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Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 45~—Commitiee on Natural Resources

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION—Directing the legislative commission to
study the feasibility of esiablishing regional water authorities and prohibiting
the transfer of certain water and the sitaie engineer from acting upon applica-
tiors 10 export water from certain counties.

WHEREAS, There has been and continues to be a large growth in
population and intense residential, commercial and industrial develop-
ment in the incorporated and unincorporated areas of several counties
in this state; and

WHEREAS, The domestic and waste water facilities in such counties
have traditionally besn operated by several private and municipal utili-
ties that primarily serve city residents; and

Wrzreas, With the development of muliiple contiguous communi-
ties and suburban living, the existing domestic and waste waier facili-
ties are now serving the inhabitants of a large geographical area and
increasing numbers of tourists; and

WHEREAS, The muluiple corporations and municipalities are unable
to operate effectively these domestic and waste water facilities because
the vast amount of money required for mainienance and capiral
improvements is not available to the municipalities or private corpora-
tions through issuance of the types of szcurities permitied by law; and

WHEREAS, A regional governmental corporation wouid accommodaie
the expanding urban population, provide adequate funding and estab-
lish the administration necessary 1o ensuré adeguate services 10 the
region within the boundaries of such counties; and

WHEREAS, The creation of a regional governmenial corporation is a
matter of public necessity and would serve a public purpose and pro-
mote the general welfare by facilitating adequate domestic and waste
water services: and

WHEREAS, There may be aliernative solutions 1o the domestic and
waste waler problems in such counties; and

WHEREAS, The export of water from such counties may frustrate and
negate the planning efforts of those counties; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of the Siate of Nevada. the Assembly con-
curring, That the legislative commission is herepby directed 1o conduct
a study of the feasibility of creating, goverming and financing a
regional authority to provide domestic and waste waler services In an
area which inctudes all or part of such a county: and be 1t furiher

Resoived, That the study inciude the storage of wzter and other
measures 10 conserve water in such counties; and be it {urther

Resolved, That the study include the consideranon of recommenda-
tions {rom the governing bodies of such counties and cines within such
counties, other persons and companies that are engaged n supplving
such s2rvices and from any regional pianning ag=ncies :n the z2rez; and
be 1t further



—_—

Resolved, That the results of the study be submitted to the 63rd ses-
sion of the Nevada legislature; and be it further

Resolved, That the state engineer shall not act on an application to
divert water from a county having a population of more than 13,000
to a county having a population of 250,000 or less until:

1. The county from which the water would be exported has com-
pleted any study it is conducting of the supply and management of
water in the county; and

2. The legislative commission has_completed its siudv conducted
pursuant to this resolution, its report has besn submirted to the legisla-
ture, and the 63rd session of the legislature has adjourned; and be it
further

Resolved, That the siate engineer shall not aliow any water to be
transferred from Washoe Valley to any other area until the legislative
commission has completed its study conducted pursuant to this resolu-
tion, its report has been submitted to the legisiature, and the 63rd ses-
sion of the legislature has adjourned; and be it further

Resolved, That the state engineer shall report to the 63rd session of
the legislature the nature and status of applications and permits for
exporting water from a county having a population of more than
13,000 10 a county having a population of 250,000 or less, and the
quantity of water being exported pursuant to such permits.

19 wiim 83



REPORT OF THE LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE 63RD SESSION OF THE NEVADA LEGISLATURE:

This report is submitted in compliance with Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 45 of the 62nd session of the
Nevada legislature, which directs the legislative commission
to study the feasibility of establishing regional water
authorjties and other issues pertaining to water. The reso-
Tution also prohibits the state engineer, division of water
resources, state department of conservation and natural
resources, from acting upon applications to export water
from certain counties to certain other counties.

On June 30, 1983, the legislative commission appointed a
subcommi ttee to conduct this study. The subcommittee was
composed of Assemblyman Leonard V. Nevin who served as
chairman, Senator Randolph J. Townsend as vice chairman,
Senator Alan H., Glover, and Assemblymen Erik Beyer, Bruce R.
Bogaert and Charles G. Bourne.

In this report, the subcommittee has attempted to present
its findings and recommendations in a concise form. Only
that information which bears directly upon the scope of the
study and the subcommittee's recommendations is included,
A1l supporting documents, including minutes, staff reports
and other research materials, are available and on file with
the research library of the legislative counsel bureau.

Thanks are extended to those persons whqe participated in
meetings of the subcommittee, particularly those who pro-
vided written information. At least a few of the par-
ticipants should be mentioned for their assistance. These
include representatives of the Washoe County Metropolitan
Water Authority, the cities of Reno and Sparks, Carson City,
Churchill County, Douglas County, Lyon County, Washoe County,
Sierra Pacific Power Company, Nevada's department of conser-
vation and natural resources, the United States Geological
Survey, the Builders Association of Northern Nevada, the
Truckee-Carson Federal Water Master, and many others. It
should also be noted that Washoe County provided the funding
necessary to conduct this study.

This report is transmitted to the members of the 1985
Tegislature for their consideration and appropriate action.

o

Respectfully submitted,

Legislative Commission
Legislative Counsel Bureau
State of Nevada

Carson City, Nevada
August 1984
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

The 1egislative commission's subcommittee studying regional
water authorities and other water issues recommends for the

consideration of the 63rd session of the Nevada legislature
that:

1.

Section 445,017 of the Nevada Revised Statutes be
amended to require the installation of indoor water-
saving faucets in buildings constructed after January 1,
1986, in addition to the shower apparatus presently
regulated by this section. (BDR 40-140)

Line 20 of page 2227 of the Statutes of Nevada, 1983,
(Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 45 of the 62nd
session, File No. 158) be amended by deleting the word
®"and" which separates subsections 1 and 2, as cited
below, and inserting the word "or." (BDR 144)

* * * the state engineer shall not act on an application
to divert water from a county having a population of
more than 13,000 to a county having a population of
250,000 or less until:

1. The county from which the water would be exported
has completed any study it is conducting of the supply
and management of water in the county; [and] or

2. The legislative commission has completed its
study conducted pursuant to this resolution, its report
has been submitted to the legislature, and the 63rd
session of the legislature has adjourned. * * *

The Nevada Revised Statutes be amended to establish a
permanent fund or account for water resources research,
A11 of the fees collected on an annual basis by the
state engineer should go into that account or fund, with
the exception of up to $25,000, which must be used by
the state engineer, after obtaining matching money from
the Federal Government, to microfilm the records of
water rights maintained in his office. (BDR 48-141)

Chapter 487 of the Statutes of Nevada, 1983, be amended
to provide that a two-thirds vote of the full membership
of the board of directors of the Washoe County Metro-
politan Water Authority be required for all official
actions of that body. (BDR S$-143)

Section 704.230 of the Nevada Revised Statutes be
amended to provide that in cities and towns containing
more thanm 7,500 people, but less than 250,000 people,
the local governing body may not require the installa-
tion of watermeters or similar mechanical devices unless
approved by a vote of the public. (BDR 58-142)

ix



An official high water level for Washoe Lake be

designated. 1In this regard, the subcommittee further
recommends that:

a. The staff of the research division of the legisla-
tive counsel bureau identify and prepare a list of

those persons who own land located around the edges
of Washoe Lake.

b. The staff of the research division also identify and
prepare a list of those persons and entities who may
be affected by the establishment of an official high
water level, including the Federal Water Master for
the Truckee and Carson Rivers, state agencies, ditch
companies and homeowners' associations.

c. The chairman of the subcommittee send letters to the
persons on the 1ist provided by legislative staff.
The letters are to suggest that meetings be held to
determine the feasibility of reinitiating the legal
proceeding of the Federal Water Master to establish
an official high water level for Washoe Lake. The
Tetters to the state agencies (e.g., transportation,
wildlife and parks) should emphasize strongly mutual
cooperation and the establishment of a unified posi-
tion by the state.

d. The Federal Water Master reinitiate legal proceed-
ings to establish an official high water level for
Washoe Lake if the affected landowners, agencies
and other entities are able to agree on the issue.

The legislature and other entities in Nevada continue or
initiate studies regarding additional facilities for the
storage of water.

The state engineer be prudent in his review and possible
approval of interbasin transfers of water within and
between counties.

It be respectfully requested that all proposed legisla-
tion pertaining to the Washoe County Metropolitan Water
Authority be submitted to members of the legislature's
subcommittee studying regional water authorities and .
other water issues for review prior to the 1985 legisla-
tive session. This will enable better coordination of
such legislation.



REPORT TO THE 63RD SESSION OF THE NEVADA LEGISLATURE
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION'S SUBCOMMITTEE
STUDYING REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITIES
AND OTHER WATER ISSUES

I. INTRODUCTION

A. PROHIBITION OF CERTAIN ACTIONS BY THE STATE ENGINEER

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 45 of the 62nd session was
designed to address a number of different issues. With
strong support from Washoe County, Nevada, Tegislators, this
measure was partially a response to an application filed by
Carson City to export some 3,000 acre-feet of water per year
from the southern portion of Washoe County (Washoe Valley)
into Carson City.

For a number of years, Carson City has been attempting to
acquire an additional source of water for its expanding
population. For example, Carson City has made serious
efforts to acquire additional water from both Douglas County
and the Marlette-Hobart water system of the State of Nevada.

In order that the state engineer of Nevada's division of
water resources, department of conservation and natural
resources, may have a better understanding of the hydrology
of Washoe VYalley before acting upon the applications of
Carson City and other entities, S.C.R. 45 requires, among
other things, that studies of water supply and management
first be completed. 1In particular, it was hoped that the
study of Washoe Valley by the United States Geological
Survey (USGS) could be completed and reviewed by the state
engineer prior to his official action. It should be noted
that the report of the United States Geological Survey was
released in June 1984 and is now being reviewed by the state
engineer and other affected entities. The report,_titled
Hydrology of Washoe Valley, Washoe County, Nevada,

contains the conclusions which follow;

Any major development of the water resources of Washoe
Valley that causes significant Towering of the water
table will upset the rather delicate balance between
inflow and outflow that now exists. The primary buffer
that currently reflects changes in these water budget
components is Washoe and Little Washoe Lakes. Follow~-
ing periods of less than normal precipitation Little
Washoe Lake dries up and Washoe Lake is reduced in
area. Following periods of greater than normal pre-
cipitation, Washoe Lake increases in area, Little
Washoe Lake comes into existence, and outflow to
Steamboat Creek increases.



Water resource development in most basins in Nevada
requires the lowering of ground water levels and the
salvage of evapotranspired natural discharge. Most
other basins in Nevada do not have a permanent lake in
them. A similar approach to water resource development
in Washoe Valley will have a direct and fairly rapid
impact on Washoe and Little Washoe Lakes. Lowered
ground water levels will allow greater infiltration of
surface runoff, reducing the amount entering the lakes,.
Ground water discharge directly to the lakes will be
reduced and eventually will stop. The net result will
be the eventual destruction of the lakes. Only after
the lakes have been significantly impacted can any
salvage of evapotranspiration be expected. Direct devel-
opment of surface water resources will have the same
impact on the lakes.

