PROPOSED REGULATION OF THE
BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS
L CB File No. R131-09

October 19, 2009

EXPLANATION — Matter in italicsis new; matter in brackets [emitted-material] is material to be omitted.

AUTHORITY: 881, 2, 5, 7 and 8, NRS 641.100; 8§83 and 4, NRS 641.100 and 641.180; 86, NRS
641.100 and 641.370.

A REGULATION relating to licensure to practice psychology; revising requirements for the
submission of certain information with an application for licensure; revising provisions
governing examination requirements for licensure; prescribing a fee for examination;
and providing other matters properly relating thereto.

Section 1. NAC 641.025 is hereby amended to read as follows:

641.025 1. The Board may issue alicense to an applicant who:

(@) Has been licensed to practice psychology not less than 20 yearsin other states of the
United States or in Canada, if that license was based on a doctoral degree which was earned from
aregionally accredited program accredited by a national regulatory body approved by the Board,
and which relates primarily to psychology;

(b) Has not previously been convicted of afelony;

(c) Hasnot had the scope of his license to practice psychology limited by another
jurisdiction;

(d) Has not previously been denied licensure by the Board;

(e) Has passed fan-orat the examination feenducted} administered by the Board f;-and}

pursuant to NAC 641.112;
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(f) Submitsto the Board the appropriate application and fees and three letters of professional
reference that attest without reservation to the professional competence, moral character and
current fitness to practice of the applicant -} ; and

(g) Complieswith subsection 1 of NRS 641.160 by submitting:

(1) A complete set of the applicant’ s fingerprints to the Board with written permission
authorizing the Board to forward the fingerprints to the Central Repository for Nevada
Records of Criminal History for submission to the Federal Bureau of I nvestigation; or

(2) Verification to the Board that the applicant’s fingerprints were so forwarded by the
law enforcement agency or other authorized entity taking the fingerprints.

2. TheBoard may require the applicant to appear before the Board to demonstrate his:

(&) Moral character;

(b) Current fitness to practice psychology; or

(c) Intent to practice psychology in amanner consistent with his education, training and
experience.

Sec. 2. NAC 641.028 is hereby amended to read as follows:

641.028 1. TheBoard will issue alicense to an applicant if the applicant:

(a) Hasbeen licensed to practice psychology based on a doctoral degree that relates primarily
to psychology and has been practicing psychology continuously for 5 yearsin ajurisdiction
whose requirements have been determined by the Board to be at least equivalent to the
requirements of chapter 641 of NRS;

(b) Successfully completes an examination prescribed by the Board to test the applicant’s

knowledge of the statutes and regulations of the State of Nevada governing the practice of

psychology;
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(c) Hasnot previously been convicted of afelony;

(d) Has not been subject to disciplinary action in another jurisdiction;

(e) Does not have any outstanding complaints or charges pending against him in another
jurisdiction;

(f) Hasnot previously been denied licensure by the Board; fand}

(g) Submitsto the Board the appropriate application and fees and three |etters of professional
reference that attest without reservation to the professional competence, moral character and
current fitness to practice of the applicant {} ; and

(h) Complieswith subsection 1 of NRS 641.160 by submitting:

(1) A complete set of the applicant’ s fingerprints to the Board with written permission
authorizing the Board to forward the fingerprints to the Central Repository for Nevada
Records of Criminal History for submission to the Federal Bureau of I nvestigation; or

(2) Verification to the Board that the applicant’s fingerprints were so forwarded by the
law enforcement agency or other authorized entity taking the fingerprints.

2. TheBoard may require the applicant to appear before the Board to demonstrate:

(&) Hismoral character;

(b) Hiscurrent fitness to practice psychology; and

(c) Hisintent to practice psychology in a manner consistent with his education, training and
experience.

Sec. 3. NAC 641.112 is hereby amended to read as follows:

641.112 1. TheBoard will administer an feral examination to each applicant for alicense

as apsychologist.
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2. The fera} examination will consist of f{shert-hypethetical-casespresented-for-the

-} questions addressing the
practice of professional psychology, including, without limitation, federal and state laws,
ethical principles and codes of professional conduct relevant to the practice of psychology in
this State. At least 30 days before the examination, the Board will furnish a description of the

content to be covered in the examination to each applicant.
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—-61 An applicant who fails the fera examination may review his examination upon written

request submitted to the Board. The written request must be submitted within 10 days after
receiving written notice of the failure.

- 4. Anapplicant who fails the feral examination may submit awritten request to the
Board for one reevaluation of his feral} examination within 10 days after receiving written notice
of the failure. The Board or its designee may grant or deny an applicant’s request for
reevaluation. The Board or its designee will give written notice of its decision within 20 days
after receiving the written request for reevaluation. If the request for reevaluation is granted, the
Board or its designee will issue afinal evaluation of the applicant’ s feral examination within 60
days after notifying the applicant of its decision to undertake the reeval uation.

8} 5. Thefeefor the feral} examination must be paid before the examination is
administered. A fee must be paid each time the applicant takes the feral} examination.

