N

ew
 

M
exico 

w
here 

the 
sam

e 
letter 

w
as 

subm
itted as part of JA

M
E

S
' interview

P
ersonnel interview

er.

did not w
rite the letter of recom

m
endation that JA

M
E

S
 provided to the D

epartm
ent of

D
ivision of A

ging S
ervices.

interview
 he provided the interview

er w
ith three (3) letters of reference.

of P
ersonnel 

w
hen applying 

for a job as a social w
orker for the S

tate of N
evada.

on January 3,2007, and has been in effect through the present day.

January 22, 2002.

follow
ing

acknow
ledging the sam

e, he is subject 
to disciplinary 

action 
by the B

O
A

R
D

:

9to 8,

7 6, 5 4 3. 2. 1

allegations

T
his conduct violated N

A
G

 6418.205(1) w
hich states that a licensee shai

T
his conduct violated N

A
C

 6418.200(11) w
hich states that a licensee shall

T
his conduct violated N

A
G

 6418.200(2) w
hich states that a licensee shall

T
S

 reported that the agencies w
ere inform

ed that she did not w
rite or sign

T
S

 further indicated that she had received several calls from
 both T

exas

W
hen T

S
 w

as contacted by the P
ersonnel O

ffice, she indicated that she

O
ne letter w

as allegedly w
ritten by T

S
, 

E
lder 

R
ight S

upervisor for the

JA
M

E
S

 
interview

ed for a vacant position and 
in the course of that

It is alleged that JA
M

E
S

 subm
itted a forged docum

ent to the D
epartm

ent

JA
M

E
S

 w
as originally licensed as a licensed social w

orker on or about

H
is license lapsed on June 30, 2005.

directly 
or 

by 
im

plication, 
his 

ow
n 

professional

could
be

proven-3-

by 
substantial

H
is license w

as then restored

evidence

qualifications.

and
that 

by



1 11 This conduct violated NAC 641 B.~OO(3) which states that a licensee shall

2 not use fraud and deception in . rendering services as a social worker.

3 12. That the foregoing facts constitute grounds for initiating disciplinary action

4 pursuant to NRS 6418.400

5 13. That pursuant to Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 6418.430(3) and (4):

6 If the Board finds the person guilty as charged in the
complaint it may by order:

7
a) Place the person on probation for a specified
period or until further order of the board.8

9 b) Administer to the person a public reprimand

10 c) Limit the practice of the person to, or by exclusion
of, one or more specified branches of social work.

11
d) Suspend the license of the person to practice
social work for a specified period or until further order
of the board.

12

">-
G>
C
...
0
~
c(
G>

.c
-
-
0

G>
U
IE
0

13
e) Revoke the license of the person to practice social
work.14

15 f) Impose a fine of not more than $5000, which must
be deposited with the state treasurer for credit to the
state general fund.16

17 g) Require the person to pay all costs incurred by the
board relating to the discipline of the person.

18
The order of the board may contain other terms,
provisions or conditions, as the board deems proper
and which are not inconsistent with law.

19

20

21 STIPULATED ADJUDICATION

22 JAMES stipulates that pursuant-to the authority of NRS 6418.430(3) and (4), the

23 BOARD will administer a public reprimand Specifically, JAMES agrees to comply with

24 the following conditions:

25 1 JAMES shall maintain his license number LSW 4152-S during the public

26 reprimand

27

28
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w
hich constitute 

the violation are determ
ined to be not proven, no disciplinary action

shall be taken by the B
O

A
R

D

the event an alleged violation of the C
onsent D

ecree is taken to hearing and the facts

basis of the original disciplinary action. w
hich is the basis for this C

onsent D
ecree

the B
O

A
R

D
 or a court of com

petent jurisdiction, w
hichever last occurs, 

regarding a

D
irector so requests, and refrain from

 practicing social w
ork until entry of a final order of

JA
M

E
S

 aqrees to surrender his license to the E
xecutive D

irector. if the E
xecutive

of his license to practice social w
ork in the S

tate of N
evada

JA
M

E
S

 authorized by N
R

S
 6418.430(3), and (4) including, but not lim

ited to, revocation

been in violation of the term
s of this C

onsent D
ecree

JA
M

E
S

, convene a hearing for the lim
ited purpose of establishing that he has, in fact.

financial assessm
ents by the B

O
A

R
D

 for the costs of m
onitoring his com

pliance or

D
ecree, including 

the 
cost of the 

B
O

A
R

D
 approved consultant and 

any 
reasonable

T
hese continuing education credits cannot be used tow

ards his renew
al.

approved by the B
oard on the topics of ethics, fraud and professional responsibility.

