L CB File No. R108-04

PROPOSED REGULATION OF THE BOARD
OF DISPENSING OPTICIANS

Explanation: Material in bold italicsis new material; material lined out within fbeld-brackets}
ismaterial to be omitted.

Purpose: To amend chapter 637 of the Nevada Administrative Code to provide for efficient
licensing, regulation, and discipline of persons licensed under chapter 637 of the Nevada Revised
Statutes.

General Authority: NRS 637.070(1)

Agency Contact I nformation:

P.O. Box 19625, Reno, Nevada 89511

Telephone: (775) 853-1421; Facsimile of Agency: (775) 853-1408
E-mail: nvbdo@govmail.state.nv.us

Agency Contact Persons:
David Stuart, President at (775) 829-8366
Patrice Swanson, Executive Secretary at (775) 853-1421

Deputy Attorney General Providing Assistance to the Agency:

Mark J. Krueger, 100 N. Carson Street, Carson City, Nevada 89701; Telephone: (775) 684-
1213; Facsimile: (775) 684-1108

E-mail: mjkruege@ag.state.nv.us

Section 1. Chapter 637 of the NAC is hereby amended by adding sections 2 to 18 inclusive, of
these proposed regulations.

Section 2. NAC 637.135 is hereby amended to read as follows:
NAC 637.135 Required licensing: “Manage a business engaged in ophthalmic dispensing”
interpreted. (NRS 637.070, 637.090)

1. Asused in NRS 637.090, the board will interpret the term “manage a business engaged in
ophthalmic dispensing” to mean:

(a). having the responsibility for ophthalmic dispensing; and

(b). having direct supervisory responsibility for employees who engage in ophthalmic
dispensing, including employees who are not licensed pursuant to this chapter and chapter 637 of
NRS, at asingle place of business.

2. A person having direct supervisory responsibility pursuant to paragraph 1 of this
section must:

(a). hold alicense as a an ophthalmic dispenser pursuant to NRS 637.100 or alicenseasa
limited license ophthalmic dispenser pursuant to NRS 637.121; and
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(b). be designated as the person or manager who has ultimate responsibility for all
ophthalmic dispensing and supervision of the store, including ophthalmic dispensing by
employees of the store pursuant to NRS 637.125(5).

3. The person or manager designated pursuant to paragraph 2 of this section must not be
licensed as an apprentice dispensing optician.

4. A licensed apprentice dispensing optician, who may have general supervisory authority
over the person or manager designated pursuant to paragraph 2 of this section or any person
under the supervision of the person or manager designated pursuant to paragraph 2 of this
section, must, in the opinion of the board:

(). Not exert undue influence over that person or manger or a person under the
supervision of that person or manager.

(b). A violation of paragraph 4 of this section isalso a violation of NAC 637.235(a), (€)
and (f).

Section 3. NAC 637.150 is hereby amended to read as follows:

FIRST PARALLEL SECTION

NAC 637.150 Limited License; Application for examination; request for reexamination; fees.
(NRS 637.070, 637.110) Expires by Limitation on January 31, 2006.

1. Anapplication for an examination to determine a person’s fitness to practice feptica}
limited license ophthalmic dispensing pursuant to NRS 637.121 must be made to the board at
least 60 days before the date of the examination. The application must be made on forms
provided by the board.

2. The applicant must provide with the application:

() Proof that he has met the educational requirements set forth in NRS 637.100;

(b) A full-face, close-up photograph of himself taken within the last year, not smaller than 2
inches by 2 inches;

(c) Three letters concerning his character from references; and

(d) An affidavit attesting to the truthfulness of all statements made in the application.

3. An applicant holding the degree of associate of science in ophthalmic dispensing must
obtain the required 2,000 hours of practical experience. The degree must be conferred by a
school which is accredited by the Commission on Opticianry Accreditation.

4. The submission of false or misleading statements on the application filed with the board
or the failure to provide information required on the form is sufficient cause for the board to
reject the application or revoke the license of a dispensing optician.

5. A fee of $200 must accompany the application. An applicant who has failed the
examination may be reexamined for alicense as a dispensing optician upon approval by the
Board if the applicant submits to the board a fee of $150 and a written request for reexamination
at least 60 days before the next date of examination.

6. An applicant may not be reexamined for a license as a limited license dispensing
optician pursuant to NRS 637.121 more than three times.

SECOND PARALLEL SECTION
NAC 637.150 Application for examination; request for reexamination; fees. (NRS 637.070,
637.110)
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1. Anapplication for an examination to determine a person’s fitness to practice feptica}
ophthalmic dispensing must be made to the board at |east 60 days before the date of the
examination. The application must be made on forms provided by the board.

2. The applicant must provide with the application:

() Proof that he has met the fedueational} requirements set forth in NRS 637.100;

(b) A full-face, close-up photograph of himself taken within the last year, not smaller than 2
inches by 2 inches;

(c) Three letters concerning his character from references; and

(d) An affidavit attesting to the truthfulness of all statements made in the application.

