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Mr. Rick Combs, Director 
Legislative Counsel Bureau 
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401 South Carson Street 
Carson City, NV 89701 

RE:  Biennial Legislative Report 

The Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Nevada Off-Highway Vehicles 
Program, and Nevada Commission on Off-Highway Vehicles are pleased to submit the Biennial 
Report as required by NRS 232.1585(4). The Nevada Commission on Off-Highway Vehicles 
was established on July 1, 2011, to promote the responsible use of recreational off-highway 
vehicles pursuant to NRS 490. If you have questions or would like additional information, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Dominique M. Etchegoyhen 
Deputy Director 
Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 

cc:    Greg McKay, Commission Chair 
         Kelly Williams, NDCNR Director’s Office 
         Jennifer Scanland, OHV Program 
         Kimbra Ellsworth, LCB Fiscal 
         Curtis Palmer, Governor’s Finance Office 

239-18



NEVADA COMMISSION ON 
OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES

Biennial Legislative Report
Fiscal Year 2017 - 2018

NEVADA COMMISSION ON OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES



General Activities of the Commission on Off-Highway Vehicles

In 2017, the 79th Session of the Nevada Legislature passed Assembly Bill 29, 
crea�ng the Nevada Off-Highway Vehicles Program (Program), and placing the 
Commission on Off-Highway Vehicles (Commission) in the Nevada Department 
of Conserva�on and Natural Resources (NDCNR). Today, NDCNR administers the 
Program and the Account for Off-Highway Vehicles, and provides staff to the 
Commission. Pursuant to NRS 490, the Commission provides direc�on to the 
Program, and has decision authority to award grants for projects rela�ng to (1) 
studies or planning for OHV trails and facili�es; (2) mapping and signing of OHV 

trails and facili�es; (3) acquisi�on of land for OHV trails and facili�es; (4) enhancement or maintenance 
of OHV trails and facili�es; (5) construc�on of OHV trails and facili�es; (6) restora�on of areas that have 
been damaged by OHVs; (7) construc�on of trail features to minimize impact to environmentally 
sensi�ve or important wildlife habitat areas; (8) OHV safety training and educa�on; and (9) OHV 
compliance and enforcement.

Governor Brian Sandoval appointed four new commissioners in this last biennium: Kevin Hill of Carson 
City, represen�ng Conserva�on; Sean Berryman of Washoe County, represen�ng ATV and Motorcycle 
riders; Brian Parks of Douglas County, represen�ng Ranchers; and Edward Booth of Humboldt County, 
represen�ng Sportsmen. The remainder of the Commission includes: Chairman Greg McKay of Washoe 
County, represen�ng snowmobilers; Vice Chair Sue Baker of Clark County, recommended by the 
Nevada Associa�on of Coun�es; Sheriff Kerry Lee of Lincoln County, recommended by the Sheriff and 
Chiefs Associa�on; Michael Gerow of Carson/Reno, represen�ng OHV Dealers; and Charles Cox from 
Mesquite, Clark County, represen�ng general ATV/OHV riders. 

New Appointments

Previously, one part-�me classified employee managed the Program and served as the Execu�ve 
Secretary to the Commission. However, in April 2018, due to the success and growth of the Program, 
the Execu�ve Secretary posi�on was made full-�me. Currently NDCNR has proposed a reclassifica�on 
of the Execu�ve Secretary posi�on to a Management Analyst III to be�er correspond with the new and 
ever-increasing responsibili�es of the Program. 

Program Staffing



New Website

Since its incep�on, one of the Program’s goals has been to increase the 
number of eligible applica�ons by improving strategic outreach to grant 
applicants. A second Program goal has been to promote the importance 
of OHV registra�on, with the objec�ve of increasing the number of 
registra�ons and renewals statewide. 

Crea�on of the Off-Road Nevada registra�on website (ohv.nv.gov) and 
development of a marke�ng strategy and communica�ons plan has 
been completed. The Program marke�ng strategy is twofold: it includes 
raising awareness among the general public that registra�on is not only 
the law, but it also provides numerous 

benefits to the registrants.

There are two video campaigns featured on the website designed to 
promote and brand the program as “Off Road Nevada.” The first 
campaign, RIDESMART, highlights local clubs and celebrity riders 
who register their vehicles and follow safe riding prac�ces to “Ride 
Smart!” The second campaign showcases the numerous grant 
projects awarded and completed, while emphasizing the benefits to 
registrants, such as enhancing the OHV experience. With the 
campaign slogan, “Your Registra�on Dollars Create Tomorrow’s 
Off-Road Adventures,” these videos feature the local clubs and 
partnerships, as well as engaging footage of the projects, trails, and 
scenery.



Assembly Bill 29 directed the Commission to evaluate the presump�on set forth in NRS 490.090 to NRS 
490.130 inclusive, "that the opera�on of an off-highway vehicle on a paved highway is prohibited 
unless authorized by a governmental en�ty."

As part of the Program’s dedica�on to engaging and empowering residents and municipali�es 
throughout Nevada, the Commission distributed a survey to solicit input from various stakeholders to 
be�er understand how Nevada’s OHV law may be improved. The Commission distributed the survey to 
300 government en��es and 500 OHV listserv subscribers. The survey was also posted on NDCNR’s 
social media channels and the Program’s website. To date, there have been 723 responses. 

Local municipali�es and other agencies impacted by NRS Chapter 490 were also given the opportunity 
to provide addi�onal wri�en comments to Program staff, detailing recommenda�ons to revise and 
clarify the statute. Thus far, OHV recrea�onists and law enforcement professionals have expressed 
concern regarding the confusing and o�en misinterpreted language in NRS 490.  

The comment period for the survey will close on September 30, 2018. Staff is currently analyzing 
survey data and the Commission will make recommenda�on to the Legislature by December 31, 2018.

RECEIPTS & FUNDING FY 2017 FY 2018
Beginning Cash (Balance Forward from Prior Year) 2,338,459.00 2,962,560.00         
Total New Revenue 939,239.63 931,728.23            
Total Revenue 3,277,698.63 3,894,288.23

ACTUAL EXPENDITURES FY 2017 FY 2018
Administra�on 52,391.66              84,083.26             
OHV Grants 262,747.39            478,768.26            
Total Expenditures 315,139.05 562,851.52      

Fiscal Year End Balance 2,962,559.58 3,331,436.71

Financial Summary

OHV Friendly Community Survey



Summary of Grants Awarded

The Program’s grant ini�a�ve was a great success. Over the last biennium, more than 40 grant 
applica�ons were submi�ed. In FY17, four new grants were awarded, followed by another 27 in FY18. 
The FY19 request for grant applica�ons is now open, and the Program an�cipates that there will be 
even more applica�ons submi�ed than in the previous biennium. All grants from FY15 and FY16 have 
been closed.

Increase in Grant 
Funds  Awarded 
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NOHVP Fund Leveraging
FY18  3:1

Match  $681,795.76
OHV Funds  $1,357,290.51
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