D
ecree, JA

M
E

S
 shall pay the B

O
A

R
D

 tw
o hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) in legal and

,tial violation

4JA
M

E
S

 
understands that the B

O
A

R
D

 m
ay, upon thirty (30) days notice to

3, 2.out the provisions of the

~

fees.

JA
M

E
S

 w
ill be t

JA
M

E
S

 m
ust

W
ithin forty-fIV

e (45) days of the approval and

JA
M

E
S

 ag

I finding of a violation of this C
onsent D

ecree, the.B
O

A
R

D
 m

ay im
pose any penalty upon

to w
aive his right to appeal the sul

at 
least 

six 
(6)

In the event that a violation of the term
s of the C

onsent D
ecree is alleged,

-5-

If such a hearing results in a

of continuing ed

Ition of the C
onsent

for all requirem
ents of the C

onsent

.tive legal

In



ACCEPTANCE BY THE BOARD1

This Consent Decree was presented and accepted by the BOARD with a2

recommendation for approval from the Attorney General's Office at its next meeting3

COMPLETE CONSENT DECREE4

This Consent Decree embodies the entire agreement between the BOARD and5

It may not be altered. amended. or modified without the expressPHilLIP JAMES.6

written consent of the parties.

i DATED this ~~~~- day of

7

:~L'I' .~~~.78

9

10
PHilLIP

11

2..412
day Of~~ ~b1:\ _2&~~J"!N.0

CN'"
O~

~~
>-cn~. It)
C -0)
...GI~

~i>
.c:-Iz GI -
.~o

.c!JC
-~~
--~
o~

.0
UN

e~
Oln

DATED this
13

OF NEVp:-DA 'E}9ARD OF
-', F;~SQe;IAL WORKERS

14

15
L..,

16

17

The foregoing Consent Decree between PHilLIP JAMES and the STATE OF18

NEVADA BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR SOCIAL WORKERS in Case No. GO7-Q4 is19

20

21

22

~/TO23 I
24 By

25

26

27

'HEr-tNA KACYRA -'

Deputy Attorney General
5420 Kietzke Lane, Suite 202
Reno, Nevada 89511
(775) 688-1818
Counsel to the State of Nevada
Board of Examiners for Social Workers28

-6-

! approved as to form and content



ORDER1

I 2007 t the State of1..t..-day of -1.",~ .4.c..-I,2 By a majority vote on the

Nevada Board of Examiners for Social Workers approved and adopted the terms and3
I. conditions set forth in the attached Consent Decree with PHilLIP JAMES, lSW.4

5

6

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE.

DATED this L4: day Of~fW~~, 2~j-
/,),~7

N~By:8
RANDY
Presiding

(l$W ~I~

) ~I .
~.,C)JI"().A.,

9

\~~.l.N')Q&J10

11

12

>.
G)
c

~
.I(
.

.c
-
-
0

.
u

='
0

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE1

2

3

4

5

I certify that I am an employee of the Office of the Attorney General and that on

this ~~Yr~jl£~~YJ'lerved a copy of the foregoing CONSENT DECREE. by

placing said document in the U.S. Mail, Certified Return Receipt Requested, first class
'!": - -;':...,

postage prepaid, addreSsed to:

I Mr. ~ip~'Ja1P~'s:, L~~,:~?~,~~~
420 1/2 N:'Tdr1l-er Street
Hobbs, NM 88240

6

7

8

9 of the Attorney General
10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

-8-

I

,
I

f
0
=
-<
.
:5
'0

N
0
N

.I
~
V)

..
C

~

!

.-

i
~
0"

j



1 BEFORE THE NEVADA STATE BOARD OF

EXAMINERS FOR SOCIAL WORKERS2

3

IIN THE MATTER OF )
)
)
)
.)
)

4

I MElODIE MASTERSON
lSW NO. 2898-S

CASE NO. GO7-055

6
Respondent

7

8

CONSENT DECREE9

10 The State of Nevada Board of Examiners for Social Workers ("BOARD-) having

I jurisdiction over licensee MELODIE MASTERSON ("MASTERSON"). pursuant to NRS11

~
GI
e
GI

(!)
>.
Q)

E
0
=
-<
Q)

.e
-

'0
Q)
u

~

12 J641B.O20; an accusation against said licensee having been received alleging violations

13 of the Nevada statutes and regulations controlling the practice of social work; and the

I parties being mutually desirous of settling the controversy between them relative to the14

15 pending accusation;

16 IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED between the undersigned parties

17 I that this matter shall be settled and resolved upon the following terms:

18 VOLUNTARY WAIVER OF RIGHTS

19 MASTERSON is aware of, understands, and has been advised of the effect of

20 which she carefully read and fully acknowledges.this Consent Decree, has

21 MASTERSON has had the opportunity to consult with competent counsel of her choice.
I

22 MASTERSON has freely and voluntarily entered into this Consent Decree, and

These rights23 she is aware of her rights to contest the charges pending against her