B. INTERIM STUDY BY THE LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION

The other primary thrust of S.C.R. 45 was to direct the
legislative commission to study regional water authorities
and other water issues. With passage of Senate Bill No. 417
(chapter 487 of the Statutes of Nevada, 1983) (Appendix A)
by the 1983 legislature, the Washoe County Metropolitan
Water Authority was created. As such, both the legislative
commission and the new authority are responsible to study

a regional authority to provide domestic and waste water
services in Washoe County. Both entities also are directed
to report back to the legislature with their findings and
recommendations.

In addition to its responsibilities regarding a regional
water authority, the legislative commission also was
directed to specifically study other water issues. These
other issues, because of the population limits specified in
S.C.R. 45, were only examined for certain counties in the
state (Carson City, Churchill, Douglas, Elko, Lyon and
Washoe). The other water issues which were studied by the
subcommittee of the legislative commission may be summarized
as follows:

1. Alternative solutions to the domestic and waste water
problems in such counties.

2. The export of water from such counties, which may
frustrate and negate the planning efforts of those
counties.

3. The storage of water and other measures to conserve
water in such counties.



C. PUBLIC MEETINGS OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE

The subcommittee, which was appointed by the legislative
commission to conduct the S.C.R. 45 study, held a total of
six public meetings. The initial meeting was held in Reno
and emphasized the programs and projections of the Sierra
Pacific Power Company which supplies water to 80 percent of
the population of Washoe County. Subsequent meetings were
held in the Reno City Council Chambers, the Renewable
Natural Resources Center of the University of Nevada, the
Sparks City Council Chambers and the Washoe County Com-
mission Chambers. The final meeting and work session of
the subcommittee was held in the legislative building in
Carson City.

IT. REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITIES

Clark County

The history of regional water authorities in Nevada dates
back to 1947, when the legislature created the Las Vegas
Valley Water District. The bill which was enacted by the
legislature was Senate Bill No. 63, introduced by Senator
C.D. Baker of Clark County. This statute does not appear in
the Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) because of its specific
nature, but instead appears as chapter 167 of the Statutes
of Nevada, 1947 (Appendix B). The summary of this law reads
as follows:

An Act to create a water district in the Las Vegas
Valley, Clark County, Nevada; to provide for the
procurement, storage, distribution and sale of water
and rights in the use thereof from Lake Mead for
industrial, municipal, and domestic uses; to provide
for the conservation of the ground water resources of
the Las Vegas Valley, and to create authority to
purchase, acquire, and construct the necessary works to
carry out the provisions of this act; to authorize a
tax levy for the payment of obligations during the
organizational period, and to provide for the issuance
of district bonds to be paid solely from the operating
revenues of such district.

Today, the Las Vegas Valley Water District provides water
service to approximately 75 percent of the population of
Clark County, or roughly 410,000 persons. The cities of
Boulder City, Henderson and North Las Vegas operate their
own water systems as does Nellis Air Force Base. It is
estimated that approximately 75 percent of the water used by
the Las Vegas Valley Water District comes from the Co1orado
River, with the remaining 25 percent from wells,



Other details concerning the Las Vegas Valley Water District
which may be of interest when considering a regional
authority in Washoe County include the following:

1. The seven Clark County commissioners comprise the board
of directors of the district.

2. The district currently has an authorized staff of 326
persons, including 65 who are working on the Southern
Nevada Water System under contract to the State of Nevada.

3. Water supplies in the Las Vegas Valley should be ade-
quate until sometime between the years 2000 and 2020.

4. The average water consumption of customers of the
district is 23,400 gallons per month, or approximately
290 gallons per person per day.

5. The monthly service charge for residential customers
of the district is $7.45 plus 66 cents for each
10,000 gallons of water used.

Other Locations in Nevada

In other parts of Nevada, a much different approach has
often been used to supply water for new development. The
following section of Public and Private Water Systems in
Nevadal3 provides a good description of this approach.

Development in Nevada has frequently relied on small,
privately owned water systems which were created
specifically for the subdivision and sale of lands or
houses. Present conditions indicate that these small
water systems very seldom are profitable and usually
suffer from lack of capital. With more stringent
requirements for water quality, many of these small
companies may not be able to meet the drinking water
requirements and be profitable. As a result, many of
these private systems will either convert to a public
system or be purchased by larger privately owned
systems. Regardless of which alternative may occur,
the users may be faced with financial or water quality
related impacts.

Washoe County

The primary provider of water in the Truckee Meadows area of
Washoe County is Sierra Pacific Power Company (SPPCo.). The
Truckee Meadows, it should be noted, contains both the cities
of Reno and Sparks as well as additional unincorporated areas
of Washoe County. Approximately 78,500 acre-feet of munici-
pal and -industrial (M and I) water rights are controlled by
Sierra Pacific Power Company in the Truckee Meadows. This



water is primarily from the Truckee River and its tribu-
taries, but some 12,000 acre-feet come from ground water
sources. Appendix C of this report contains additional
details concerning water supply in the Truckee Meadows.

In terms of residential use only, Sierra Pacific Power
Company currently serves approximately 80 percent of the
population of Washoe County--or roughly 175,000 persons,
State law (NRS 704.230, "Installation, use of watermeters"--
see Appendix D) currently prohibits the use of residential
watermeters in the cities of Reno and Sparks unless con-
sented to by the customer and utility. More recent develop-
ment in the Truckee Meadows, however, has been equipped with
"meter related facilities" by Sierra Pacific Power Company
which will greatly reduce the cost of possible future con-
version to a system of watermeters. Approximately 15 per-
cent of the households served by Sierra Pacific Power
Company have been so equipped.

Because the residential customers of Sierra Pacific Power
Company are not on a system of watermeters, these customers
pay a flat rate which is not based on consumption. As such,
water consumption on a per capita basis in the Truckee
Meadows is higher than that in similar jurisdictions which
do have a system of watermeters.

Another water-related issue in Washoe County concerns future
supplies of water, Officials of Sierra Pacific Power
Company are concerned that the current water available to
them may not be sufficient to adequately supply the future
needs of the Truckee Meadows, particularly during periods of
drought. '

An equally important issue is the Titigation concerning
Truckee River water which has been filed by the Pyramid Lake
Pajute Indian Tribe. If the Tribe is successful regarding
any of this litigation, supplies of water available in the
Truckee Meadows would most likely be reduced from current
levels., It is important to note that the Tribe has very
consistently demanded that watermeters be a condition of

any settlement proceedings concerning its litigation.
Appendix E of this report provides a summary of litigation
involving water in western Nevada.

Because of these and other water-related issues in the
Truckee Meadows, the 1983 Nevada legislature passed Senate
Bil1 No. 417 (Appendix A). 1In this act, the legislature
made several determinations, findings and declarations which
led to the creation of a water authority serving the Truckee
Meadows. For example, subsection 6 of section 2 of the bill
states that:



6. The necessity for this act results from:

(a) The large population growth in the urban area
hereby included within the district, constituting a
major portion of the state's population;

(b) The numerous capital improvements and large
amount of improved real property situated within such
urban area;

(c) The arid or semijarid nature of the urban area,
the scarcity of water therein, the necessity of the
development of a larger water supply for the urban
area and of a larger regional system for the acquisi-
tion and transmission of water supplies to the urban
area;

(d) The division of the urban area into large areas
of incorporated areas and unincorporated areas;

(e) The fragmentation and proliferation of powers,
rights, privileges and duties pertaining to water
supply within the urban area among a substantial
number of public bodies, corporations and other persons;

(f) The resultant problems in water supply require
extensive management and planning of the use of the
water supplies existing within the district and require
that appropriated water used in the district and unappro-
priated water found within the district must remain in
the district unless its export is approved by the board
as part of a comprehensive plan; and

(g) The close interrelationship between the allocation
and distribution of surface and subsurface water for
domestic, commercial and industrial use.

The water authority created by Senate Bill 417 is cited

in the law as the Washoe County Metropolitan Water Authority.
Since passage of this act, the board of directors of the
authority have independently decided to call this entity the
Truckee Meadows Water Authority. Regardless of its name,

the authority has been given 1imited powers but is permitted
to "plan for the present and future use of water resources
within the jurisdiction or at the disposal of the authority,
and prepare and recommend legislation concerning the
authority."

The legislature's subcommittee studying regional water
authorities and other water issues was required by law to
complete its work during the summer of 1984. Unfortunately,
legislation which may be proposed by the water authority was
not available for review by the legislative subcommittee
prior to the preparation of this report.

ITI. OTHER ISSUES RELATED TO WATER RESOURCES

In accordance with the direction established by S.C.R. 45,
several other water issues were discussed by the subcommit-
tee. These issues specifically included water storage,



water conservation, intercounty transfers of water, and
problems relating to domestic and waste water. 1In addition
to these issues, the subcommittee received testimony regard-
ing other issues related to water resources. Appendix F of
this report, which was provided by Louie Gardella, a long-
time expert concerning the water resources of western Nevada,
includes additional details for many of these issues.

A summary and discussion of the most significant issues
related to water which were discussed by the subcommittee
follows.

A, WATER CONSERVATION

Issue

Future growth and development in the Truckee Meadows and
other portions of western Nevada are limited by a general
Tack of available surplus water. Because of this, water
conservation measures will become increasingly important in
the years to come.

Discussion

Many persons who testified before the subcommittee agreed
that western Nevada will face serious water shortages in the
future unless appropriate water conservation measures are
adopted within the next few years,

Carson City was used by some as an example of a community
which has implemented several water conservation measures,
including: watermeters with a rate structure which increases
per unit of water used as water usage increases; alternate
days of lawn watering between May 15 and September 15 of
each year, based upon odd or even numbered street addresses;
watering of lawns restricted to morning or late evening
hours; water waste, including water allowed to flow onto
sidewalks or streets, is prohibited and violators may be
fined. The need to stress voluntary conservation of water
was also advocated by several persons.

It was pointed out that the average residential consumption
of water in Carson City is 187 gallons per person per day.
On the other hand, residents of the cities of Reno and
Sparks, which are not on a system of watermetering or water
conservation, use an average of 275 gallons per person per
day.

A representative of the Sierra Pacific Power Company
informed the subcommittee that the following items need to
be taken into consideration regarding conservation programs
and watermeters:



Conservation programs and watermeters change demand.
These measures would allow Sierra Pacific Power Company
to spread its present rights over a larger number of
people.

One numerical figure showing the anticipated decrease
in demand must be agreed upon so the citizens have an
idea of what the effect will be.

Many cities have experienced a decrease in demand when
meters were initiated, but as time passed the demand
increased somewhat.

Meters mainly affect water used in yards for lawn and
landscape irrigation purposes rather than in the home.

In order to enforce water conservation measures, reason-
able restrictions are necessary.

In respect to the Truckee Meadows area of Washoe County,
representatives of Sierra Pacific Power Company stated that:

1.

The watermeter installation cost for existing residen-
tial customers without meter provisions would be approx-
imately $400 to $500.

Residences built after 1981 are equipped with watermeter
facilities except for the meter itself. Installation of
the meter is estimated to cost $75.

Depending on a residential customer's landscaping and
Tot size, the monthly metered water bill would probably
not increase from the present figure of $21.