94 6. Anapplicant shall not:
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(8 Remove any notes taken during the feral} examination;

(b) Record the feral} examination by electronic or other means; or

(c) Engagein any other conduct that results in the disclosure of the contents of the
examination.

Sec. 4. NAC 641.120 is hereby amended to read as follows:

641.120 1. The

the-Professional-Examination-Serviee}l national examination constitutes fthe-written} one

portion of the examination for licensure as a psychologist.

2. Anapplicant for alicense may take the pwrittenpertion-of-thel national examination ffer

Heensure-as-a-psychologist} after the applicant has graduated with a doctoral degree from:

(&) A training program which is accredited by the American Psychological Association or a
program which meets the requirements of NAC 641.061; or

(b) Aninstitution which meets the requirements of subsection 2 of NAC 641.050.

Sec. 5. NAC 641.133 is hereby amended to read as follows:

641.133 1. Upon written request to the Board and payment of the fee prescribed by the
Board, a person who is licensed to engage in the practice of psychology in this State may have
his license placed on inactive status.

2. A person whose license is placed on inactive status shall not engage in the practice of
psychology during the period in which the license is on inactive status.

3. A person who wishes to renew alicense that is placed on inactive status must submit to
the Board:

(& Anapplication for the renewal of the license; and
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(b) Thefeefor the biennial renewal of alicense on inactive status.

4. A person whose license is placed on inactive status may apply to the Board to have his
license restored to active status. The Board will restore the license to active status upon:

(&) The submission of an application for the restoration of the license;

(b) The payment of the appropriate fee as set forth in NAC 641.135 for the restoration to
active status of alicense on inactive status,

(c) The submission of proof of completion of the requirements for continuing education for
the 2 years immediately preceding the date of the application;

(d) If the applicant has engaged in the practice of psychology in another jurisdiction during
the period his license was on inactive status, the submission of proof that heisin good standing
and that there are no disciplinary proceedings pending against him in that jurisdiction;

(e) Submission of any other proof the Board may require to determine whether the applicant
is qualified and competent to engage in the practice of psychology; and

(f) If the Board considersit necessary, the successful completion of fa-written-or-eral} the
national examination f-} or the examination administered by the Board pursuant to NAC
641.112.

Sec. 6. NAC 641.135 is hereby amended to read as follows:

641.135 1. TheBoard will charge and collect the following fees:

For an application fOr [ICENSUE...........ccvieeiieece et $100
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For the feral} examination for licensure administered by the Board

puUrsuant to NAC B4L1.112.......cccoeceeeereeie e seeste e ste e sns [240} Actual
costs to the

Board plus $100

For theissuance of an initial [ICENSE .........ooiiiiiiice e 25
For the biennial renewal Of aliCENSe.........ccco i 500
For the registration of afirm, partnership or Corporation ...........cccceccevveervevesieesesseseennens 300
For the placement of alicense 0N iNactive SEatUS............ccererereneneneneeee s 100
For the biennial renewal of alicense oninactive Status...........cocoveverereeeercse e 100

For the restoration to active status of alicense on inactive status if the

restoration occurs during the first year of the biennium in which the

license Was iSSUEH OF FENEWE..........ceiieieieerie et ee e re e e nneennas 400
For the restoration to active status of alicense on inactive status if the

restoration occurs during the second year of the biennium in which

the license was iSSUEd OF FENEWE ..o e 150
For the registration of a nonresident CONSUITaNE ............cooererereneneneneeee e 100
For reproduction and mailing of material for an application ...........cc.cecveeieienenenc e 25
For aset of Mailing laElS ..o 15
FOr adisNONOred ChECK ..........coiiuiiiiiiceeee e 15
For the review of afailed eXamination............cccveriririeienesee s 175
For achange of NAME 0N @lICENSE .........oi i 25
FOr @ dUPliCaEE [ICENSE. ...ttt 25
For alist of practicing PSYyCNOIOJISES. ........ooviiiriiiiiereee e 10
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For alist of persons granted alicCensein any YEar .........ccccceeeeveeieeseesesiee e
For copies of the provisions of NRS relating to the practice of
psychology and the rules and regulations adopted by the Board ............ccccceevvveerieennee.
For aletter of goOd StANTING ....ccveeveieeieeie e ee e
For the review and approval of a course or program of continuing
(<o [B0r= 1o o OSSPSR PSSP
2. TheBoard will annually determine the actual costs to the Board for the examination
administered by the Board pursuant to NAC 641.112 for purposes of determining the fee
charged and collected pursuant to subsection 1.
Sec. 7. NAC 641.1365 is hereby amended to read as follows:
641.1365 The Board will award not more than 8 hours of continuing education within a 2-
year period to any person licensed by the Board who is appointed by the Board to:
1. Conduct or develop an feral} examination; or
2. Serve on acommittee approved by the Board.

Sec. 8. NAC 641.115 and 641.130 are hereby repealed.