24 I include representation by an attorney at her own expense, the right to file an answer in

25 response to a formal complaint, the right to a public hearing on any charges or

26 I allegations formally filed, the right to confront and cross-examine witnesses called to

27 I testify against her, the right to present evidence on her own behalf, the right to testify on

28 her own behalf, the right to receive written findings of fact and conclusions of law

-1-
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violations 
of 

the

the 
B

O
A

R
D

.

for inspection by any person so requesting.

the public and that the

in w
hich the B

O
A

R
D

 considers and accepts or rejects this C
,

such 
other 

national 
databases 

as required 
by law

.

the

m
atter until all term

s and conditions set forth in this C
onsent D

ecree have been m
et to

",.fective

the B
O

A
R

D
 has the legal pow

er and authority to take disciplinary action, including, but

conduct that has precipitated this C
onsent C

subsequent disciplinary hearing conducted by the B
O

A
R

D

bias or prejudice based upon said

consideration 
of the C

onsent D
ecree and M

A
S

T
E

R
S

O
N

 
hereby w

aives any claim
 of

w
il

ree.

rev

be 
disqualified 

from
 

further 
hearing 

of 
this 

m
atter. 

by 
reason 

of 
his 

or 
her

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N

ng the

. it also

supporti

S
he acknow

ledges that the conduct described below
 constitutes

II
§I!f.1

(O
A

R
S

) of the

~ iLIC
l

of her license

.~
'

, m
inutes of the B th, of the com

plaint, and the right to obtain judicia

IS
D

IC
T

IO
N

to

by any

social w
ork in

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 ackn

Iber of the B
O

A
R

D
 in any

is open to

S
he by

in exchange 
for the B

O
A

R
D

'S
 

acceptance 
of this C

onsent 
D

ec

iew
 of the decision. 

A
ll of these 

rights are being voluntarily 
w

aived 
by M

A
S

T
E

R
S

O
N

O
F

 C
O

N
S

E
N

T
 D

E
C

R
E

E
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do w
hatever was necessary to ensure that she w

ould be drug free

she had been placed on

31,2000, through A
pril 30,2007

B
O

A
R

D
. the follow

ing allegations could be proven by substantial evidence and that by

until January 31, 2007.

d M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 w

as also advised that failure to m
eet the requi

she 
w

as 
required 

to

sent to M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 on D

S
ocial W

orkers to discuss the issues set forth in the N

counselor for the state and had entered into a drug program
 at B

ehavioral H
ealth

been a habitual m
arijuana sm

oker m
ost of her adult life.

her

F
am

ily S
ervices ("D

C
F

S
") for testing positive for m

arijuana and that she w
as w

illing to

S
andra Low

ery, LC
S

W
 and the E

xecutive D
irector to the B

O
A

R
D

 of E
xam

iners for

26 4 3 17. 5.

S
ervices (B

H
S

)

J,j

A
t 

the 
tim

e 
of 

said 
letter. 

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 

w
as 

also

O
n N

ovem
ber 21, 2006, M

A
S

T
E

R
S

O
N

 
notified the B

oard, via letter, that

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 

w
as 

licensed 
as a 

licensed 
social w

orker 
on or about 

M
ay

A
s a result of the D

ecem
ber 7, 2006 m

eeting, a letter of agreem
ent w

as

In 
the N

ovem
ber 21, 2006 letter to the B

O
A

R
D

 and in her statem
ents to

N
o resr')onse to the letter of agreem

ent w
as received in the B

oard office

at the tim
e of the drug test, M

A
S

T
E

R
S

O
N

that if this

that she had already 
begun.

com
plete ber 22, 2006, outlining the m

inim
um

 requirem
ents that

in

.~
:r.g the sam

e, she is subject to d'

to be taken to a disciplinary

-3- from
 

her job w
ith the D

ivision 
of C

hild and

order 
to

Jber 21, 2006 letter. 
D

uring

by the B
O

A
R

D

her 
rehabilitation

nts could result in

that she had

~9 the 
E

A
P

hearin'1 before the

O
n or about D

ecem
ber 7 I 2006, 

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 m

et w
ith B

oard m
em

ber
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that a licensee shall not engage in the p.

contact with the state E
A

P
 counselor.

outpatient program
 at B

H
S

.

w
ork.

com
ply 

w
ith any state or

social w
ork that are set forth in this chapter and chapter 641 B

 of N
R

S
. A

 licensee shall

im
paired 

by alcohol, 
drugs, 

or any other chem
ical,

pursuant to N
R

S
 6418.400.