Approximately 6 months ago, Sierra Pacifi¢c Power Company
estimated that the total expense to install residential
watermeters in Washoe County would be $25 million. This
amount depends on the necessity to retrofit a residence
and the manner in which the public service commission of
Nevada (PSCN) allows Sierra Pacific Power Company to be
reimbursed for its expenditures. (See also Appendix G
of this report.)

There are presently 4,500 to 5,000 commercial customers
of Sierra Pacific Power Company in Washoe County on
watermeters. State law prohibiting watermetering in the
cities of Reno and Sparks applies only to residential
customers.

The installation of watermeters in the residential areas
of Reno and Sparks would decrease water demand and con-
sumption by an estimated 15 to 20 percent.



7. As noted earier, the Pyramid Lake Paiute Indian Tribe
has specifically requested that watermeters be used in
the Truckee Meadows as a conservation measure.
Operating criteria which will satisfy the needs of the

endangered Cui-ui fish is also a settlement requirement
of the Tribe.

8. It is probably not a good idea to require that future
residential areas to be built in Reno and Sparks be on a
system of watermetering if existing residential areas
are not. Sierra Pacific Power Company is concerned
there would be claims that it discriminates between
existing and future water customers.

B. WATER STORAGE

Issue

If adequate amounts of water are to be provided in the
future to the Truckee Meadows and other portions of western
Nevada, additional water storage facilities may be required.

Discussion

In regard to water storage, the following topics were
discussed.

1. General Discussion

For Truckee Meadows, the most effective additional storage
may be on the Truckee River itself. Presently, all storage
is on tributary streams. However, the most economically and
environmentally acceptable sites have already been devel-
oped, and there is only a small amount of unappropriated
water available for storage.

The key to effective storage is reserving the water during
good years and distributing it in dry years. This enables
the yield of average and critical years to be almost the
same. Without water storage facilities for surplus water
produced in good years, the dry year problems will continue.
Even though storage facilities are extremely expensive, it
is an important issue for the State of Nevada to address as
soon as possible.

It was also stated by some that water storage must be a
regional program. Creation of a storage facility on the
Carson River, such as the Watasheamu Project, should be a
priority. The Carson River is the primary remaining source
of water available for water storage in western Nevada at
the present time. The increased population in Carson City,
Gardnerville and Minden demands more water availability,
particularly during dry years.



Map 1 and the factual data contained in Appendix H of this
report describe the Washoe Project of the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation for western Nevada and adjacent portions of
California.

2. Stampede Reservoir

The use of Stampede Reservoir is presently a very important
water issue in the Truckee Meadows. When Stampede Reservoir
was constructed, the definite plan report specified that

57 percent of the reservoir yield was to be used for M and I
purposes in Reno and Sparks, 23 percent for M and I purposes
in California and 20 percent for fishery improvements in the
lower river around Pyramid Lake. Since completion of the
reservoir, the Pyramid Lake Indian Tribe has claimed the
water stored in the reservoir and indicated it should only
be used for fishery improvements. Because of related 1iti-
gation, no water from Stampede Reservoir has yet been made
available in Reno or Sparks. Attempts to purchase the water
from the United States Department of the Interior for use in
the Truckee Meadows have failed because of problems with the
Tribe. '

Litigation on Stampede Reservoir and the Truckee River
system involves the following:

a. In 1976 the Carson-Truckee Water Conservancy
District, which is the repayment agency for Stampede
Reservoir, and Sierra Pacific Power Company filed
suit against the United States Department of the
Interior to receive Stampede water. The issue was
whether the Tribe needed it under the Winters' right
to water. The Federal Government was not providing
water to Sierra Pacific Power Company through the
conservancy district because the government felt it
had an obligation to the Tribe. The Endangered
Species Act was also raised, but it was not a
serious issue at the time of filing and during
negotiations.

b. In 1978, Tennessee Valley Authority v. Hill (snail
darter case) raised the importance of the Endangered
Species Act.

c. Pyramid Lake Indian Tribe v. Environmental
Protection Agency and Pyramid Lake Indian Tribe v,
Environmental Protection Agency and the Cities of
Reno and Sparks. In the first suit the Tribe
claims it should be allowed to set its own water
quality standards on the Reservation because the
existing standards are not beneficial to endangered
species. In the second suit the Tribe claims that
the conditions set in the joint sewage treatment
plant have not been met.
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d. In Nevada v. the United States {(also known as the
Truckee Carson Irrigation District Decision), the
Tribe claimed the Winters' right to water with an
1859 priority. The U.S. Supreme Court agreed with
the State of Nevada, Truckee Carson Irrigation
District and Sierra Pacific Power Company that the
issue of the Tribe's water right was resolved in the
Orr Ditch Decree. This decision removed a cloud on
the title of all water rights in the Truckee Meadows.

C. INTERCOUNTY TRANSFERS OF WATER

Issue

The transfer of water from one water basin to another, or
from one county to another, may frustrate the planning
efforts of local governments.

Discussion

There are currently three interbasin diversions existing
between the Truckee and Carson River systems:

1. Disposal of sewage water from Lake Tahoe entering the
Carson River system. This diversion is a result of an
interstate compact.

2. Derby diversion into the Lahontan Reservoir {(Carson
River basin) from the Truckee River. This diversion is
fully covered under the Truckee River Decree.

3. Diversion of Marlette Lake water (Truckee River basin)
into Carson City.

Existing diversions out of the Truckee River basin include
the diversion into the Feather River of California, which is
known as the Sierra Valley Diversion. This diversion comes
out of the Little Truckee River, just above Independence
Creek, and takes water out of Weber Lake, enters the middie
fork of the Feather River and goes west through Quincy. The
diversion originated in 1870 and is related to the Orr Ditch
Decree and Truckee River Decree.

Other out-of-basin diversions involving the Truckee River
include:

1. Sewage diversions into the Carson River basin.

2. Pacific Gas and Electric diversions into the American
River.

3. Diversions to Carson City and Virginia City from
Marlette Lake.
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4. The Sierra Valley diversion.
5. The Derby Dam diversion.

6. The Stead diversion. (Established under emergency
circumstances.)

A proposed bill was presented to the subcommittee by repre-
sentatives of Washoe County which would place additional
review requirements on actions of the state engineer con-
cerning proposed intercounty transfers of water. Appendix I
of this report is a copy of that proposal which is discussed
in greater detail in "Final Issues and Recommendations."”

D. AVAILABILITY OF WATER

Issue

There is concern that water supplies in the Truckee Meadows,
particularly during periods of drought, may be insufficient
in the near future.

Discussion

In the long-term, the Regional Administrative Planning
Agency of Washoe County has projected a population of
353,000 in Washoe County by the year 2002. An estimated
117,667 acre-feet of water would be needed to serve this
population based on current levels of usage and mixtures of
uses.

In respect to Sierra Pacific Power Company, this entity
presently provides water to 80 percent of the population of
Washoe County (approximately 175,000 people). Water rights
of that company are currently estimated to be 78,500 acre-
feet. Map 2 shows the boundaries of the water service area
for Sierra Pacific Power Company in the Truckee Meadows.

If one assumes a 3 percent annual growth rate in Washoe
County, the following applies to the provision of water by
Sierra Pacific Power Company:

1. The average year yield is adequate until 1993 and the
critical year yield is sufficient to 1985,

2. With present rights plus the purchase of the 32,000
acre-feet of rights identified as possibly being
available for purchase, the average year yield is
adequate through 2008 and the critical year yield is
satisfactory until 1995.

3. With present rights plus Stampede rights, the average

and critical years would become the same and water
supply would be adequate through the year 2005.

13



MAP 2

S.PPCo. Service Area

P A B BVEY Y
o r s~
-
-

e

pRv i

FowNvrs

v NI ON 13

43
]
]
H |
+3 I90pmw)
L]
LI -
-l
>
s
B,
E
8]
Q
H o0
(]
2
0
YR
v
U 1
-l O
:.“..N
o M
]
fay
o
M
-
@
y
1))

e SBE0 PY aN

WATER SERVICE AREA



E. MWATER AUTHORITY JURISDICTION

Issue

It may not be proper for the Washoe County Metropolitan
Water Authority to serve certain areas which are already
receiving adequate water service, nor may it be proper
for the authority to tax areas unless actual service is
provided.

Discussion

The Sun Valley Water and Sanitation District informed the
subcommittee that their district is successful and, there-
fore, should be excluded from the Washoe County Metropolitan
Water Authority. The district has two major objections to
being included with the authority:

1, Taxation without representation. If it is included with
the authority, the district should be represented on the
board of directors of the authority.

2. Taxation without receiving services. If it is included
with the authority, actual services should be provided
to residents of the district if they are to be taxed by
the authority.

Members of the subcommittee expressed their desire that
legislation involving the authority should clearly identify
the scope of its taxing and assessment powers.

F. WATER RESOURCES RESEARCH

Issue

Another key to the future in the Truckee Meadows and other
portions of western Nevada will be the availability of
better research information and studies pertaining to water
resources.

Discussion

Both the Water Resources Division of the U.S. Geological
Survey, located in Carson City, and the water resources
center of the desert research institute (DRI), located in
Reno, collect, interpret and disseminate information on
surface water, ground water and water quality. It was
stated that it is very important to have good hydrologic
data to serve as a base upon which important land use and
water decisions may be made.
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In respect to the Water Resources Division of the USGS:

1. In the early 1970's, the division entered into a
cooperative agreement with the Nevada bureau of
mines and geology to evaluate Nevada's environmental
problems involving flood plain zoning and defining
flood frequency and magnitudes. For example, maps are
available for planners to utilize which show the area
of deposition and flooding where the Ophir Creek flood
occurred.

2. In the early 1960's, the Water Resources Division and
the Nevada department of conservation and natural
resources entered into a cooperative agreement to
define the water resources of the state. This study
provided estimates of water availability in virtually
every hydrologic unit in the state. The Water
Resources Division reexamined the densely populated
areas where problems were occurring because of the
impact of development on the water resource.

3., The Water Resources Division has worked with the Washoe
Council of Governments in reviewing the water resources
of Lemmon Valley, Spanish Springs Valley, parts of the
Truckee Meadows and Washoe Valley.

4, In cooperation with the cities of Reno and Sparks and
Nevada's division of environmental protection, state
department of conservation and natural resources, the
Water Resources Division has a water quality model in
progress on the Truckee River. Preliminary runs with
the model have shown that at low flow (somewhere under
500 cubic feet per second) the output of the sewage
treatment plant has very little impact on Pyramid Lake.
As part of the same investigation, it was discovered
that phosphorus Toads to the Truckee River far exceed
the loads currently being introduced from the sewage
treatment plant.

5. Water resources research is often a cooperative program
funded by matching federal and state moneys. Annually,
approximately $3/4 million dollars is available for
Nevada. Increasing state funds would allow for an addi-
tional $300,000 to $400,000 of federal money to become
available to Nevada. The USGS scientific project in
Nevada would be more efficient as a result of additional
matching funds from the state. Projects are generally
prioritized by the USGS on their scientific worth and
Tocal needs.
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One specific project now underway at the Water Resources
Center of DRI is an experimental effort to capture some of
the excess water flowing from the mountains around Golden
Valley, north of Reno. 1If approved, the project will
involve a recharge of the ground water table through
reinjection of this water. If this project, and a similar
project in Hualapai Valley north of Gerlach, prove success-
ful, there may be additional hope for some of Nevada's
valleys with 1imited supplies of water.