3. An applicant holding the degree of associate of applied science in ophthalmic dispensing
must obtain the required {2,006} 1,000 hours of practical experience as provided for in
paragraph (f)(2) of subsection 1 of 637.100 of NRS. The degree must be conferred by a school
which is accredited by the Commission on Opticianry Accreditation.

4. In addition to any other requirements, an applicant pursuant to paragraphs (f)(1) or
(F)(2) of subsection 1 of 637.100 of NRS must complete the requirements of paragraph (g)(1)
through (3) of subsection 1 of 637.100 of NRS and submit the form required pursuant to
paragraph (b) of subsection 4 of 637.290 of this chapter.

F4-} 5. The submission of false or misleading statements on the application filed with the
board or the failure to provide information required on fthe} any form is sufficient cause for the
board to reject the application or revoke the license of a dispensing optician.

[51 6. A fee of [$200} $350 must accompany the application. An applicant who has failed the
examination may be reexamined for alicense as a dispensing optician upon approval by the
Board if the applicant submits to the board a fee of [$150} $250 and a written request for
reexamination at least 60 days before the next date of examination.

Section 4. NAC 637.160 is hereby amended to read as follows:

FIRST PARALLEL SECTION

NAC 637.160 Limited License: Examination; request for review of examination. (NRS 637.070,
637.110, 637.121) Expires by limitation on January 31, 2006.

1. The board’s examination for alicense as alimited license dispensing optician pursuant to
NRS 637.121 will test the dispensing skills of the applicant.

2. The examination will test the applicant’ s proficiency and knowledge in the following
subjects:

(a) Mechanical and geometric optics;

(b) Measurement for, and the fitting and adapting of, eyeglasses;

(c) Optical materials, their design and uses as visual aids,

(d) The anatomy and physiology of the eye; and

(e) The provisions of this chapter and chapter 637 of NRS.

3. The examination will be conducted in the presence of at least two board members, both of
whom must be licensed dispensing opticians. Other licensed dispensing opticians may be
employed by the board to assist in administering the practical examination.

4. An applicant who fails the examination and wishes to have areview of his examination

papers must, within 60 days after the examination [;-netify-the board-that-he requests the revienw}

submit hisrequest for a review on a form approved by the board.
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SECOND PARALLEL SECTION
NAC 637.160 Examination; request for review of examination. (NRS 637.070, 637.110)

1. Theboard’'s examination for alicense as a dispensing optician will test the dispensing
skills of the applicant.

2. The examination will test the applicant’s proficiency and knowledge in the following
subjects:

(d) Mechanical and geometric optics;

(b) Measurement for, and the fitting and adapting of, eyeglasses and contact lenses,

(c) Optical materials, their design and uses as visua aids;

(d) The anatomy and physiology of the eye; fand}

(e) The provisions of this chapter and chapter 637 of NRS; and

(f) Contact lenstheory.

3. A licensed dispensing optician who also holds a license as a limited dispensing optician
pursuant to NRS 637.121 may, upon approval of the board, take a modified examination the
focus of which ison ophthalmic dispensing of contact lenses.

4. The examination will be conducted in the presence of at |east two board members, both of
whom must be licensed dispensing opticians but none of whom can be limited license
dispensing opticians pursuant to NRS 637.121. Other licensed dispensing opticians, but not
limited license dispensing opticians pursuant to NRS 637.121, may be employed by the board
to assist in administering the practical examination.

4} 5. An applicant who fails the examination and wishes to have areview of his

examination papers must, within 60 days after the examination [-retify-the board-that-he
requests-thereview] submit hisrequest for a review on a form approved by the board.

Section 5. NAC 637.170 is hereby amended to read as follows:
NAC 637.170 Waiver of examination; request and fee for reexamination. (NRS 637.070,
637.110)

1. Therequirement for an examination will be waived if an applicant:

(a) Meets all other requirements for alicensein this state;

(b) Holds alicense in good standing from another state;

(c) Within the past 10 years has passed an examination which was equivalent to the board’s
examination required of an applicant for alicense; and

(d) Has worked as a dispensing optician for 75 percent or more of the time between passing
that examination and making application to the board.

2. Within 90 days after receiving an application for such awaiver, the board will seek to
verify all documents submitted with the application. A license will not be issued under such a
waiver until satisfactory documentation has been received by the board.

3. An applicant who requests awaiver of the examination must appear in person before the
board so that the board may administer an examination consisting of questions pertaining to his
qualifications to be licensed as a dispensing optician. The applicant may appear for this purpose
before the board verifies the documentation supporting his application. To pass an examination
administered pursuant to this subsection, the applicant must achieve a score of at least 70 percent
in each of the six sections of the examination.