6418.220, is found.

not cause 
a client physical, 

m
ental 

or em
otional 

harm
 by taking 

direct 
or indirect 

actions

practice 
social 

w
ork 

w
ith 

p.

initiating 
disciplinary action exists w

here habitual use of alcohol or any controlled

ply w
ith all the

9.

812

11.

1014 1317

16.

15.

w
hich im

pairs the ability to p

O
n or about D

ecem
ber 

15, 2006, M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 

stopped attending the

T
his cond uct violated N

A
C

 641 B
.200( 11) w

hich states that a licensee shall

T
his conduct violated N

A
C

 641B
.200(4)(a) w

hich states in pertinent part

T
his 

conduct violated 
N

R
S

 6418.400(1) 
w

hich 
states that grounds 

for

T
hat the foregoing facts constitute grounds for initiating disciplinary action

T
his conduct

or failing to take appropriate actions

action exists w
here 

unprofessional conduct, as defined by N
A

G

.ions of the statutes and regulations governing the practice of

base his practice upon recognized

Ii law
 or regulation that is relevant to the practice of social

lanai skill and

S
ince on or about 

D
ecem

ber 23, 2006, M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 

had little or 
no

-4-

social w
ork is found

of social w
ork w

hile the licensee is

Int to social w
ork

T
his conduct violated N

A
C

 6418.205(1) w
hich states that a licensee shall

T
his conduct violated N

A
G

 6418.205(14) w
hich states that a licensee shall

that grounds 
for

T
his conduct violated N

A
C

 6418.200(18) w
hich states that a licensee shall



1 18 That pursuant to Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 6418.430, which states

2 in pertinent part

3 If the Board finds the person guilty as charged in the
complaint it may by order:

4
a) Place the person on probation for a specified
period or until further order of the board.5

6 b) Administer to the person a public reprimand

7 c) Limit the practice of the person to, or by exclusion
of. one or more specified branches of social work.

8
d) Suspend the license of the person to practice social
work for a specified period or until further order of the
board.

9

10
e) Revoke the license of the person to practice social
work.11

12 f} Impose a fine of not more than $5000, which must
be deposited with the state treasurer for credit to the
state general fund.13

14 g) Require the person to pay all costs incurred by the
BOARD relating to the discipline of the person.

15
The order of the BOARD may contain other terms,
provisions or conditions, as the BOARD deems proper
and which are not inconsistent with law.

16

17

18 STIPULATED ADJUDICATION

19 MASTERSON stipulates that pursuant to the authority of NRS 6418.430, NRS

20 1622.330 and NRS 622A.300, the BOARD will revoke MASTERSON's license to practice

21 social work and she agrees to voluntary surrender her license to the BOARD The

22 I revocation shall commence upon execution of this Consent Decree by the presiding

23 I member of the BOARD Upon the surrender of the license, MASTERSON agrees to

24 I comply with the following conditions

25 1 Within forty-five (45) days of the approval and execution of this Consent

26 Decree, MASTERSON shall pay $500.00 in legal and investigative fees. If needed.

27 I MASTERSON may contact the Board within 14 days to set up a payment plan for this

28 amount.
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the presiding

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
's a

be deem
ed adm

itted for the purpose of m
aking a determ

ination of approval or denial of

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 understands that all of the charges contained in this consent degree shal

year 
tim

e 
period,

judgm
ent

approved forensic 
psychiatrist 

or 
forensic 

psychologist 
regarding 

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
's

and pay any and all application and licensure fees

taking and successfully passing any and al

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 

shall

from
 a B

oard

the 
B

O
A

R
D

 
m

ay 
request 

an independent 
evaluation 

of her 
current 

status 
in recovery

recom
m

endations of the evaluator.

release

recom
m

endations 
of the evaluator.

B
oard 

approved 
forensic 

psychiatrist 
or 

forensic 
psychologist 

referenced 
above

licensure, she agrees to:

very and her ability to practice safely. 
M

A
S

T
E

R
S

O
N

 understands and agrees that

2

all

all and 
ability 

to 
function

T
he 

revocation 
shall com

m
ence 

upon execution 
of this 

C
onsent 

D
ecree by

b ad c inform
ation

~

ber of the B
O

A
R

D

restricted 
license. 