G. LAND AND WATER PLANNING

Issue

Land use planning and zoning, among other things, must be
based upon natural resource limitations including water
availability.

Discussion

1. Regional Administrative Planning Agency of Washoe
County

a. The Regional Administrative Planning Agency

approaches planning in Washoe County on the basis
of:

(1) A countywide perspective.
(2) The planning area.

b. The Regional Administrative Planning Agency is
working with the USGS on water planning and water
resource evaluation projects in Washoe County.

c.- The Regional Administrative Planning Agency is
concerned about ground water rights in the South
Valleys planning area exceeding available water
resources and has, therefore, adopted three policies
for this area:

(1) Certificates of water rights should be used
only for development.

(2) The size of lots on the east side of Washoe
Lake must be limited to a minimum of 5 acres.

(3) Water should not be transferred out of the
basin unless the economic and social impacts
are addressed.

d. Map 3 provides detailed population and water pro-

jections for Washoe County planning areas to the
year 2002.
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Match Line MAP 3
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2. City of Sparks Planning Commission

The Sparks Planning Commission addressed the problem of
water planning for future growth when it adopted its master
plan in 1980. Sparks will again address this issue as it
updates its population plan. ,

A portion of the "Master Plan for Growth Management," which
was adopted by the City of Sparks in 1980, reads as follows:

Water is an inescapably regional issue. Residents of
all three jurisdictions in the Truckee Meadows obtain
water from the Truckee River and no single entity can
avoid the water-related consequences of poor planning
or indecision on the part of its neighbors., Whatever
Sparks may do to accommodate its growth to the water
supply situation is of Tittle value without the support
of neighboring jurisdictions. At present, most water
supply decisions are being made by Sierra Pacific Power
Company. An industrial-owned utility's interests do
not necessarily coincide with those of the public and
until there is a regional water plan for the Truckee
River basin, the long-term interests of the Truckee
Meadows residents will not be adequately protected.

Virtually all of the nonurban land included in the Sparks
Master Plan is irrigated. The primary mechanism for pro-
viding water to new development projects in Sparks is the
conversion of agricultural water rights to M and I use.

The City of Sparks adopted an ordinance which requires
developers to turn over their water rights to the city.

This device has been reasonably effective. A regional water
plan is the only solution to the water problems facing Reno,
Sparks and Washoe County. The City of Sparks urges the
completion of a regional water plan as soon as possible.

The population of Sparks, including the Spanish Springs
area, will be 80,000 to 90,000 by the year 2002, it is
estimated.

3. Douglas County Planning Commission

There are three planning development areas in Douglas
County:

a. Lake Tahoe.
b. Carson Valley.

¢c. An area located on the California and Nevada state-
1ine, near Topaz Lake,
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Douglas

County and the USGS are presently studying the

county's ground water quality and quantity in an effort to
determine the status of its water resources.

Douglas

a.

Douglas

a.

Douglas
23,000.

County has adopted the following policies:

The county's use of ground water will not exceed
its recharge.

The county does not support changing its surface

water rights from agricultural purposes to other
uses.

County:

Supports programs that would coordinate its plan-
ning activities with those of the state engineer.

B:1ieves that its agricultural areas are important
to its character and opposes the conversion of this
land to other uses. :

Anticipates its study with the USGS to conclude
that excess water exists in the county.

Is concerned about the effect its lack of control
over parcel mapping has on the ground water
resource. State law concerning parcel mapping is
believed to be too lenient.

Supports interbasin transfers of water which are
properly planned and controlled.

County currently has a population of approximately
By the year 2000, this figure is projected to reach

45,000 to 50,000.

4, Carson City Community Development and Planning
Department :

a.

Master Plan.

The board of supervisors, at its meeting of
August 18, 1983, adopted a completely revised
comprehensive master plan for Carson City. This
document is based on the following information:

(1) Population projection for the year 2000 is
55,000 to 60,000 (3 percent per year growth
rate).

(2) Carson City will expand necessary public ser-
vices to accommodate the projected growth rate.
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(3) The master plan must be reviewed and updated
annually.

b. Zoning.

Present zoning ordinance provides various land use
categories to adequately accommodate present devel-
opment needs in the city. The land area within each
category is monitored to ensure the availability of
appropriate areas for desired expansion.

c. Water plan.

In 1980, the board of supervisors adopted a compre-
hensive water plan to acquire, develop and deliver
water, and to provide waste water treatment and
disposal for the master plan's projected population.

H. NORTH VALLEY AREA

Issue

The water basins and valleys north of Reno, commonly
referred to as the North Valley area, are facing a crucial
shortage of water in many locations.

Discussion

It was pointed out that existing wells are failing in places
and approved subdivision Tots exceed available supplies of
water in some areas. Some persons believe that the only
solution to the water problems in the North Valley area is
the development of a large entity or authority which could
provide necessary water. Others have advocated experimental
projects to recharge ground water levels.

Roland D. Westergard, director of Nevada's department of
conservation and natural resources, in a letter to
Assemblyman Charles G. Bourne, dated April 4, 1984, pre-
sented his views regarding the provision of additional water
in the North Valley area. In that letter he states:

Ground water resources in the "North Valley area" are
for all practical purposes fully appropriated and com-
mitted. It has been necessary to deny requests for
additional appropriations because of this commitment
and because of the necessity of protecting existing
rights and the public interest. The only exceptions to
denial of applications have been a relatively few
instances where small requests were granted when the
proposed appropriation and use could be considered a
preferred use under criteria set forth in the statutes.
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Similarly, limited surface water sources within this

area are also fully appropriated for all practical
purposes.

There have been discussions in the past about
increasing diversions to this area from the Truckee
River Stream system. Water supplies and water rights
on the Truckee River Stream system have been and con-
tinue to be the subject of extensive litigation. I
think it is very doubtful that efforts to increase
appropriations from the Truckee River for this area
would be successful or, in fact, allowed.

If water purveyors or entities are successful in -~
acquiring a portion of the yield of Stampede Reservoir,
perhaps consideration could be given to use of such
water in the North Valley area. Demands for that
1imited water supply for use in the Truckee River basin
would necessarily be considered. I think there may

also be legal ramifications to conveyance of that water
outside of said basin.

Several years ago there were extensive considerations
and efforts to augment the water supply for Pyramid
Lake. In the course of these investigations it was
determined that supplies that may potentially be
available for import from other areas were extremely
Timited and any such endeavor would be extremely
costly. The results of that investigation would apply
to the concept of importing water to the North Valley
areas.

Your letter refers to parcels "which are already
subdivided." As you are aware, there is an exemption
in the statutes to the permit processes for drilling
wells for domestic purposes where water is not avail-
able from the entity or public district engaged in
providing water service. However, because of limita-
tions on supply discussed above, individual domestic
wells may not provide a long-term adequate water supply
for individual 1iving units,

I think it is necessary to be candid and recognize
water supply limitations in the North Valley area.

In this respect, I do not anticipate additional water
supplies from any source being made available for
significant development in that area in the foreseeable
future.

I. WASHOE LAKE

Issue

If a comprehensive dredging program were undertaken at
Washoe Lake, certain aspects of that lake may be enhanced,
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including additional water storage, increased recreational
usage and possible commercial development. -

Discussion

Two dredging projects in other bodies of water were
discussed to determine the feasibility of a similar project
at Washoe Lake. These other projects are Mission Bay, in
San Diego, California, and Lake Herman, South Dakota.

In regard to the Mission Bay project, the following items
were discussed:

a. This project was initiated in 1945,

b. Federal, state and public funds provided the
necessary financial support.

c. It includes permanent recreation areas and land is
leased for amusement areas, hotels and marinas.

d. During the first 10 years it was expensive for the
City of San Diego to operate, but it is now a
"moneymakerf for the city.

e. Twenty-five percent of the area may be leased for
commercial purposes. In 1983, 21 percent of the
area had been leased commercially, producing
revenues of approximately $6 million.

For Lake Herman, South Dakota, the dredging -project was
partially designed to enhance recreation at the state park
located on this shallow lake, which is gradually being
filled with sediments. Local funds are being used to
finance the project in an effort to improve the quality of
the boating, fishing and recreational activities of the
area.

Possible benefits of a dredging project at Washoe Lake could
include the following:

a. Improved wildlife habitat at the Scripps wildlife
area because of more constant lake levels.

b. Reduced flooding problems and increased water
storage in the Washoe Valley area.

¢. Increased water flow from Steamboat Creek to the
lower Truckee River which should be positive to the
Pyramid Lake Indians.

d. Increased potential for a commercial recreational

area and tourism. Enhanced quality of the beaches,
boating, fishing and overall management.
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J. ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS

Issue

Alternative solutions to the domestic and waste water issues
in western Nevada need to be identified.

Discussion

In addition to some of the other topics discussed in this
report, Nevada's state engineer presented another alter-
native for consideration. He stated that several years ago
the water planning division of the Nevada department of
conservation and natural resources prepared a supply report
on the Truckee River area. The report recommends the
possibility of transferring water from the Newlands project
for M and T purposes in the future. This alternative would
involve legal problems because the water right was created
to support the Newlands irrigation project and may not be
available for other uses.

IV. FINAL ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

After five public meetings, the subcommittee identified
11 issues for final action at its concluding public work
session. These issues are described in the following
section along with the final recommendations of the
subcommi ttee.

A. ISSUE NO. 1 - JURISDICTION OF WATER AUTHORITY

At its meeting of April 6, 1984, the subcommittee recom-
mended that a bill be drafted and approved at the next
session of the legislature to remove certain areas from
within the prescribed boundaries of the Washoe County
Metropolitan Water Authority if those areas could not be
served by the authority. It was later determined by
Nevada's legislative counsel, that such a change in the
statute is unnecessary because the authority currently lacks
the power to tax or assess these areas.

Recommendation

Based on the determination of the legislative counsel, the
subcommi ttee has no official recommendation on this issue.

B. ISSUE NO. 2 - WATER CONSERVATION

Nevada is regarded by climatologists as the driest state in
the Nation. HWater conservation must be encouraged and
enforced at all levels of government if the availability of
water is to keep pace with the population growth.
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The State of Nevada has required the installation of water-
saving showerheads (not to exceed 4 gallons per minute) in
all new hotels, motels, apartments and dwellings since

July 1, 1978, (NRS 445.017). The State of Florida adopted a
law in 1982 which requires any new building in that state
constructed after September 1, 1983, to employ water-saving
toilets, showerheads and faucets (section 533.14 of Florida
Statutes). The State of California has adopted similar pro-
visions pertaining to showerheads and faucets (section
T20-1525 of Title 24 of the California Administrative Code).

