
PRESENTERS’ BIOGRAPHIES 
PRESESSION ORIENTATION PROGRAM FOR NEW LEGISLATORS 

DECEMBER 13, 2012 

 

BRIEFING ON EDUCATION TOPICS 

 

 

Dr. James W. Guthrie is the State of Nevada Superintendent of Public Instruction and a 

senior fellow at the George W. Bush Institute, a component of the George W. Bush 

Presidential Center.  He previously served as a professor of education policy and 

leadership in the Annette Caldwell Simmons School and Human Development at Southern 

Methodist University.  Prior to that, Dr. Guthrie was the Patricia and Rodes Hart 

Professor of Educational Leadership and Policy and Director of the Peabody Center for 

Education Policy at the Peabody College of Education and Human Development at 

Vanderbilt University.  Previously a professor at the University of California, Berkeley, 

Dr. Guthrie holds a B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. from Stanford University, and undertook 

postdoctoral study in public finance at Harvard.  

 

 

H. Pepper Sturm is the Chief Deputy Research Director of the Research Division of the 

Legislative Counsel Bureau (LCB).  He has worked for the Legislature since 1987, serving 

as staff to committees dealing with educational topics and issues relating to labor, the 

legislature, and social services.  Mr. Sturm is currently staff to the Senate Committee on 

Education.  He has a master’s degree in library science from the University of North Texas 

and a bachelor’s degree in English from the University of Nevada, Reno.  

 

 

 