T
he 

restrictions 
m

ay 
include, 

but are not lim
ited 

to, 
lim

its 
on practice

M
eet 

all 
current 

requirem
ents 

for 
licensure

P
rovide 

a 
w

ritten evaluation to 
the 

B
O

A
R

D
 from

 
a 

B
O

A
R

D

A
fter review

 of the evaluator's reports, the B
oard m

ay issue a

P
rovide proof satisfactory 

to the 
B

O
A

R
D

 of 
her 

rehabilitation or

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 

m
ay 

apply 
for 

re-instatem
ent 

to 
the 

B
O

A
R

D
.

drug and

toto for 
reinstatem

ent.

the

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 

shall 
execute 

a 
R

elease 
of

a 
R

elease 
of

Jim
ited, to filing an application for

the

B
oard.

safely

A
fter the revocation has been in effect for a one-

-6-

treatm
ent relevant to the listed violations as w

el

evaluator. T
his evaluator 

m
ay be the

and 
com

petently as

exam
inations required of new

 applicants,

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N

.t on a form
 

J:.

If 
M

A
S

T
E

R
S

O
N

 
re-applies 

for

:on authorizing 
the 

evaluator to

Inform
ation authorizing 

the 
evaluator to

shall

shal

including, 
but 

not

com
ply 

w
ith

com
ply 

w
ith

a

by the B
O

A
R

D
.

social 
w

orker.

the

the

as M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
's 

current status in
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and 
w

ork 
setting

authority of N
R

S
 641B

.430, the B
O

A
R

D
 m

ay im
pose a tw

o (2) year period of probation

borne by M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N

rehabilitation or m
onitoring program

s. A
ny cost related to the restricted license shall be

rehabilitation program
s 

or 
groups, 

psychotherapy 
I 

counseling, 
or 

other 
appropriate

alcohol and/or 
drug screens show

 
a positive result for 

either alcohol and/or 
drugs,

drug screenings for up to tw
o (2) years at the discretion of the B

O
A

R
D

term
s and conditions

upon her license to practice social w
ork in the S

tate of N
evada subject to the follow

ing

full explanation of the circum
stances surrounding it

em
ploym

ent, 
consulting or volunteering

tw
o (72)

violations shall be reported by M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 to the B

O
A

R
D

 in w
riting w

ithin seventy-

com
pany policies or contracts and orders of the B

O
A

R
D

, w
hich are not inconsistent w

ith

drug and alcohol evaluators.

license and any recom
m

endations of the forensic psychiatrist, forensic psychologist, or

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 agrees to im

m
ediately surrender her social w

ork license to the B
O

A
R

D

em
ploym

ent.

any restriction on her license or 
term

 or condition of probation w
hich w

ill affect her

seventy-tw
o (72) hours after any change in

3

a If her license is reinstated, M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 stipulates that pursuant to the

e d.

c, b

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 shall 

provide 
a 

copy 
of 

the

use 
of w

orksite 
m

onitors, 
participation 

in 
chem

ical 
dependency

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 

shall 
not

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 

is required to notify 
the 

B
O

A
R

D
 in w

riting 
w

ithin

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 shall obey all federal, state and local law

s, insurance

this C
onsent D

ecree, pertaining to the practice of social w
ork in this S

tate

A
ny

-7- fy 
all 

current 
and 

potential em
ployers of

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 shall continue to 

com
ply w

ith lim
itations on her

.I w
ork em

p

of term
ination shall contain a

~
until such tim

e as the B
O

A
R

D
 conducts a hearing into the aliened violation

!nt decree 
to 

each

!t, including self-

M
A

S
T

E
R

S
O

N
 shall subm

it to m
andatory random

 alcohol and/or

If any of these

A
ny and all
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1 COMPLETE CONSENT DECREE

2 This Consent Decree embodies the entire agreement between the BOARD and

3 I MASTERSON It may not be altered, amended, or modified without the express written

4 consent of the parties.
I

DATED this _rJ2-5

6

7
By:

Yv1 11 /h.J~ ~ ~. I""\~ 7;; ~ A, dE'r6~~ ~~Wr~iJ~t..f ~~ J'==.,)
8

9

10 "'~DATED this ~-- day of --.:J~~f-~== 2 00 7 .

STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS
FOR SOCIAL WORKERS

11

12~

!.
(:I
>.