Recommendation

The subcommittee recommends that a bill be drafted and

approved at the next session of the legislature to require
the installation of indoor water-saving faucets in all new
buildings constructed after January 1, 1986. (BDR 40-140)

C. ISSUE NO. 3 - RESTRICTION ON STATE ENGINEER

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 45 of the 62nd legislative
session, among other things, specifies that:

* * *the state engineer shall not act on an application
to divert water from a county having a population of more
than 13,000 to a county having a population of 250,000
or less until:

1, The county from which the water would be exported
has completed any study it is conducting of the supply
and management of water in the county; and

2. The legislative commission has completed its
study conducted pursuant to this resolution, its report
has been submitted to the legislature, and the 63rd
session of the legislature has adjourned, * * *

Nevada's Tegislative counsel has stated that this restric-
tion on the state engineer will remain in effect after the
63rd legislative session has adjourned unless each of the
stiputlations contained therein has been met. If one assumes
that counties having populations within the prescribed
limits will be studying water supply and management issues
for some time to come, the state engineer could legally be
precluded from acting upon intercounty diversions of water
for many years.

Recommendation

The subcommittee recommends that a bill be drafted and
approved at the next session of the legislature to amend the
resolution by deleting the word "and" which separates sub-
sections 1 and 2 in Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 45 as
cited before, and insert the word “"or." (BDR 144) :
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D. ISSUE NO. 4 - INTERCOUNTY TRANSFERS OF WATER

A recommendation has been presented to the subcommittee by
George Campbell of the Washoe County District Attorney's
0ffice (Appendix H). This recommendation proposes to amend
chapter 533 of Nevada Revised Statutes to require the state
engineer to refer all applications for intercounty diver-
sions of water, which he has determined he will approve, to -
the county from which the water is to be diverted. The
county has up to 4 years to make a report back to the state
engineer regarding the acceptability of the diversion. 1If
the county opposes the diversion for specific reasons, the
state engineer must deny the diversion.

The net effect of this proposed legislation would be to give
the counties the power to veto decisions of the state
engineer which pertain to intercounty diversions of water.

Recommendation

The subcommittee has no official recommendation on this
issue. g

E. ISSUE NO. 5 - WATER RESOURCES RESEARCH

The state engineer collects a variety of fees authorized by
Nevada Revised Statutes 533.435, "Fees of state engineer."
These fees are charged to help pay for the processing of
permits to appropriate water, permits to construct dams or
generate hydroelectric power, the filing of proofs or pro-
tests, requests for extensions of time and related matters.
Fees collected in 1981 through 1982 amounted to $236,051.39,
while in 1982 through 1983 the fees were $255,468.63. These
fees are all deposited into the state general fund.

Research of the water resources in Nevada will become more
and more important in the future to meet the needs of a
growing population. Entities such as the Water Resources
Division of the United States Geological Survey and the
water resources center of the desert research institute are
actively involved in research projects for Nevada. However,
these research efforts are limited by available funding.

For example, the USGS has several hundred thousand dollars
available for Nevada each year under its "Co-op Program,"
but this money must be matched by state or local entities on
a 50-50 basis. Because state and local matching money is
usually far less than available federal money, the state and
its local governments are not taking full advantage of this
federal program., If Nevada were to establish a permanent
fund to be used specifically for research, the state would
be in a much better position to address adequately the
issues of future growth and development,
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Recommendation

The subcommittee recommends that a bill be drafted and
approved at the next session of the legislature to establish
a permanent fund or account for water resources research,
and all of the fees, with one exception, collected on an
annual basis by the state engineer should go into that
account or fund. The exception is that up to $25,000 must
be used by the state engineer, after obtaining matching
money from the Federal Government, to microfilm the records
of water rights maintained in his office. (BDR 48-141)

F. ISSUE NO. 6 - DREDGING OF WASHOE LAKE

The subcommittee discussed Washoe Lake and the issues
involving that lake at several meetings. One issue involves
the possible dredging of that lake to provide additional
water storage capacity and flood control, improve wildiife
habitats, and enhance recreational opportunities.

Recommendation

The subcommittee has no official recommendation on this
issue.

G. ISSUE NO. 7 - COMPOSITION OF WATER AUTHORITY BOARD

The board of directors of the Washoe County Metropolitan
Water Authority is currently made up of nine members: four
members of the Reno City Council, plus one representative of
the general public designated by the four Reno councilmen;
two members of the Washoe County Board of County Commis-
sioners; and two members of the Sparks City Council. The
composition of the board of directors is currently based on
population and assessed property values in each of the three
jurisdictions. However, some people believe that represen-
tation on the board should be shared more equally .among
Reno, Sparks and Washoe County. For example, some persons
have advocated that these jurisdictions each have three
members on the nine-person board.

Recommendation

Amend chapter 487 of the Statutes of Nevada, 1983, by pro-
viding that a two-thirds vote of the full membership of the
board of directors of the Washoe County Metropolitan Water
Authority be required for all official actions of that body.
(BDR S-143)

H. ISSUE NO. 8 - WATERMETERS IN RENQ AND SPARKS

Residents of the cities of Reno and Sparks are not currently
on a system of residential watermeters, MNevada Revised
Statutes 704.230, "Installaion, use of watermeters,
(Appendix D) provides an exemption for Reno and Sparks.
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It was pointed out to the subcommittee by several expert
witnesses that residential water consumption and waste in
Reno and Sparks is higher on a per capita basis than in
other similar urban areas. Residential water customers in
Reno and Sparks now pay a flat rate for water, regardless of
the actual amount of water used.

It was also pointed out to the subcommittee that the Pyramid
Lake Pajute Indian Tribe has continually insisted on additional
water conservation measures in the Truckee Meadows as part

of the settlement of Indian law suits pertaining to the
Truckee River system. Watermeters have specifically been

cited as one acceptable form of water conservation.

On the other hand, it was pointed out to the subcommittee
that the installation of residential watermeters in the
cities of Reno and Sparks, unless subsidized in some manner,
would cost residents the following:

Cost to Install Each

Number of Residential Customers Water Meter Facility

3,983 $ 84
582 115
164 232
452 329
30,487 427
4,130 476
310 769
385 920

230 Between $6,300 and
$12,600

Recommendation

Amend Nevada Revised Statutes 704.230 by providing that in
cities and towns containing more than 7,500 people, but less
than 250,000 people, the local governing body may not
require the installation of watermeters or similar mechani-
cal devices unless approved by a vote of the public.

(BDR 58-142)

I. ISSUE NO. 9 - LEVEL OF WASHOE LAKE

The Tevel of Washoe Lake varies widely from year to year.
The lake has completely dried up at times since 1900 while
at other times, as in 1983, the Take was completely full.
The problem involves several low-lying residential proper-
ties around the lake. When the lake is full behind the
existing dam and gates, flooding, high water tables and
related problems affect these Tow-lying properties. It is
felt by many that the establishment of a legal high water

28



level at Washoe Lake would help authorities keep the lake at
more consistent levels, particularly during periods of high
water,

Recommendations

At its meeting of April 6, 1984, the subcommittee approved
the following recommendations:

1. The staff of the research division of the legislative
counsel bureau is directed to identify and prepare a
list of those persons who own land located around the
edges of Washoe Lake.

2. The staff of the research division is also directed to
identify and prepare a 1ist of those persons and enti-
ties who may be affected by the establishment of an
official high water level, including the Federal Water
Master for the Truckee and Carson Rivers, state agen-
cies, ditch companies and homeowners' associations.

3. Upon approval of the final report of the subcommittee
by the legislative commission, the chairman of the sub-
committee is directed to send letters to the persons on
the 1ist prepared by legislative staff. The letters
are to suggest that meetings be held to determine the
feasibility of reinitiating the legal proceeding of the
Federal Water Master to establish an official high
water level for Washoe Lake. The letters to the state
agencies (e.g., transportation, wildlife and parks)
should strongly emphasize mutual cooperation and
establishment of a unified position by the state.

4, 1If the affected landowners, agencies and other entities
are able to agree on the jissue of an official high
water level for Washoe Lake, the subcommittee requests
that the Federal Water Master then reinitiate legal
proceedings to establish this level,

J. ISSUE NO. 10 - WATER STORAGE

If adequate amounts of water are to be provided in the
future to the Truckee Meadows and other portions of western
Nevada, additional water storage facilities may be required.

For example, the Truckee River and its tributaries may have
some additional potential for water storage, The Carson
River possesses greater untapped potential for water storage
than the Truckee River, and projects such as the Watasheamu
are currently under study.

Recommendation

The legislature and other entities in Nevada are urged to
continue or initiate studies regarding additional facilities
for the storage of water,
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K. ISSUE NO. 11 - DIRECTIQN TO STATE ENGINEER

The transfer of water from one water basin to another, or
from one county to another, may frustrate the planning
efforts of local governments.

Regional planning efforts among various units of local
government in western Nevada have been undertaken in the
past, and may be needed in the future as water planning
becomes more of a regional issue. Regional agreement on
issues involving the allocation of water resources is of
great assistance to the state engineer as he considers
applications for the transfer of water across county lines.

Recommendation

The state engineer is urged to be prudent in his review and

possible approval of interbasin transfers of water within
and between counties. )

L. ISSUE NO. 12 - REVIEW OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION

It is expected that proposed legislation will be submitted
to the 1985 legislature by the board of directors of the
Washoe County Metropolitan Water Authority. Members of the
legislature's subcommittee studying regional water authori-
ties and other water issues were not aware of the content
of such legislative proposals at the time this report was
prepared.

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 45 of the 1983 session
states that, among other things, the legislative commission
is- responsible to study the feasibility of creating,
governing and financing a regional water authority and
report its findings to the 63rd legislative session. The
responsibility to perform this study was delegated to a
subcommittee of the legislative commission. It is believed
that the subcommittee should continue its oversight of all
legislation affecting the water authority which may be
proposed by other entities prior to the 1985 session.

Recommendation

It is respectfully requested that all proposed legislation per-
taining to the Washoe County Metropolitan Water Authority be sub-
mitted to members of the legislature's subcommittee studying
regional water authorities and other water issues for review
prior to the 1985 legislative session. This will enable better
coordination of such legislation,
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Senate Bill No. 417—Senators Wilson, Raggio, Mello, Wagner, Townsend, Glaser
and Glover

' CHAPTERASI...

AN AC’I_‘ designated as the Washoe County Metropolitan Water Authority Law;
relating to the use of water for domestic, commercial and industrial purposes;
creating the Washoe County Metropolitan Water Authority; defining the
boundaries of its jurisdiction; providing for its governing body, officers and
employes; empowering the authority to plan for the use of water resources, .
study its future functions and prepare and recommend legislation concerning

l:c future of the authority; and providing other matters properly relating
thereto.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN SENATE
AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: )

Section 1. This act may be cited as the Washoe County Metro-
politan Water Authority Law. N

Sec. 2. The legislature hereby determines, finds and declares:

1. All property to be acquired by the district hereunder must be .
owned, operated, administered and maintained for and on behalf of all
of the people of the district. .

2. The creation of the district hereby promotes the health, comfort,
safety, convenience and welfare of all the people of the state, and will
be of special benefit to the inhabitants of the district and the property
therein.

3. The provision in this act of the purposes, powers, duties, privi-
leges, immunities, rights, liabilities and disabilities concerning the dis-
trict will serve a public purpose. ’

4. The district created hereby is a political subdivision of the state,
and a quasi-municipal corporation with the powers herein provided.