4. An applicant may request awaiver of the examination only once.

5. An applicant who fails the examination administered pursuant to subsection 3 may be
reexamined at the next general examination for alicense as a dispensing optician upon approval

--4--
Agency Draft of Proposed Regulation R108-04



of the Board if the applicant submitsto the board a fee of [$150} $250 and a written request for
reexamination at least 60 days before the next date of general examination.

Section 6. NAC 637.180 is hereby amended to read as follows:

NAC 637.180 {quaﬂqugedHeatmn} Education: “Hour of continuing education” and “ hour of
training and experience’ defined. (NRS 637.070, 637.121, 637.135) As used in chapter 637 of
NRS and chapter 637 of NAC [—NAG@S?—]:S@—EG—@S?—Z—]:Q—FHGI—HS—V@} “hour of continuing
education” and “ hour of training and experience” means 50 minutes of instruction devoted to a
program of continuing education or training and experience that is related to the practice of
ophthalmic dispensing.

Section 7. NAC 637.200 is hereby amended to read as follows:

FIRST PARALLEL SECTION (May become a new section)

NAC 637.200 Limited License; Continuing education: Subjects; approval of and credit for
courses; minimum hours. (NRS 637.070, 637.121)

1. Subjectsfor continuing education in ophthalmic dispensing include:

(d) Mechanical and geometric optics;

(b) The measurement, fitting and adapting of eyeglasses, contact lenses and optical
prosthetics,

(c) Optical materials, their design and uses as visual aids,

(d) The nature and properties of light and its refraction by lenses;

(e) The anatomy and physiology of the eye and its appendages;

(f) The principles of management relating to ophthalmic dispensing;

(9) The principles of ophthalmic dispensing and the wearing of contact lenses related to
ophthalmology and optometry; and

(h) Refractometry.

2. The board will approve each course of continuing education and determine the number of
credits to be given for each course. A sponsor of a course shall submit to the board an outline of
the course, and any other related materials that the board may require, for approval of the course
before the course is offered.

3. A licenseeis not entitled to receive credit for a course of continuing education unless the
course is approved by the board. A licensee may seek approval of a course before attending the
course to receive credit towards his hours of continuing education by submitting to the board an
outline of the course and any other related materials that the board may require.

4. A licensee who attends the same educational |ecture more than once every 3 yearsis
entitled to count only his original attendance as credit toward his hours of continuing education.

5. A licensee may not receive more than atotal of six credits each year towards his hours of
continuing education for completion of self-study courses or courses offered over the Internet.

6. [Exceptasotherwiseprovidedin-subsection7#-a} A limited license dispensing optician
shall complete at least 12 hours of continuing education each year. The dispensing optician is
entitled to receive credit for not more than 6 additional hours of continuing education completed
during ayear and may apply those hours of continuing education to the requirement for
continui ng educatl on for the foI |0WI ng year.
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SECOND PARALLEL SECTION (May remain original section with amendments)
NAC 637.200 Continuing education: Subjects; approval of and credit for courses; minimum
hours. (NRS 637.070, 637.135)

1. Subjectsfor continuing education in ophthalmic dispensing include:

(a) Mechanical and geometric optics;

(b) The measurement, fitting and adapting of eyeglasses, contact lenses and optical
prosthetics,

(c) Optical materials, their design and uses as visual aids;

(d) The nature and properties of light and its refraction by lenses;

(e) The anatomy and physiology of the eye and its appendages;

(f) The principles of management relating to ophthal mic dispensing;

(9) The principles of ophthalmic dispensing and the wearing of contact lenses related to
ophthalmology and optometry; and

(h) Refractometry.

2. The board will approve each course of continuing education and determine the number of
credits to be given for each course. A sponsor of a course shall submit to the board an outline of
the course, and any other related materials that the board may require, for approval of the course
before the course is offered.

3. A licenseeis not entitled to receive credit for a course of continuing education unless the
course is approved by the board. A licensee may seek approval of a course before attending the
course to receive credit towards his hours of continuing education by submitting to the board an
outline of the course and any other related materials that the board may require.

4. A licensee who attends the same educational lecture more than once every 3 yearsis
entitled to count only his original attendance as credit toward his hours of continuing education.

5. A licensee may not receive more than atotal of fsi¢} seven credits each year towards his
hours of continuing education for completion of self-study courses or courses offered over the
Internet.

—LA—ékspepwqgepHaamqmmsheensed%ﬂI—eemaeHenam} A dispensing optician shall
complete at least 14 hours of continuing education each year which must include at least 7

hours of instruction on the subject of fitting contact lenses. The dispensing optician is entitled
to receive credit for not more than 7 additional hours of continuing education completed during a
year and may apply those hours of continuing education to the requirement for continuing
education for the following year.