E
~
<
.
:5
-
0

~

13

14
~~~~~~::==: . I .
\. ~D REINOSO ---

Presiding Officer

By:

15

16

17 The foregoing Consent Decree between MELODIE MASTERSON and the

18 STATE OF NEVADA BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR SOCIAL WORKERS in Case No.

19

20

I G07 -05 is approved as to form and content.
I

DATED this --Z- day of (~-;- tI ~ I 2007,

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Deputy Attorney General
5420 Kietzke Latl~1 Suite 202
Reno, Nevada 89511
(775) 688-1818
Counsel to the State of Nevada Board
of Examiners for Social Workers28
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ORDER1

- f 14-1 r --, 2007 I the State of2

Nevada Board of Examiners for Social Workers approved and adopted the terms and3

conditions set forth in the attached Consent Decree with MELODIE MASTERSON ,4

5 ILSW

6

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE.7

8

DATED this .2:f :__.~~Jl _,20079 day of

10

;;{;;~ ~rs1:i ~ L Presiding Officer11

12"
i,-
Ii!
ii.
i'

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

-10-



1 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

2 I certify that I am an employee of the Office of the Attorney General and that on

.!.t day of May, 2007,3 Ithis served a copy of the foregoing CONSENT DECREE, by

4 I placing said document in the U.S. Mail, Certified, Return Receipt Requested, first class

5 I postage prepaid, addressed to

6

7
Melodie Masterson
P.O. Box 278
Carson City, Nevada 89702

8
I Article No. 70070220000294471009

9

10

0 e Attorney nera

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

-11-



BEFORE THE NEVADA STATE BOARD OF1

EXAMINERS FOR SOCIAL WORKERS2

3

IN THE MATTER OF )
)

4

CASE NO. GO5-02I GERALD EARL )
. LCSW NO. 01219-C )

)
Respondent. )

,)

5

6

7

8

CONSENT DECREE9

10 The State of Nevada Board of Examiners for Social Workers ("BOARD") having

11 jurisdiction over licensee GERALD EARL (UEARL "), pursuant to NRS 6418.020:

12 accusations against said licensee having been received alleging violations of the

13 I Nevada statutes and regulations controlling the practice of social work; and the parties

I being mutually desirous of settling the controversy between them relative to the pending14

accusation15

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED between the undersigned parties16

that this matter shall be settled and resolved upon the following terms~17
VOLUNTARY WAIVER OF RIGHTS18

EARL is aware of, understands, and has been advised of the effect of this19

EARL has hadI Consent Decree, which he has carefully read and fully acknowledges20

the opportunity to consult with competent counsel of his choice.21

EARL has freely and voluntarily entered into this Consent Decree, and he is22

These rights includeaware of his rights to contest the charges pending against him.23

24 representation by an attorney at his own expense, the right to file an answer in

response to a formal complaint, the right to a public hearing on any charges or25

allegations formally filed, the right to confront and cross-examine witnesses called to26

27 testify against him, the right to present evidence on his own behalf, the right to testify on

his own behalf, the right to receive written findings of fact and conclusions of law28

~
CI
'5
In

ti
c

~

i
0
:i

.-

~
~
~
!



~
~!N~

~
-

>
-(/)-

E
ti

~
~

>
. 

Z
D

 
-

.~
O

~
.aC
-

~
D

- 
a:

03~
~

~

28

25 22 21 1027 26 24

23 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 6 4 3 28 7 5 19

I w
ill 

be 
disqualified 

from
 

further 
hearing 

of 
this 

m
atter, 

by 
reason 

of 
his 

or 
her

review
 

of the decision.

supporting the 
decision 

on the 
m

erits 
of the 

com
plaint. 

and the 
right to 

obtain 
judicial

I the 
legal 

pow
er 

and authority 
to take disciplinary 

action, 
including, 

but not lim
ited to, the

that has precipitated this C
onsent D

ecree. 
E

A
R

L

subsequent 
disciplinary 

hearing 
conducted 

by the B
O

A
R

D

the N
evada S

ocial W
ork P

ractice A
ct (N

R
S

 and N
A

C
 641 B

)

other national databases as required by law
.

also 
becom

es 
a 

public 
docum

ent 
and 

w
ill 

be 
reported 

to the 
D

isciplinary 
A

ction

satisfaction of the B
O

A
R

D
.

all term
s and conditions set forth in 

this 
C

onsent 
D

ecree have 
been 

m
et to 

the

B
O

A
R

D
,

public and that the m
inutes of the B

O
A

R
D

 m
eeting are a public docum

ent, available for

R
eporting S

If the C
onsent D

ecree is not

E
A

R
L

E
A

R
L 

understands the 
nature 

of the 
allegations 

under consideration 
by the

E
A

R
L acknow

ledges that at the tim
e this C

onsent D
ecree becom