5. Any notice provided for herein for any purpose is reasonably
calculated to inform each person of interest in any proceedings hereun-
der which may directly and adversely affect his legally protected inter-
ests, if any,

6. The necessity for this act results from:

(a) The large population growth in the urban area hereby included
within the district, constituting a major portion of the state’s popula-
tion;

(b) The numerous capital improvements and large amount of
improved real property situated within such urban area;

{c) The arid or semiarid nature of the urban area, the scarcity of
water therein, the necessity of the development of a larger water supply
for the urban area and of a larger regional system for the acquisition
and transmission of water supplies to the urban area;

~ (d) The division of the urban area into large areas of incorporated
areas and unincorporated areas; )

(¢) The fragmentation and proliferation of powers, rights, privileges
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and duties pertaining to water supply within the urban area among a
substantial number of public bodies, corporations and other persons;

(f) The resultant problems in water supply require extensive manage-
ment and planning of the use of the water supplies existing within the
district and require that appropriated water used in the district and
unappropriated water found within the district must remain in the dis-
trict unless its export is approved by the board as part of a compre-
hensive plan; and

(2) The close interrelationship between the allocation and distribution
of surface and subsurface water for domestic, commercial and indus-
trial use.

7. A general law cannot be made applicable to the district, and to
properties, powers, duties, privileges, immunities, rights, liabilities and
disabilities pertaining thereto as herein provided, because of the num-
ber of atypical factors and special conditions concerning them. -

8. The powers, privileges and rights herein granted and the duties,
immunities, liabilities and disabilities herein provided comply in all
respects with any requirement or limitation imposed by any constitu-
tional provision.

9. For the accomplishment of the purposes provided in this section
the provisions of this act must be broadly construed.

Sec. 3. The Washoe County Metropolitan Water Authority is
hereby created as a body politic and corporate.

Sec. 4. As used in this act, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. ‘‘Authority’’ means the Washoe County Metropolitan Water
Authority.

2. *“‘Board’ means the board of directors of the authority. )
Sec. 5. The boundaries of the jurisdiction of the authority are the
boundaries of Washoe County except that the jurisdiction of the

authority does not extend to the part of the county which is:

1. In the drainage area naturally tributary to Lake Tahoe, includ-
ing that lake; or

2. North of the Sth standard parallel, which is the north line of
Township 25 North, M.D.B. & M.

Sec. 6. 1. The authority is governed by a board of directors
consisting of:

(a) Four members of the Reno city council, designated by that coun-
cil.

{b) Two members of the board of county commissioners of Washoe
County, designated by that board.

(c) Two members of the Sparks city council, designated by that
council.

(d) One member who is a representative of the general public to be
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designated by the members of the board representing the Reno city
council,

2. The members of the board shall elect a chairman from among
themselves.

3. The board shall meet at the call of the chairman and as fre-
quently as the board deems necessary.

4. No meeting of the board may commence or continue unless a
quorum of at least a majority of the members of the board is present.
A majority vote of the quorum present is required 1o take action with
respect to any matter.

5. Members of the board serve without compensation, except that
they are entitled to reasonable travel expenses and the subsistence
allowance provided for county officers and employees for attendance
at meetings and conduct of other business of the authority.

6. The board may adopt a seal and alter it at its pleasure.

Sec. 7. The county clerk, treasurer, auditor and comptroller of
Washoe County shall serve the authority in the same capacity as they
serve the county government.

Sec. 8. 1. No director, officer, employee or agent of the author-
ity may be interested in any contract or transaction with the authority
except in his official capacity or as is provided in his contract of
employment with the authority.

2. The holding of any office or employment in any other public
body of the state or of its political subdivisions or the owning of any
property within the state, whether within or without the boundaries of
the authority, is not a disqualification for membership on the board or
employment by the authority or for compensation for services as a
director, officer, employee or agent of the authority.

Sec. 9. The board may:

1. Fix the location of the principal place of business of the author-
ity.

2. Appoint a general manager of the authority.

3. Delegate and redelegate to officers of the authority the power to
employ necessary executives, clerical workers, engineering assistants
and laborers, and retain legal, accounting or engineering services, sub-
ject to such conditions and restrictions as may be imposed by the
board.

4, Prescribe the powers, duties, compensation. and benefits of all
officers and employees of the authority.

5. Require such bonds as are necessary to protect the funds and
other property of the authority.

Sec. 10. 1. The authority is exempt from regulation by the public
service commission of Nevada.

2. The provisions of this act do not:
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(a) Affect the jurisdiction of the public service commission over
existing public utilities within the boundaries of the authority.

{b) Change the legal existence of or impair the powers of any general
improvement district, or public utility within the boundaries of the
authority.

Sec. 11. The authority may: .

1. Sue and be sued in its own name in any court of competent
jurisdiction..

2. Borrow or accept grants of money.

3. Adopt such bylaws as are necessary for the exercise of the pow-
ers and conduct of the affairs of the authority.

4. Perform all acts reasonably implied from and necessary for the
full exercise of all the powers of the authority.

5.  Enter into contracts, including cooperative agreements under
chapter 277 of NRS.

6. Employ and fix the compensation of its staff and professional
advisors. : :

7. Plan for the present and future use of water resources within the
jurisdiction or at the disposal of the authority, and prepare and recom-
mend legislation concerning the authority.

Sec. 12. This act shall become effective upon passage and
approval.

19 e 83
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STATUTES OF NEVADA 1947

FORTY-THIRD SESSION

[Semnte Bill No. 533—Committee on Finnncel

CHapr. 166-—:An Act making an eppropriation for equipment

Jor the division of laboratories of the state department of
health and other needs therefor,

[Approved March 27. 19471

.Thc Psople of the State of Nevada, represented in Senate and

.Y

Assembly, do enact as follows:

" SectioN 1. There is hereby appropriated out of any Appmprn.
funds in the state treasury of the State of Nevada, not other-
wise specially set aside, the sum of five thousand dollars for
the purchase of necessary scientific and technical equipment
and applinnces for the division of laboratories of the state
depnrtment of health.

Sec. 2. This act shall be in full force and effect from angd In effect
l.ﬂ.er ity passage and approval,

[Senate Bill No. 63—Senator Baker]

CB.\P 167—A4An Act to create a water district in the Las

Vegas valley, Clark County, Nevada; to provide for the
procurcment storage, distribution and sale of water and
rghts in the uss thereof from Lake Mead for industrial,
wrrigation, municipal, and domestic uses; to provide for
the conservation of the ground water resources of the Las
Vegas valley, and to create authority to purchase. acquire,

" and construct the necessary works to carry out the provi-

ey

sions of this act; to authorize a tax levy for the payment of
obligations during the organizational period, and to pro-

"vide for ths issuance of district bonds to be paid solely

from the operating revenues of such district.

[Approved March 27, 1947]

“e People of the State of Nevada, represented in Senate and

Assembly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. A water distriet may be created in the Las wacer

egas valley, as hereinafter provxded for, for the following

o Jects amd purposes:

1. To have perpetual succession.

tioa for
equipment

<

2. To sue and be sued in the name of said district in all Powersof
Actions and proceedings in all courts and tribunals of com-
?etent Jjurisdiction.

3. To adopt a seal and alter it at pleasure.

: % To take by grant, purchase, gift, devise, or lease, or
Otherwise, and to hold, use, emjoy, “and to lease or dispose
° » real or personal property of every kind within or without
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the district necessary or convenient to the full exercise of its
power. .

5. To acquire, by purchase, lease, construction, or other-
wise, or contract to acquire. lands. rights of way. easements,
privileges, and property of every kind, whether real or per.
sonal, and to construet. maintain. and operate any and all
works or improvements within or without the district neces-
sary or proper to carry out any of the objects or purposes of
this act, and to complete. extend. add to, repair, or otherwise
improve any works or improvements or property aequired
by it as authorized by this aet.

6. To store water in surface or undercsround reservoirs
within the distriet for the common benefit of the distriet: to
conserve and reclaim water for present and future use within
the district; to appropriate and acquire water and water
rights, and import water into the district, and to conserve
same within the distriet, for any useful purpose to the dis-
triet; to commence. maintain. intervene in, and compromise
in the name of the distriet, or otherwise. and to assume the
costs and expenses of, any action or proceeding involving or
affecting the ownership or use of waters or water rights
within the distriet used or useful for any purpose of the dis-
triet or of common benefit to any land situated therein, or
involving the wasteful use of water therein; to commence,
maintain, intervene in, defend, and ecompromise, and to
assume the cost and expenses of, any and all actions and
proceedings now or hereafter begun; to prevent interfer-
ence with or diminution of ; to prevent contamination, pol-
lution or otherwise rendering unfit for beneficial use of the
surface or subsurface water used in said distriet, and to
commence. maintain. and defend actions and proceedings to
prevent any such interference with the aforesaid waters as
may endanger or damage the inhabitants, lands, or use of
water in the district.

7. To have and exereise in the State of Nevada the right of
eminent domain, either within or without said distriet, and
in the manner provided by law for the condemnation of
private property for public use, to take any property neces-
sary to carry out any of the objects or purposes of this aet,
whether such property be alrcudy devoted to the same use
by any district or other public corpuration or agemey or
otherwise, and to condemn any existing works or improve-
ments in said distriet now or hereafter used. The power
of eminent domain vested in the board of directors of said
distriet shall include the power to condemn, in the name
of the district, either the fee simple or any lesser estate or
interest in any real property which said board by resolution
shall determine is necessary for carrying out the purposes of
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this act. Such resolution shall be prima-facie evidence that
f.he taking of the fee simple or eascinent, as the case may be,
is necessary,

8. To enter upon any land, to make surveys and locate
the necessary works of improvement and the lines for chan-
nels, conduits, canals, pipelines, roadways, and other rights
of way; to acquire by purchase, lease, contract, condemna-
tion, gift, or other legal means. all lands and water and
water rights and other property necessary or convenient for
the construction, use, supply, maintenance, repair, and
improvement of said works, including works constructed and
being constructed by private owners, lands for reservoirs
for storage of necessary water, and all necessary appurte-
naneces, and also where necessary or convenient to said end,
and for said purposes and uses, to acquire and hold the stock
of corporations, domestic or foreign, owning water or water
rights, canals, waterworks, franchises, concessions. or rights;
to enter into and do any acts necessary or proper for the
performance of any agreement with the United States, or
any state, county, district of any kind, public or private
corporation, association, firm or individual, or any number
of them, for the joint acquisition, construction. leasing, own-
ership, disposition, use, management., maintenance. repair,
or operation of any rights, works, or other property of a
kind which might be lawfully acquired or owned by said
water district; to acquire the right to store water in any
reservoirs, or to carry water through any canal, ditch or
conduit not owned or controlled by the district; to grant to
any owner or lessee the right to the use of any water or right
to store such water in any reservoir of the district, or to
carry such water through any tunnel, canal, ditch. or conduit
of the distriet; to enter into and do any acts necessary or
proper for the performance of any agreement with any dis.
trict of any kind, public or private corporation, association,
firm or individual, or 'any number of them, for the transfer
or delivery to any such district, corporation, association,
firm, or individual of any water right or water pumped,
stored, appropriated, or otherwise acquired or secured for
the use of the said district, or for the purpose of exchanging
the same for other water, water right, or water supply in
exchange for water, water right, or water supply to be deliv-
ered to said district by the other party to said agrecment;
to cooperate with, and to act in conjunction with, the State
of Nevada, or any of its engineers, officers, boards, commis-
sions, departments, or agencies, or with the government of
the United States, or any of its engineers, officers, boards,
commissions, departments, or agencies, or with any public
or private corporation, in the construction of any work for
the importation and distribution of water of said district, or

49

[+
(1]
[37]

-

To rnter
upon land ;
make sur-
voya: acquire
rights, ete,



556

To make
technical
Investigh~
tions

Indebted-
ness, bonds

Taxer levied

Import water

Contracts

To supply
water

Proposal for
dustrice ;

petiuon

LAWS OF NEVADA

for the protection of life or property therein, or for the pur-
pose of conserving said waters for beneficial use within said
district, or in any other works, acts, or purposes provided
for herein, and to adopt and carry out any definite plan
or system of work for any such purpose.