Section 8. NAC 637.215 is hereby amended to read as follows:

NAC 637.215 Transfer of license to inactive list; renewal of inactive status; reactivation of
license. (NRS 637.070, 637.121, 637.140) The holder of alicense as a dispensing optician fera
Heenseto-fit-contact-tensest who has paid the fee for the transfer of the license to an inactive list

--6--
Agency Draft of Proposed Regulation R108-04



as set forth in NAC 637.220, or the holder of a limited license ophthalmic dispensing license
pursuant to NRS 637.121 who has paid the fee pursuant to NAC 637.220:
1. Will remain on the inactive list for a period of 5 years, unless he renews his inactive status
pursuant to subsection 3 or reactivates his license pursuant to subsection 4.
2. Isnot required to obtain the credits for continuing education required for the holder of an
equivalent license that is on active status.
3. May renew hisinactive status for a second 5-year period. To renew his inactive status, the
holder of the license must submit to the board a written notice of extension.
4. May reactivate hislicense by:
(a) Submitting aletter to the board requesting the reactivation of hislicense;
(b) Obtaining, within the 12 months immediately preceding the submission of the letter
requesting reactivation of hislicense:
(2) If the holder isalimited license dispensing optician pursuant to NRS 637.121, 12
hours of continuing education credits as set forth in NAC 637.200; or
(2) If the holder is a dispensing optician fwhe-isticensed-to-fit-contacttensest, 14 hours
of continuing education credits as set forth in NAC 637.200;
(c) Submitting the statement required pursuant to NRS 637.113; and
(d) Paying the fee for reactivation of hislicense as set forth in NAC 637.220.

Section 9. NAC 637.220 is hereby amended to read as follows:
FIRST PARALLEL SECTION (May become a new section)
NAC 637.220 Limited License: Feesfor renewalf;} and reinstatementf-transfer-and
reactivation} of license. (NRS 637.070, 637.121, 637.140) Expires by limitation on January 31,
2006.

1. Thefeefor the annual renewal of an apprentice qualified to be licensed as a limited
license dispensing optician pursuant to NRS 637.121 is $50 fatieense:

Ef ol : . ]
2. The annua delinguency fee for reinstatement of an apprentice qualified to be licensed as
alimited license dispensing optician pursuant to NRS 637.121 is $100. [alicense:

SECOND PARALLEL SECTION (May remain original section with amendments)
NAC 637.220 Fees for renewal, reinstatement, transfer and reactivation of license. (NRS
637.070, 637.140)

1. Thefeefor the annual renewal of alicense:

(a) Asalimited license dispensing optician pursuant to NRS 637.121 is $200.

(b) [Fo-fit-contacttensesis-$100} As a dispensing optician is $300.
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(c) As an apprentice dispensing optician is [$25] $50.
2. The annua delinguency fee for reinstatement of alicense:
(&) Asalimited license dispensing optician pursuant to NRS 637.121 is {$100} $200.

(b) frefitecontacttensesis$50} As a dispensing optician is $300.
(c) As an apprentice dispensing optician is [$25] $100.

3. Thefeefor the transfer to an inactive list fef-aticense-as-a-dispensing-opticiant:
(a) Asa limited license dispensing optician pursuant to NRS 637.121 is fer-te-fit-contact

lensesto-aninactive list-is$150] $200.
(b) As a dispensing optician is $300.
4. Thefeefor the reactivation of alicense:
(&) Asalimited license dispensing optician pursuant to NRS 637.121 is $200.

(b) Frefitecontacttensesis$100} As a dispensing optician is $300.

Section 10. NAC 637.250 is hereby amended to read as follows:
NAC 637.250 Advertising: Requirements for advertisements which quote prices. (NRS 637.070)
1. Advertising which quotes prices of ophthalmic goods and services must include the
following information:
(a) Whether the advertised price includes single vision or multifocal glass or plastic lenses;
(b) Whether the advertised price for contact lenses refersto “hard” or “soft” lenses,
(c) Whether the advertised price of ophthalmic goods includes all dispensing fees,
(d) Whether the advertised price for eyeglasses includes both frames and lenses; and
(e) Whether the advertised lens price includes all lens prescription powers.
2. Each advertisement in violation of any one of the provisions of subsection 1 is a separate
offense punishable by:
(a) Ststuspension or revocation of a license issued pursuant to chapter 637 of NRS;
(b) Theimposition of a fine pursuant to NRS 637.183.

Section 11. NAC 637.260 is hereby amended to read as follows:
NAC 637.260 Application; fee. (NRS 637.070)

1. Each person desiring to be employed as alicensed apprentice dispensing optician as
provided by [NRS637125] paragraph (f) of subsection 1 of 637.100 of NRS must file an
application with the board stating:

(@) The date of the application for licensure;

(b) The date when the apprenticeship commences,

(c) The name and address of the optical establishment where the apprenticeship will be
conducted; and

(d) The name and license number of the supervisory opticians, fer} optometrists or
ophthalmologists.