es effective, it

E
A

R
LH
e acknow

ledges that the conduct described below
 constitutes violations of

by any person so requesting.

S
T

IP
U

LA
T

E
D

 F
A

C
T

S
 A

N
D

 C
O

N
C

LU
S

IO
N

S
 O

F
 LA

W

(D
A

R
S

) of the

P
I

j~.~
.

revocation of his license to practice social w
ork in N

evada

w
hich the B

O
A

R
D

 considers

A
ll of these rights are being voluntarily w

aived 
by E

A
R

L in

B
L'ro,. nO

N
 O

F
 ~

=

that the B
O

A
R

D
 

w
ill 

retain jurisdiction 
over this 

m
atter 

until

that the 
B

O
A

R
D

 
has jurisdiction 

over him
 and the conduct

and accepts or rejects this C
onsent 0

of the C
onsent D

ecree and E
A

R
L hereby w

aives any claim
 of bias or

JU
R

IS
D

IC
T

IO
N

prejudice 
based 

upon 
said 

consideration 
by 

any 
m

em
ber 

of 
the 

B
O

A
R

D
 

in 
any

-2- by the B
O

A
R

D
, 

no m
em

ber 
of the B

O
A

R
D

exchange 
for the B

O
A

R
D

'S
 

acceptance 
of this C

onsent 
D

ecree.

It is also

of 
S

ocial 
W

ork 
B

oards 
\-

~
~

E
N

T
 D

E
C

H
E

E .,~H
e that the B

O
A

R
D

 has

that the m
eeting in

is open to the

rB
) or such

,~
that if
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I this m
atter w

ere to be taken to a disciplinary 
hearinl1 before the B

O
A

R
D

, the follow
ing

I the N
evada R

evised S
tatutes w

hile em
ployed as a C

linical S
ocial W

orker at the V
A

 V
et

through the present day.

allegations could be proven by substantial 
evidence and that by acknow

ledging the

through O
ctober 8, 2004, C

lient A
 and E

A
R

L exchanged gifts of

C
enter.

m
ay have been in violation of the standards of practice as defined in C

hapter 641 B
 of

client; each person w
ith significant personal ties to a client. . .

licensee is

act that constitutes a basis for refusal by the B
O

A
R

D
 to issue a license pursuant to

incidents involving C
lient A

. 
T

hey are as follow
s:

D
epartm

ent of V
eteran's 

A
ffairs, 

in R
eno, as w

ell as copied to a num
ber of federal

~

sam
e. he is subject to disciplinary action by the B

O
A

R
D

:

24. 3. 16. 5.

Ins that they kept in the trunk of their cars.

2 of N
R

S
 6418.260 is guilty of

T
he 

accusation

a O
n 

N
ovem

ber 
16. 2006. 

the 
B

O
A

R
D

 
received 

inform
ation 

outlining

T
his 

conduct also 
violates 

N
A

C
 

6418.200(5) 
w

hich 
provides 

that

T
his 

conduct violated 
N

R
S

 6418.400(1) 
w

hich provides that a licensee

d c. b and officials.

E
A

R
L kept knives in his office at the V

et ,..

E
A

R
L 

and 
a

E
A

R
L received delivery of am

m
unition 

at the V
et C

enter.

for settinfl and

D
uring 

the course of counseling w
ith E

A
R

L from
 F

ebruary 5, 2001

E
A

R
L w

as licensed as a C
linical S

ocial W
orker on or about July 12, 1990,

~

by 
the 

B

-30.

J~

~.-.,

show
ed 

V
et 

C
enter 

staff 
and 

clients

II conduct.

w
as 

also 
filed 

w
ith 

the

II .

O
n or about January 27. 2005, the B

O
A

R
D

 received an accusation that he

w
ith each

w
ho violates any provisions of N

A
C

 6418.200 to 6418.125, inclusive, or com
m

its anya



1 7 This conduct also violates NAG 641 B.200( 11) which provides that a

licensee shall base his practice upon recognized knowledge relevant to social work.2

3 8. This conduct also violates NAC 6418.200(17) which provides that a

licensee shall comply with all the provisions of the statutes and regulations governing4

the practice of social work that are set forth in this chapter and chapter 641 B of NRS5 A

licensee shall comply with any state or federal law or regulation that is relevant to the6

7 ~ practice of social work

This conduct also violates NAC 6418.205(1) which provides that8 9 a

9 licensee shall serve clients with professional skill and competence

That pursuant to Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 6418.430(3) and (4):10 10

11 If the Board finds the person guilty as charged in the
complaint it may by order:

12
a) Place the person on probation for a specified
period or until further order of the board.13

14 b) Administer to the person a public reprimand.

15 c) Limit the practice of the person to, or by exclusion
of, one or more specified branches of social work.

16
d) Suspend the license of the person to practice
social work for a specified period or until further order
of the board.

17

18
e) Revoke the license of the person to practice social
work.19

20 f) Impose a fine of not more than $5000, which must
be deposited with the state treasurer for credit to the
state general fund.21

22 g) Require the person to pay all costs incurred by the
board relating to the discipline of the person.