9. To carry on technical and other investigations of all
kinds. make measurements, collect data, and make analyses,
studies. and inspections pertaining to water supply, water
rights. control of floods and use of water, both within and
without said distriet, and for this purpose said district shall
have the right of access through its authorized representative
to all lands and premises within said distriet.

10. To incur indebtedness and to issue bonds in the man.
ner herein provided.

11. To cause taxes to be levied and collected for the pur-
pose of paying any obligation of the district during its
organizational stage, including necessary engineering costs
and further to assist in the operational expenses of said dis-
trict until such taxes are no longer required therefor.

12. To supplement the ground water resources of Laa
Vegas valley by the importation and use of the waters of
Lake Mead. under the Nevada allocation, for industrial, irri-
gation. municipal, and domestic uses.

13. To make contracts, and to employ labor, and to do all
acts necessary for the full exercise of all powers vested in
said distriet, or any of the officers thereof, by this act.

14. To supply water under contract, agreement, or in other
legal manner to the United States of America, or any depart-
ment thereof, the State of Nevada, Clark County, and any
city, town, corporation, individual, association, or partner-
ship situated within Clark County, Nevada. for an appro-
priate charge, consideration, or exchange made therefor,
when such supply is available or can be developed as an
incident of or in connection with the primary functions and
operations of the district.

Sec.2. A proposal for the establishment of the Las Vegas
valley water district may be instituted by a petition signed
by at least five percent of the owners of real property within
the proposed distriet as evidenced by the county assessor’s
tax roll. The petition shall indicate the purposes. bound-
aries, divisions, and other pertinent information. and pray
that the district be organized under the provisions of this
act. Such petition shall first be presented to the board of
county commissioners of Clark County, accompanied with a
good and sufficient bond. to be approved by the said board
of county commissioners in double the amount of the prob-
able cost of organizing such distriet. conditioned that the
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bondsmen will pay all said costs in case said organization
shall not be affected.

. Notice of intention to present such petition shall be pub-
lished for at least two weeks before the time the same is
to be presented, in some newspaper printed and published in
Las Vegas, Clark County, Nevade.

Sec.3. When such petition is presented. and it shall
appear that the notice of the presentation of said petition
has been given and that said petition has been signed by the
requisite number of petitioners as required by this act, the
commissioners shall hold a hearing on said petition, and may
adjourn such hearing from time to time not exceeding three
weeks in all. In the hearing of any such petition the board
of county commissioners shall disregard any informalities
therein, and in case it deny the same or dismiss it for any
reasons on account of the provisions of this act not having
been complied with, which are the only reasons upon which it
shall have the right to refuse or dismiss the same, it shall
state it reasons in writing therefor in detail. which shall
be entered upon its records, and in case the reasons are not
well founded, a writ of mandamus shall, upon proper appli-
cation therefor, issue out of the district court of the county
compelling it to act in compliance with this act, which writ
shall be heard within twenty days from the date of issuance,
such time to be exclhuded from the time given the county

on
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denied. when

commissioners to act upon the petition. Upon the completion Order grant-

of the hearing the county commissioners shall forthwith make
an order denying or granting the prayer of said petition,
and if the same is granted shall, in said order, define and
establish the boundaries and designate the name of such
proposed distriet and divide the same into seven divisions,
as prescribed in the petition, as nearly equal in size as may
be practicable. Thereupon the said commissioners shall by
farther order duly entered upon their record call an election
of the qualified electors of saidl proposed distriet to determine
whether such district shall be organized under the pro-
visions of this act, and by such order shall submit the
names of one or more persous from each of the divisions of
said distriet to be voted for as directors of the district. One
director shall be elected from each division by the qualified
electors of the water distriet and shall be a qualified elector
and property owner of the division from which he is elected.
Each division shall constitute an election precinct for the
purposes of this aet; provided, that after the organization
of the district the directors may divide a division into two
or more precincts and fix the polling places therein; and
provided further, that the directors, by affirmative vote of all
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of their number or of all of their number save one, may
reduce the number of election precinets to one or more within
the distriet, establish the boundaries thereof, and fix the
polling place or places therein. The board of county com-
missioners shall give notice of such election, which shall be
published for two weeks prior to such election in a news-
paper within the county where the petition is filed. Such
notice shall require the electors to cast ballots which shall
contain the words “Water Distriet—Yes,” or>*“Water Dis-
trict—No,”” or words eyuivalent thereto, and the names of
persons to be voted for as directors. For the purpose of this
election the board shall establish a polling place in each elec-
tion precinct aforesaid, and shall also appoint three qualified
electors to act as inspectors of election in each election pre-
cinet, and also appoint for euch precinct two clerks of elee-
tion. The record of the board of county commissioners of
the proceedings hud and taken by it under the provisions
of this act shall be, in the absence of fraud, conclusive -
evidence of the matters and things therein recited.

Sec. 4. Except as in this act otherwise provided, all such
elections shall be conducted as near as may be practicable in
accordance with the pgeneral election laws of this state,
including the right to vote by absent voter’s ballot. The
board of county commissioners shall meet on the second
Monday sueceeding such eleetion and proceed to canvass the
votes cast thereat, and if upon such canvass it appears that
a majority of the electors voted *“Water District—Yes” the
board, by an order entered upon its minutes, shall declare
such territory duly organized as a water district under the
pame and style theretofore designated. and shall declare the
persons receiving, respectively. the highest number of votes
for directors to be duly eleeted, and shall cause a copy of
such order and a plat of said district, each duly certified by
the clerk of the board of county commissioners, to be imme.
diately filed for reeord in the office of the county recorder of
Clark County, and certified copies thereof shall also be
filed with the ecounty eclerk of Clark County, and therenfter
the organization of the district shall be complete.

Sec. 5. The regular elections of such water district shall
be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in April
of the second ealendar yvear after the completion of the organ-
ization thercof, and on the same day biennially thercafter,
biennially after the first reculnr election therein. The dirce-
tors elected at the vrranization eleetion shall be selected by lot
so that three directors shall hold office until their successors
are elected at the next regular clection and qualify, and four
directors shall hold office until their successors are elected at
the second rerrular elivtion after organization and qualify. and
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ut the regular election biennially thereafter directors shall be
elected, to replace the directors whose terms expire, for
terms of four years, or until their successors are elected
and qualify. Directors so elected shall have the qualifica-
tions prescribed in this act for directors elected at the time
of organization. Nominations for the office of directors shall
be made by filing a declaration with the secretary within
Hfty days before the date of election and not later than
twenty days before such election. Candidates shall pay
twenty-five dollars filing fee with such declaration. In the
event there shall be no contests for office, and no matters or
propositions to be voted upon at any such election, then
such election shall not be held, and the duly qualified candi-
dates shall be deemed elected as of the date said election
would otherwise have been beld, and the board of directors
must declare on it3 records said candidates to have been
elected.

SEc. 6. Not less than fifteen nor more than twenty days
before any election held under this act subsequent to the
organization of the district, the secretary shall cause notice
specifying the polling places and time of holding the election
to be posted in three public places in each election precinet
amd in the office of the board of directors. Prior to the time
for posting the notice the board of directors shall appoint
three qualified electors to act as inspectors of election in
eah election precinet, and shall also appoint two clerks of
election for each precinet. If the board of directors fail to
appoint a board of -election or the members appointed do not
attend the opening of the polls on the morning of election, the
electors of the precinet present at that hour may appoint
the board or supply the place of absent members thereof.
The board of directors shall, in its order appointing the
board of election, designate the hour and the place in each
_ precinet where the election shall be held. The secretary

shall be ex officio district registrar of the district, and may,

at lenst four weeks before any election, appoint a deputy
vegistrar in each election precinet, whose duty it shall be to
register all electors within his precinet applying for regis-
teation. and for this purpose he or she shall have authority
to demand of the elector all information, and to administer
all onths required by this aet. Such registrar and deputy
registrars shall be governed in the performance of their
duties by the general election laws of this state as far as they
. are applicable, and shall be at their places of registration
to receive applications for rezistration from 9 o’clock a. m.
uutil 9 o'clock p. m. on each of three Wednesdays next
preceding the date of election. The registrars shall require
registrants to take the Pollowing ocath in substance: "I am,
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or have declared my intention to become, a citizen of the
United States, am over the age of twenty-one years, and am,
or properly represent, under the law in pursuance of which
this election is to be held, the bona fide holder of title or
evidence of title of real property within the boundaries of
the Las Vegas valley water district, and such holding is for
all purposes and not simply for this election or matters con-
nected therewith.”

The president or vice president of a qualified corporation
may register in its behalf, or any other person may register
on behalf of such corporation upon being duly authorized
by the president or vice president thereof in writing. The
registrar shall require registrants on behalf of a corporation
to take the following oath, in substance: “I am over the age
of twenty-one years. and the (president or vice president)
of (naming the corporation), or have been duly authorized
in writing to register on behalf of (naming the corpora.
tion); that said corporation is orzanized under or has’
qualified under the laws of Nevada to transact business
therein, and is the holder of real property within the bound-
aries of the Las Vegas valley water distriet.” No election
for any purpose except for organization shall be held in
such water district without such registration, and only
electors duly registered shall be entitled to vote thereat;
provided, however, that if an elector bas voted at the last
preceding district election, whether special or general. and
is still eligible, he shall not be required’ to reregister in
order to vote at the next succeeding election, but before he
shall be permitted to vote at such election, if he shall not
have reregistered therefor, he shall be required to take and
subscribe the registration onth before the board of election,
on a form provided by the district, as evidence of his con-
tinued eligibility.