2. Each application must be certified under oath by the applicant and the supervising
optician, fer} optometrist or ophthalmologist.

3. A fee of {$40} $100 must accompany each application. The fee will not be refunded.

Section 12. NAC 637.280 is hereby amended to read as follows:
NAC 637.280 Supervision of apprentice. (NRS 637.070)

1. A supervisor whoislicensed in this state must be on the premises of the optical
establishment at all times to provide direct supervision to fsupervise}l an apprentice dispensing
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optician. In all instances of a supervisor’s absence, a substitute supervisor who is licensed in this
state must be obtained to provide direct supervision to fsupervise} the apprentice dispensing
optician.

2. When a permanent change of supervisor is made by the employer, the board must be
notified of the change within 30 days.

3. Asused in this section, “supervisor” means:

(a@). A licensed dispensing optician who is on the same premises of the same optical
establishment as the licensed apprentice dispensing optician; or

(b). An fan} ophthalmologist or {-an} optometrist who is on the same premises of the same
optical establishment as the fer-a} licensed apprentice dispensing optician.

4. A licensed apprentice dispensing optician must be employed by the same person as his
supervisor. This subsection does not apply to a person gaining experience as required by NRS
637.100(1)(g)(2).

5. Asused in this section, “supervision” has the same meaning as defined in NRS 637.024
and supervision must be appropriate based on the apprentice’ straining, experience, education
and other relevant factors.

6. Asused in this section, “direct” means being physically available to provide supervision.

7. An apprentice dispensing optician may be supervised by a licensed dispensing optician,
ophthalmologist or optometrist aslong as the licensed dispensing optician, ophthalmologist or
optometrist does not already supervise two other apprentice dispensing opticians.

Section 13. NAC 637.285 is hereby amended to read as follows:

NAC 637.285 Enrollment in feareerprogressionprogram} optical educational program
approved by the board. (NRS 637.070) An apprentice dispensing optician shall, within 3 months
after the date of hisinitial licensure as an apprentrce dr spens ng optici an, submrt evi dence to the
board that heis enrolled in »

Opticianry or an equivalent} an optr cal educatron program {aeeepted} approved by the board.

Section 14. NAC 637.290 is hereby amended to read as follows:

FIRST PARALLEL SECTION

NAC 637.290 Limited License: Training. (NRS 637.070) Expires by limitation on January 31,
2006.

1. An apprentice dispensing optician who qualifies for licensing pursuant to NRS 637.121
must receive instruction and personal supervision in the skills required in an optical
establishment and in related duties during the 3 years of training required pursuant to paragraph
(a) of subsection 5 of NRS 637.100 as it existed before February 1, 2004. Such training must
include at least 2,000 hours of supervised experience at the fitting table and in preparing
laboratory orders, verifying processed work from the laboratory and the performance of other
duties related to ophthalmic dispensing.

(a). The completion of fa-course-ef-instruction} one or more courses of instruction at a
school which offers a degree of associ ate in applied science for studiesin ophthalmic
dispensing {3 . ; may count toward the
completion of the hours of apprent| ceﬁhr p requi red pursuant to this subsection if:

(2). The course or courses of instruction are equivalent to experience at the fitting table
and in preparing laboratory orders, verifying processed work from the laboratory and the
performance of other duties related to ophthalmic dispensing; and
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(2) The course or courses of |nstruct|0n are approved by the board.

—31 Areas of instruction for apprent| ceshl p must |ncI ude the following:

(@) Ocular anatomy, physiology, and refractive anomalies of the eye;

(b) Processes of vision, especially the effect of light, lenses and prisms placed before the
Ey€;

(c) Theoretical optics,

(d) Ophthalmic vocabulary;

(e) Ophthalmic prescription interpretation, lens identification, fitting and adjustment of
glasses, and use of instruments in the analysis of lensesin a practical examination;

(f) All facets of ophthalmic dispensing procedures; and

(g) The provisions of this chapter and chapter 637 of NRS.

SECOND PARALLEL SECTION
NAC 637.290 Training. (NRS 637.070, 637.100)

1. An apprentice dispensing optician must receive instruction and personal supervision in the
skillsrequired in an optical establishment and in related duties during the 3 years of training
required pursuant to paragraph f{a)-ef-subsection-5} (f)(1) of subsection 1 of NRS 637.100. Such
training must include at least 2,000 hours of supervised experience at the fitting table and in
preparing laboratory orders, verifying processed work from the laboratory and the performance
of other duties related to ophthalmic dispensing.

(a). The completion of fa-ceurse-of-Hastruction] one or more courses of instruction at a
school which offers a degree of associ ate in applied science for studiesin ophthalmic
dispensing {3 . ' may count toward the
completion of the hours of apprentr ceshr p requr red pursuant to th|s subsection if:

(1). The course or courses of instruction are equivalent to experience at thefitting table
and in preparing laboratory orders, verifying processed work from the laboratory and the
performance of other duties related to ophthalmic dispensing; and

(2). The course or courses of instruction are approved by the board.

