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Steve Canavero, Ph.D., is the chief executive of Nevada’s Department of Education 

(NDE) and serves as the Superintendent of Public Instruction.  He recently served as 

NDE’s Deputy Superintendent of Student Achievement and was previously the  

first Director of the newly created State Public Charter School Authority.  Dr. Canavero 

brings years of experience working in public education at the State and local level.   

He has a background in evaluation and planning and worked as a teacher and principal.  

A graduate of Cal Poly San Luis Obispo with a degree in Ecology and Systematic 

Biology, Dr. Canavero earned his masters of education (M.Ed.) and doctor of philosophy 

(Ph.D.) in Educational Leadership at the University of Nevada, Reno (UNR).   

       E-mail:  scanavero@doe.nv.gov     Phone:  775-687-9221 

 

Sarah Popek began teaching in the Clark County School District in 2001.  Since becoming 

Principal of Myrtle Tate Elementary School in 2012, she has successfully implemented 

several initiatives to deliver high quality instruction to a diverse population of 

approximately 800 students in pre-K through fifth grade.  Ms. Popek earned a  

bachelor of science degree in Education from Miami University; a master of arts in 

Teaching and Learning Reading, as well as a master of science in Educational Leadership 

from Nova Southeastern University; a M.Ed. in Technology, Curriculum, and Instruction 

from Grand Canyon University, and is currently enrolled in the Executive Leadership 

Academy through Georgetown University and the Nevada Public Education Foundation.   

      Phone:  702-799-7360 

 

Chad Buckendahl, Ph.D., has consulted with a range of educational assessment and 

professional credentialing programs.  His work has focused on advising on assessment 

design, development, validation, and related legal and policy considerations.   

Dr. Buckendahl received his Ph.D. in quantitative and qualitative methods in education 

from the University of Nebraska, Lincoln.  He currently serves as a psychometric 

reviewer for the National Commission for Certifying Agencies and previously served on 

committees for membership, program, and outreach for the National Council  

on Measurement in Education.  Dr. Buckendahl’s current research interests include 

assessment literacy, applied psychometrics, standard setting, legal and policy issues,  

and validity.   

 

Todd Butterworth began his career with the State of Nevada in 1992.  He served as  

the Executive Director of the Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities and 

managed a variety of disability programs and services.  In 2003, he was appointed the first 

Bureau Chief of the State’s new Office of Disability Services, and served in that capacity 

until 2012 when he joined the Legislative Counsel Bureau (LCB).  During both the  

2013 and 2015 legislative sessions, and the two interim periods that followed,  

Mr. Butterworth served as an education policy analyst for the LCB Research Division  

and staffed related legislative committees.  He holds a bachelor of science degree in 

Accounting from Arizona State University and an master in business administration (MBA) 

from UNR. 

   E-mail:  Todd.Butterworth@lcb.state.nv.us      Phone:  775-684-6825 
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