
Democrat
Clark County Senatorial
District No. 4
Retired

Born:  July 28, 1935; Mounds, Louisiana.
Educated:  Southern University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, B.A., Political Science and History;
postgraduate work in law; Institute of Applied Science, Chicago, Illinois, civil identification and
criminal investigation.
Married:  Widower.
Children:  Charisse, Tania, Withania, Dina Amelia, Joseph.
Military:  United States Air Force, 1954-1958.

LEGISLATIVE SERVICE:  Nevada Senate, 1973-2003—five special and sixteen regular
sessions (longest Senate service in Nevada history); Member, Interim Finance Committee,
1985-1986; Assistant Majority Floor Leader, 1985; Assistant Minority Floor Leader, 1987;
Minority Floor Leader, regular session, 1989; President pro Tempore, 1991; Member, Legislative
Commission, 1997-1998.

AFFILIATIONS:  Order of Elks Lodge No. 1508; Clark County Democratic Central Committee;
Nevada State Democratic Central Committee; Phi Beta Sigma; Member and past Chairman,
Clark County Economic Opportunity Board.
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PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS:  Outstanding Community Service,
Local Branch, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1976; A.A.U.F. of the Year, 1977-1978;
Outstanding Civic Work, First A.M.E. Church, 1978; Nevada Legislature - In Appreciation,
CCTA TIP, 1979; Friend of Education Award, NSEA, 1986; Service to Community, Forty-second
Western Province Council, Las Vegas Alumni Theta Sigma Chapters, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity,
Inc., 1989; Honorary Member for Continuous Support and Dedication to the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Committee, 1989; Century Club Member for Outstanding Support of Nevada State
AFL-CIO C.O.P.E., 1989; Appreciation for Outstanding Services, Loyalty and Support to All
Mankind, Affirmative Action Committee, Lower Colorado Region, Bureau of Reclamation, United
States Department of the Interior, 1990; Guest Speaker, Lewis F. Cottnell No. 339, 1991; Reverend
Jesse Louise Jackson Distinguished Political Award for Service Rendered on Behalf of All the
Citizens of Nevada, NAACP, 1991; Elijah Lovejoy Award, Order of Elks Grand Lodge IBPOEW,
1992; Support and Dedication to Working Men and Women, Local Joint Board, Culinary Local
No. 226 and Bartenders Local No. 165, 1992; Outstanding Support, Alpha Temple, Paran Lodge
1508, 1992; Liberty Award, National Alliance Against Race and Political Oppression, 1992;
Distinguished Service to Libraries, Las Vegas Library District, 1993; Appreciation for Support,
Alpha Temple No. 1180, 1994; Outstanding Achievement for the Community in Celebration of
African American Month, Clark High School, 1994; Appreciation and Gratitude Award, Friends
of Clark County Law Library, 1995; Lifetime Achievement Award for Public Service,
Reno-Sparks Branch No. 1112, NAACP; Lifetime Commitment Award, Nevada AFL-CIO; Civil
Liberty Award, American Civil Liberties Union-Nevada; past Chairman, Greater Las Vegas Plan.
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