TEXT OF REPEALED SECTIONS

641.115 Oral examination: Subject areas. (NRS 641.100, 641.180) Theora

examination for alicense as a psychologist will consist of questions in the following subjects:
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1. Ethicsand lawsrelating to the practice of psychology and professional conduct,
including, but not limited to:

(& Knowledge of federa and state laws and regulations relating to the practice of
psychology, professional codes of ethics and laws and regulations related to professional
conduct, including, but not limited to, laws, regulations and codes related to:

(1) Involuntary confinement.
(2) Confidentiality and privileged communications.
(3) Proceduresto be followed when aclient is a danger to himself.
(4) Proceduresto be followed when aclient is a danger to other persons.
(5) Proceduresto be followed when there is athreat of violence.
(6) Requirements for reporting abuse.
(7) Thetreatment of minors.
(8) Therole of psychological assistants.
(9) Discrimination.
(10) Sexual relationships with clients.
(11) Informed consent.
(b) Knowledge of guidelines for professional conduct, including, but not limited to:
(1) Scope of training.
(2) A psychologist’s recognition of his personal limitations.
(3) Consultations and peer review.
(4) The continual evaluation of a psychologist’s professional practice.
(5) Conflicts of interest.

(6) Professional development.
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(7) A psychologist’s relationship with his colleagues.
(8) The potential for obtaining iatrogenic resultsin the practice of psychology.
(c) The ability to apply guidelines for professional conduct.
2. Human diversity, including, but not limited to:
(8 Knowledge of individual and group diversity, including, but not limited to, differencesin
persons based on:
(1) Ethnicity.
(2) Socia conditions.
(3) Cultural factors.
(4) Socia economic conditions.
(5) Physical and psychological disabilities.
(6) Age.
(7) Gender.
(8) Religion.
(9) Sexua preferences.
(10) Hereditary factors.
(11) Developmenta characteristics from infancy to adulthood.
(b) The applicant’s ability to apply his knowledge of human diversity to the practice of
psychology.
3. Thetheoretical and empirical bases of practice, including, but not limited to:
(&) The ability to formulate a conceptual framework of practice.
(b) Knowledge of diverse conceptual frameworks.

(c) The ability to evaluate conceptual frameworks in the context of empirical evidence.
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(d) Knowledge of relevant empirical information related to the practice of psychology.
(e) Knowledge of individual and group system disfunction.
(f) Knowledge of psychological research and literature.
(g) Knowledge of human behavior, including, but not limited to, knowledge of:
(1) Cognitive processes.
(2) The organization of personalities.
(3) Thebiological bases of behavior.
(4) Psychosocial factors that affect behavior.
(5) Systemic processes.
(6) Group processes.
(7) Individual differences.
(8) Substance abuse.
(9) Affective processes.
(210) Cross-cultural studies.
(11) Outcome studies.
4. The assessment and evaluation of data, including, but not limited to:
(&) Knowledge of techniques and procedures for the collection of information.
(b) Knowledge of psychometric procedures.
(c) Knowledge of collateral sources of information.
(d) Knowledge of diagnostic distinctions.
(e) The ability to analyze and formulate generalizations from assessment information.
(f) The ability to integrate assessment information in order to draw conclusions, formulate

diagnoses and make recommendations.
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(g) Theability to conduct observational assessments.
(h) Knowledge of psychometric theory and construction.
(i) The ability to apply statistical techniques.
5. Programs of intervention, including, but not limited to:
(&) The ability to use theoretical information, empirical data and assessment information to
formulate and carry out a program of intervention.
(b) Knowledge of the strengths and limitations of alternative programs of intervention.
(c) Knowledge of the rationale for the program of intervention chosen.
(d) The ability to evaluate the effectiveness of programs of intervention.
(e) Knowledge of various models and strategies for programs of intervention, including, but
not limited to:
(1) Psychotherapy, including psychodynamic, behavioral, cognitive, marital and family,
and group approaches.
(2) Biologically based treatment modalities, such as biofeedback, psychotropic medication
and electroconvulsive therapy, and the use of appropriate referrals for such treatment.
(3) Community-based approaches.
(4) Techniquesfor consultations.
(f) Knowledge of community resources and the circumstances under which referrals may be
made to those resources.
6. Interventioninacrisis, including, but not limited to:
(8 Knowledge of how to assess acrisis, including, but not limited to:
(1) Suicides.

(2) When the client is a danger to himself.
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(3) When the client is a danger to other persons.
(4) Critical incidents.
(b) Knowledge of models, techniques and professional standards of practice for intervening
inacrisis, including, but not limited to:
(1) Suicides.
(2) When theclient isadanger to himself.
(3) When theclient is a danger to other persons.
(4) Situationsinvolving abuse.
(5) Circumstances that may require involuntary confinement.
() Knowledge of appropriate sources for referrals and when to make such referrals.
(d) Knowledge of the effect intervening in a crisis will have on:
(1) Case management.
(2) The psychologist’s relationship with the client.
641.130 Waiver of written examination. (NRS 641.100, 641.180) The Board may waive
the written examination of:
1. A diplomate of the American Board of Professional Psychology who became a diplomate
through examination; or
2. Anapplicant who meets al of the requirements for licensure with respect to education
and experience and who achieved a score on the Examination for Professional Practicein
Psychology of the Association of State and Provincial Psychology Boards equal to or surpassing
the criterion in Nevada for passage of that examination.

= An oral examination isrequired even if the written examination is waived.
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