(b). Training and experience of a person licensed as a limited license dispensing optician
pursuant to NRS 637.121 may count toward the completion of the hours of supervised
experience required pursuant to this subsection if they are approved by the board.

(¢). In addition to the requirements provided for in paragraph (g) of subsection 1 of NRS
637.100, an apprentice dispensing optician pursuant to paragraph 1 of this subsection must:

(1). Make orderly progress towards completion of their apprenticeship; and

(2). Provide proof of such orderly progressto the board on or before each renewal.

(d). Orderly progress may be shown upon each renewal as follows:

(2). At theend of their first year of apprenticeship, pass the examination of the
American Board of Opticianry as provided for in paragraph (€) of subsection (1) of 637.100 of
NRS; and

(2). At the end of their second year of apprenticeship, pass the National Contact Lens
Examination as provided for in paragraph (g)(3) of subsection 1 of 637.100 of NRS; and

(3). At the end of their third year of apprenticeship:
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a. Complete a course of instruction pursuant to paragraph (g)(1) of subsection 1 of
637.100 of NRS; and
b. Complete 100 hours of training and experience pursuant to paragraph (g)(2) of
subsection 1 of 637.100 of NRS.
(4) The board must approve aII orderly progr%s

ephthalmred@ensngmusweea%mat—teast—zggg} A person who has successfully completed a

course of study in a school which offers a degree of associate in applied science for studiesin
ophthalmic dispensing approved by the Board must receive instruction and direct personal
supervision in the skillsrequired in an optical establishment and in related duties during the 1
year of training pursuant to paragraph (f)(2) of subsection 1 of 637.100 of NRS. Such
training must include at least 1,000 hours of supervised experience at the fitting table and in
preparing laboratory orders, verifying processed work from the laboratory and the performance
of other duties related to ophthalmic dispensing.

(a). The completion of one or more courses of instruction in a school which offersa
degree of associate in applied science for studiesin ophthalmic dispensing approved by the
board may count toward the completion of the hours of supervised experience required
pursuant to this subsection if:

(1). Thecourse or courses of instruction are equivalent to experience at the fitting
table and in preparing laboratory orders, verifying processed work from the laboratory and the
performance of other duties related to ophthalmic dispensing; and

(2). The course or courses of instruction are approved by the board.

(b). Training and experience of a person licensed as a limited license ophthalmic
dispenser pursuant to NRS 637.121 may count toward the completion of the hours of
supervised experience required pursuant to this subsection if:

(1). Thelicenseeisin good standing; and

(2). Thetraining and experience are approved by the board.

3. Areasof instruction for fapprenticeship} an apprentice dispensing optician licensed
pursuant to paragraph (f)(1) of subsection 1 of 637.100 of NRS or a person seeking licensing
pursuant to paragraph (f)(2) of subsection 1 of 637.100 of NRS must include the following:

(@) Ocular anatomy, physiology, and refractive anomalies of the eye;

(b) Processes of vision, especially the effect of light, lenses and prisms placed before the
Ey€;

(c) Theoretical optics,

(d) Ophthalmic vocabulary;

(e) Ophthalmic prescription interpretation, eyeglass lens and contact lens identification,
fitting and adjustment of fglasses} eyeglasses and contacts, and use of instrumentsin the
analysis of eyeglass lenses and contact lensesin a practical examination;

(f) All facets of ophthalmic dispensing procedures; and

(g) The provisions of this chapter and chapter 637 of NRS.

4. An apprentice dispensing optician pursuant to paragraph 1 of this subsection or a
person pursuant to paragraph 2 of this subsection seeking licensing as an ophthalmic
dispenser pursuant to NRS 637.100 must earn 100 hours of training pursuant to paragraph
(9)(2) of subsection 1 of 637.100 of NRS.

(). The 100 hours of training and experience in the fitting and filling of prescriptions for
contact lenses must include:
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(2). 30 hours contact lensfitting;

(2). 20 hoursfollow-up to contact lensfitting;
(3). 20 hoursinstrumentation;

(4). 15 hoursinsertion and removal;

(5). 5 hoursfilling prescriptions; and

(6). 10 hoursinspection.

(b). The 100 hours of training and experience pursuant to paragraph (a) of this

subsection must be:

(1). On aform approved by the board; and

(2). Signed by the instructor pursuant to paragraph (g)(2) of subsection 1 of 637.100 of
NRS.

(c). The completion of a course or courses of instruction in contact lensfitting or contact
lenstheory at a school which offers a degree of associate in applied science for studiesin
ophthalmic dispensing approved by the board, may count toward the completion of the course
of instruction required by paragraph (g)(1) or 100 hours of training and experience required
by paragraph (g)(2) of subsection 1 of 637.100 of NRSif the course or courses of instruction
are approved by the board.