23
The order of the board may contain other terms,
provisions or conditions, as the board deems proper
and which are not inconsistent with law.

24

25

26

27

28
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em
ployed as a Licensed C

linical S
ocial W

orker in the S
tate of N

evada,

term
 of probation, E

A
R

L ag

(72) hours.

policies 
or contracts 

and orders of the B
O

A
R

D
, w

hich are not inconsistent w
ith this

w
ork services

m
onthly m

eeting and addressed in the report to the B
oard m

ust include.

the 
B

O
A

R
D

 regarding 
E

A
R

L's counseling sessions

E
A

R
L w

ill w
rite, and the supe

w
orker w

ho w
ill consult w

ith E
A

R
L for six (6) m

onths. D
uring this period of consultation,

investigative fees

D
ecree, E

A
R

L 
shall 

pay 
seven 

hundred 
and 

fifty 
dollars 

($750.00) 
in 

legal 
and

his license num
ber 01219-C

 shall be placed on probation for one (1) year

explanation of the circum
sta

C
onsent 

D
ecree. pertaining to the practice of

j

2.

E
A

R
L stipulates that pursuant to the authority of N

R
S

 6418.430(3) and (4), that

5. 4 3 1

ulting 
or 

volunteering

W
ithin forty-fIV

e (45) days of the approval and execution of this C
onsent

(c)

(b)

(a)

E
A

R
L 

m
eets 

m
onthly w

ith a 
B

O
A

R
D

 
approved 

licensed clinical social

E
A

R
L is required to notify the B

O
A

R
D

 in w
riting w

ithin seventy-tw
o (72)

E
A

R
L 

shall 
obey all federal, 

state 
and 

local law
s, 

insurance com
pany

(d)
T

he obligations and risks associated w
ith the provisions of social

P
rofessional

R
eview

 of judgm
ent skills and decision-m

aking abilities;

B
oundaries and dual relationships;

S
T

IP
U

LA
T

E
D

 A
D

JU
D

IC
A

T
IO

N

to com
ply w

ith the follow
ing conditions

A
ny notification of term

ination shall contain a full

w
ill sign quarterly reports that m

ust be subm
itted to

surrounding it.

hours after any change in social w
ork em

,

-5- .ities to clients and colleagues; and

E
A

R
L shall receive credit tow

ard service of his probation period only w
hile

I w
ork in this S

tate

Issues to be discussed in the

,t, including 
self-em

,

A
ny and all

D
uring the
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their

shall m
eet w

ith the P

term
ination of his probation and full rei.

practice prior to

:onse

its designee, sat

shall be signed by each em
ployer. 

E
A

R
L shall subm

it, upon r.

6nt D

8.E
A

R
L 

understands 
that 

the 
B

O
A

R
D

 
m

ay. 
upon three 

days notice to 
E

A
R

L.

10aof this

convene I hearin!

violation

E
A

R
L m

ust provide evid

E
A

R
L

lited P

that he w
ill be financially

um
 of one (1) year. E

A
R

L m
ay apply to the 80

to 
the 

B
O

A
R

D
 

regarding 
how

 the 
ed

I, thl

on his license to

" 
dual 

relatio.

)otential
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1 COMPLETE CONSENT DECREE

2 This Consent Decree embodies the entire agreement between the BOARD and

3 EARL. It may not be altered, amended, or modified without the express written consent

4 of the parties.

day of .:J lA. lLu5 DATED this ,2007

~J/
6

7

8
DATED this ..3" ~ day of -J ~ . 2007

/9

10 STATE OF NEVADA BOARD OF
EXAMINERS FOR SOCIAL WORKERS

11.
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14 The foregoing Consent Decree between GERALD EARL and the STATE OF

15 NEVADA BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR SOCIAL WORKERS in Case No. GO5-02 is

16

17
~:::~~~~~;~~

2007

18
CATHERINE CORTEZ MASTO
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approved as to form and content.



ORDER1
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2 By a majority vote on the -_J~ day of J ~ I 2007, the State of

3 Nevada Board of Examiners for Social Workers approved and adopted the terms and

4 I conditions set for the in the attached Consent Decree with GERALD EARL, LCSW

5 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE.

DATED this _3.fl:11J: day of ~ 1 . Zo()"16
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Presiding Officer
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE1

2 I I certify that I am an employee of the Office of the Attorney General and that on

this ~day of July, 2007, served a copy of the foregoing CONSENT DECREE, by3

I placing said document in the U.S. Mail, Certified, Return Receipt Requested, first class4

5 I postage prepaid, addressed to:

6

7
Cheryl H. Wilson, Esq.
Perry & Spann
1701 West Charleston Blvd., Ste 200
Las Vegas, NV 891028

9 Attorney for Gerald Earl, LCSW

10

11

12

of the Attorney General13
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