Section 15. NAC 637.333 is hereby amended to read as follows:
NAC 637.333 Complaint against licensee or unlicensed person. (NRS 637.070) Any member of
the board or public may file awritten complaint with the board if he believes:

1. A licensee has violated a provision of this chapter or chapter 637 of NRS; or

2. An unlicensed person is engaged in activities requiring alicense pursuant to the provisions
of this chapter or chapter 637 of NRS; or

3. An unlicensed person who employs or apprentices another person to perform the
services of a dispensing optician and that person is not licensed or apprenticed as a dispensing
optician or violates a provision of this chapter or chapter 637 of NRS.

Section 16. NAC 637.337 is hereby amended to read as follows:
NAC 637.337 Review and disposition of complaint. (NRS 637.070)

1. The person designated by the board to review complaints filed pursuant to NAC 637.333
shall review each complaint and may cause any complaint to be investigated.

2. If acomplaint isfiled fagainst-aticensee} pursuant to fsubsection-t-6ff NAC 637.333:

(a) The matter will be placed on the board’ s agenda to consider whether the complaint
should be dismissed or investigated further or whether:

(2) In the case of a licensee pursuant to subsection 1 of NAC 637.333, an accusation
should be filed pursuant to NAC 637.440; fand}

(2) In the case of an unlicensed person pursuant to subsection 2 of NAC 637.333, a
cease and desist order should be entered pursuant to NRS 637.181 or other legal action should
be taken;

(3) In the case of an unlicensed person pursuant to subsection 3 of NAC 637.333, the
imposition of a fine should be imposed pursuant to NRS 637.183 or other legal action should
be taken.

(b) The board may send written notice and a copy of the complaint to the fHeensee} person
who is the subject of the complaint.
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3. If afheensee} person who isthe subject of a complaint does not respond within 20 days
after receipt of awritten notice of acomplaint, he is deemed to have admitted the allegations in
the compl aint.

Section 17. NAC 637.295 is hereby amended to read as follows:

FIRST PARALLEL SECTION

NAC 637.295 Limited License; Continuing education. (NRS 637.070, 637.123) Expires by
l[imitation on January 31, 2006.

1. FA-Heensed} An apprentice dispensing optician who qualifies for licensing pursuant to
NRS 637.121 must successfully complete 12 hours of continuing education for each year of his
apprenticeship as a prerequisite to the renewal of his license. The continuing education must be
completed not later than December 31 of each year and proof of that completion must be
submitted to the board not later than January 31 following the year in which the continuing
education was compl eted.

%JI 2. A course, seminar or Workshop for contl nui ng educatlon must be approved by the
board’ s committee on continuing education at least {36} 15 days before it is offered, unless the
committee waives this requirement.

3. A course, seminar or workshop for continuing education approved by the board
pursuant to paragraph 2 of this subsection may count toward the hours of continuing
education required pursuant to paragraph 1 of this subsection if:

(a). Thecourse, seminar or workshop for continuing education is from a school which
offers a degree of associate in applied science for studiesin ophthalmic dispensing; or

(b). Isapproved by the board for credit toward the hours of continuing education.

4. The board may waive or ater the requirement that 12 hours of continuing education be
completed annually if the intent of that requirement would not be carried out by its strict
application.

SECOND PARALLEL SECTION
NAC 637.295 Continuing education. (NRS 637.070, 637.123)

1. An apprentice dispensing optician must successfully complete {22} 14 hours of continuing
education for each year of his apprenticeship as a prerequisite to the renewal of hislicense. The
continuing education must be completed not later than December 31 of each year and proof of
that completion must be submitted to the board not later than January 31 following the year in
which the continuing educatlon was compl eted
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—31} 2. A course, seminar or workshop for continuing education must be approved by the
board’ s committee on continuing education at least {36} 15 days before it is offered, unless the
committee waives this requirement.

3. A course, seminar or workshop for continuing education approved by the board
pursuant to paragraph 2 of this subsection may count toward the hours of continuing
education required pursuant to paragraph 1 of this subsection if:

(a). Thecourse, seminar or workshop for continuing education is from a school which
offers a degree of associate in applied science for studiesin ophthalmic dispensing; or

(b). Isapproved by the board for credit toward the hours of continuing education.

4. The board may waive or ater the requirement that {22} 14 hours of continuing education
be completed annually if the intent of that requirement would not be carried out by its strict
application.

Section 18. The following provisions of chapter 637 of NAC are hereby deleted:
NAC 637.145 License required to sell, furnish, dispense or fit contact lenses; prepackaged
contact lenses. (NRS 637.070)

1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2 and NRS 639.2825, a person who does not
hold alicense to fit contact lenses or atraining license to fit contact lenses shall not sell, furnish,
dispense or fit contact lenses.

2. A licensed dispensing optician whose license has been issued by the board may, pursuant
to a prescription, sell or furnish a prepackaged contact |ens that does not require any adjustment,
modification or fitting if he:

(a) Has passed the Contact L ens Registry Examination of the National Committee of Contact
Lens Examiners; and

(b) Holds a current certificate of registration issued by the National Committee of Contact
Lens Examiners.

3. A licensed dispensing optician who chooses to sell or furnish a prepackaged contact lens
pursuant to this section shall:

(a) Comply with the continuing education requirements for a dispensing optician who is
licensed to fit contact lenses as set forth in NAC 637.200 and 637.210; and

(b) Submit to the board, as part of the annual renewal of his license as a dispensing optician,
acopy of hiscurrent certificate of registration issued by the National Committee of Contact Lens
Examiners.

NAC 637.175 License to fit contact lenses: Application; fee; renewal. (NRS 637.070, 637.122)

1. A licensed dispensing optician who desires to obtain alicense to fit contact lenses
pursuant to paragraph (a) of subsection 2 of NRS 637.122 must file with the board an application
accompanied by payment of afee of $200 for theinitial issuance.

2. A dispensing optician who islicensed to fit contact lenses shall:

(a) Comply with the continuing education requirements set forth in NAC 637.200 and
637.210; and

(b) Submit to the board, as part of the licensee’ s annual renewal, a copy of his current
certificate of registration issued by the National Committee of Contact Lens Examiners.
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NAC 637.177 Training license to fit contact lenses: Application; extension. (NRS 637.070,
637.122)

1. A licensed dispensing optician or licensed apprentice dispensing optician who desires to
obtain alicense to fit contact lenses by obtaining the training and experience required pursuant to
NRS 637.122 must file an application with the board for atraining license to fit contact lenses.

2. An application for atraining license to fit contact lenses must include:

(a) The date of the application for licensure;

(b) The date when the training will begin;

(c) The name and address of the optical establishment where the training will be conducted;

(d) The name and license number of the supervising licensed dispensing optician licensed to
fit contact lenses, optometrist or ophthalmologist; and

(e) A fee of $50.

3. Two years after an initial training license to fit contact |enses has been issued, the board
may, upon the receipt of a new application and fee of $50, issue a new training license to fit
contact lenses to the applicant.

NAC 637.178 Training license to fit contact lenses: Supervision of person holding license. (NRS
637.070)

1. A supervisor who islicensed in this state must be on the premises of the optical
establishment at all times to supervise a person holding atraining license to fit contact lenses. In
al instances of a supervisor’s absence, a substitute supervisor who is licensed in this state must
be obtained to supervise the person holding atraining license to fit contact lenses.

2. When a permanent change of supervisor is made by the employer, the board must be
notified of the change within 30 days.

3. Asused in this section, “supervisor” means an ophthal mologist, an optometrist or a
licensed dispensing optician who islicensed to fit contact lenses.

NAC 637.210 Continuing education: License to fit contact lenses. (NRS 637.070, 637.135)

1. The continuing education required for the renewal of alicenseto fit contact lenses must
include at least 7 hours of instruction on the subject of fitting contact lenses.

2. A licensed dispensing optician who is licensed to fit contact lenses and who fails to meet
the continuing education requirements for the renewal of alicense to fit contact lenses does not,
for that reason alone, lose his license as a dispensing optician.

NAC 637.240 Fitting contact lenses: Report to prescriber. (NRS 637.070) Upon completing the
fitting of a contact lens, the dispenser must provide awritten report to the prescriber, in the form
prescribed by the board. The dispenser must keep a copy of the report in his records.

Section 19. NAC 637.333 is hereby amended to read as follows:
NAC 637.333 Complaint against licensee or unlicensed person. (NRS 637.070) Any member of
the board or public may file awritten complaint with the board if he believes:

1. A licensee has violated a provision of this chapter or chapter 637 of NRS; or

2. Anunlicensed person is engaged in activities requiring alicense pursuant to the provisions
of this chapter or chapter 637 of NRS.
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3. A person has employed a person who has violated any provision of NRS 637.125 or any
provision of this chapter.

Section 20. NAC 637.440 is hereby amended to read as follows:
NAC 637.440 Accusations. (NRS 637.070)

1. Uponitsown initiative, or following the receipt and review of a verified complaint filed
pursuant to NAC 637.333, the board may cause an accusation to be filed against an unlicensed
person, a person who employs any person who has violated any provision of NRS 637.125, an
applicant or holder of alicense aleging one or more grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to
NRS 637.150.

2. Facts constituting grounds for disciplinary action must be stated with sufficient
particularity to enable the respondent to identify the charges against him. All applicable
decisions, statutes, rules and regulations, or orders of the board, must be cited in the accusation,
together with the dates on which the acts or omissions complained of allegedly occurred.
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