In all poll books ang lists of registered electors prepared
for any election hereunder, the names of electors who have
registered or rerezistered for such election shall be dis-
tinguished from the names of those who voted at the last pre-
ceding distriet election, but who have not so registered or
reregistered, by the letter R enclosed in parentheses placed
before each of the names of the former and the omission
thereof in connection with the names of the former and the
omission thereof in connection with the names of the latter.
Registration of voters for any regular or special election shall
close on the Wednesday preceding such election. The regis-
tration oath may be taken before the registrars or deputy
registrars, any member of an election board, or any officer
authorized by law to administer oaths. All oatbs taken
before the election board shall be by them preserved and
returned with the ballots.
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SEC. 7. Before opening the polls each inspector and each Dutieset
clerk must take and subscribe to an oath to faithfully per- sss e
form the duties imposed upon him by law. Any elector of
t!_ze precinet may administer and certify such oath. Vacan.
cies occurring during the progress of the election may be
filled by the remaining inspector or inspectors, and any
inspector of election may administer and certify oaths. The Eectioa con-
time of opening and clesing the polls, the manner of con- ducted usder
ducting the election, canvassing and announcing the result, cectionlaws
the keeping of the tally list. and the making and certifying
of such result. and the disposition of the ballots after election,
shall be the same, as near as may be, as provided for elections
under the general election law of this state. Registrars and Comoen-
election officers may receive such compensation for their serv- ™
ices as the board shall prescribe, not exceeding the amount
paid for similar services at general elections. The returns retwss:
ghall be delivered to the secretary of the district, and no list. ™
tally paper, or returns from any election shall be set aside
or rejected for want of form if it can be satisfactorily under-
stood. The board of directors shall meet at its usual place
of meeting on the second Monday after an election to can-
vass the returns, and it shall proceed in the same manner and
with like effect. as near as may be. as the board of county
commissioners in canvassing the returns of general elections.
and when it shall have declared the result the secretary shall
make full entries in his record in like manner as is required
of the county clerk in general elections. The board of direc-
tors must declare elected the person or persons having the
highest number of votes given for each office. The secretary Cerisicates
shall immediately make out and deliver to such person or per- °f section
sons a certificate of election, signed by him and authenticated
with the seal of the board. Within ten days after receiving
the certificate of his election, each director shall take and sub-
seribe to an official oath and file the same with the secretary
of the board of directors. Each member of said board of Quhaad
directors shall execute an official bond in the sum of ten .rector
thousand ($10,000), which shall be approved by the judge
of the distriet court in and for the county where such organ-
ization is effected. Such honds shall be recorded in the office
of the county recorder and filed with the secretary of the
board. The costs of such boneds shall be borne by said water
district.

Sec. 8. The officers of such district shall consist of seven amcersot
directors as aforesaid, a president and a vice president.
elected from their number, a secretary, and treasurer. The
board may appoint an assistant secretary who shall exercise
such of the powers and perform such of the duties of the
secretary as may be designated by the board of directors,
except that such assistant secretary shall not be invested
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with authority to sign on behalf of the secretary any bonds
of the distriet. The sccretary and treasurer shall be
appointed by the board of directors aud may or may not be
members of said board. Such officers shall serve at the will
of ‘the board. Oune person may be appointed to serve as
secretary and treasurer. The board may also appoint an
engineer and manager and such other assistants as may be
necessary. The directors immediately upon their election
and qualification shall meet and organize. The board of
directors shall designate some place within the county as
the office of the board. and the board shall hold a regnlar
monthly meeting in this office on such day of the month as
that fixed upon by resolution duly entered upon the minutes.
All meetings of the board shall be publie, and a majority
of the members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction

- of business, but on all questions requiring vote there shall

be a concurrence of at least a majority of the members of
the board. All records of the board shall be open to the
inspection of any elector during business hours. On the first
Monday in May next following their election, the board of
directors shall meet and organize, and elect a president and
vice president, and appoint a secretary and treasurer. The
appointees aforesaid shall file bonds, which shall be approved
by the board for the faithful performance of their duties.
Any vacancies in the office of director shall be filled from
the division in which the vacancy occurs by the remaining
members of the board. In cases where a vacaney occurs in
the office of director, and the remaining directors, at the
next regular monthly meeting of the board of directors fol.
lowing such vacaney, do not by a majority vote of such
remaining directors appoint a successor to fill such a vacaney,
then the president of the board of directors shall fill such
vacancy by appointment. and in the event of the vacuncy
occurring in the office of the director who is president of the
board, then the vice president shall fill the vacancy by
appointment. A director appointed to fill a vacancy, as
above provided, shall hold his office until the nesxt biennial
election. and until his sucecessor is elected and qualified.
Sec.9. The board of directors shall bave power to manage
and conduct the business and affairs of the district, to make
and execute all necessary contracts, to employ and appoint
such agents, officers, and employees, delegates to conventions,
or other representatives in the interest of the district as may
be required. and prescribe their dyties and remuneration,
and to establish bylaws, rules, and regulations for the dis-
tribution and use of water in the district. Said bylaws, rules,
and regulations shall be printed in convenient form for dis-
tribution throughout the district. Flor the purpose of acquir-
ing control over government lands within the district, and
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of comp:::nr wih the provisions of an act of Congress of
August 11, 1916, entitled “An aet to promote reclamation
of arid lands.” the board shall have power to make such
investigation. and base thereon such representations and
assurances to the secrctary of the interior as may be req-
uisite. The board and its agents and employees shall have
the right to enter upon any land to make surveys, and may
locate the necessary irrigation and other works. and the
lines of any canal or canals, and the necessary branches for
the same, on any lands which may be deemed best for such
loeation.

Sec. 10. Any person who shall wrongfully or purposely
fill up, cut, damage, injure, or destroy, or in any manner
impair, the usefulness of any reservoir, canal, ditch, lateral,
drain, headgate, dam, or other work, structure, or improve-
ment constructed or acquired under the provisions of this
act, or shall wrongfully and maliciously interfere with any
officer. agent. or employee of the district in the proper dis-
charge of his duties, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and
shall be fined in any sum not exceeding five hundred dollars
($500) or imprisoned not to exceed (90) days in the county
jail, or by hoth such fine and imprisonment; provided fur-
ther, that the water distriet damaged by any such act may
also bring a eivil action for damages sustained by any such
act, and in such proceeding the prevailing party shall also
be entitled to attorney’s fees and costs of court.

Sec. 11. All moneys belonging to or in the custody of the
water district shall, so far as possible, be deposited in such
state or national bank or banks in this state as the treasurer
or other officer of such water distriet having lezal custody
of said moneys shall select for the safe-keeping thereof, and
shall be subjeet to withdrawal at any time on demand of the
treasurer or other authorized officer. :

For the security of such deposits there shall be delivered
to the treasurer of such water district 2 bond or bonds of a
corporate surety qualified to act as sole surety on bonds
or undertakings vequired by the laws of this state, and
approved by the insurance commissioner of this state as a
company possessing the qualifications required for the pur-
pose of transacting a surety business within this state; pro-
vided, that the penal amount of such bond or bounds shall
at no time be less than the amount of money deposited by
such water distriet with such depositary; said bond or bouds
shall secure and guarantee the fuil and complete repayment
to snch water district or the payment to its order of all
funds so deposited, together with interest thereon, The
premium for such corporate surety bond or bonds, in the
discretion of the directors of the water district, may be paid
out of the funds so deposited or may be required to be paid
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by the depositary; provided, however, that said depositury
may, in lieu of said corporate surety bond or bonds. deposit
with the treasurer of such water district treasury notex or
United States bonds, or other securities which are lewal
investments for savings bonds in this state, the market value
of which shall at all times equal the amount of funds so depos-
ited as collateral security, and such securities shall be pluced
by such treasurer in escrow in some bank otheér than the
depositary of the funds of such distriect. In the event of
the failure of the depositary to repay such funds to the dis-
trict on demnand, or to pay the same to its order, the securities
so placed in escrow shall be redelivered to the treasurer and
may be sold by him with or without notiee, and the proceeds
thereof used to reimburse the district. The treasurer, or
other officer, of such district having lezal custody of its
moneys, may, in his discretion, deposit such moneys, in whole
or in part. in United States postal savings banks. He shall
also have power to deposit.such moneys in the same mauner
and under the same conditions as may be applicable to the
deposit of state, county, and/or municipal funds by the legal
custodians thereof.

Sec. 12. The board of directors of any district now or
hereafter organized under the provisions of this act shall
have power to enter into contracts of indemnity and guar-
anty, in such form as may be approved by said bhoard,
relating to or connected with the performance of any econ-
tract or agreement which said distriet shall be empowered to
enter into under the provisions of this act or any other law
of this state. .

Sec.13. The members of the board of directors shall
cach receive fifteen dollars per day and actual traveling
expenses for each day spent attending meetings of said
board or while engaged in official business under the order
of the board. The board shall fix the compensation to be
paid to the other officers named in this act; provided, that
said board shall, upon the petition of a majority of the
electors within such distriet, submit to the electors at any
general election of said distriet a schedule of salaries and
fees to be paid the directors and officers thereof. Such
petition shall be presented to the board twenty days prior
to such general election, and a schedule fee submitted upon a
two-thirds vote therefor shall be put into effect upon the first
of the month next ensuing.

Sce. 14. No director or any other officer named in this act
shall in any manner be interested. directly or indirectly, in
any contract awarded by the board, or in the profits to be
derived therefrom; and for any violation of this provision
such officer shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and
upon conviction thereof shall suffer a forfeiture of his office,
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and he shall be punished by a fine not exceediny fiv= hundred
dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed
six months or by both such fine and imprisonment,

Sgc. 15. The board of directors, or other offivers of the Directors aot
district. shall have no power to inecur any debt or liability 1,
whatever, either by issuing bonds or otherwise, in escess of ovw. whea
the express provisions of this act, and any debt or liability
incurred in excess of such express provisions shall be and
remain absolutely void.

Skc. 16. The district is authorized from time to time to Negousbie
issue its negotiable bonds to obtain funds for the accomplish- pongs
ment of any of its corporate purposes, which bonds shall be suchorized
aunthorized by resolution of the governing body and shall
be payable solely froni the income and revenues to be derived
from the operation of its works or properties, ag hereinafter
provided. These bonds shall not constitute an indebtedness Form, con-
or pledge of the general credit of the district and shall con- oiitoa,
tain a recital to that effect, and such bonds shall be in coupon of bonds
form, but may be made registerable as to prinecipal if so
provided in the resolution authorizing the issuance thereof.

The bonds shall be in the denomination of $100 or a multipie
thereof, shall bear interest at a coupun rate not exceeding
six percent per annum, shall mature serially or otherwise in
such manner as may be provided by the zoverning body, but
not later than forty years from their date. shail be made pay-
able at such place or places within or without the State of
Nevada as may be provided by the governing body, and in
the discretion of the governing body may be made redeemable
at the option of the district prior to maturity at such pre-
mium or premiums not greater than one hundred three per-
cent of the principal amount thereof as the governing body
may determine. The bonds shall be signed by the presilent
and attested by the secretary of the district under the oficial
sea’ of the district in such manner .3 may he provided in
th.: resolution authorizing their issuance. [:zerest coupons
to be attac’ied to the bords may be executed with the fac-
simile signatures of such offic-rs. and in the event a' v oiicer
whose signature appears on s..+ii bond or coupous - 1l cease
to be such officer before deliv -y of the boruls tu -he pur-
chaser, such signature shall nevertheless be valid and suffi-
cient for all purposes. The bonds shall be sold in such manner ponus sola
and at such times as the governing body may determine at g:Publicor
public or private sale for such prices as the governing body
shall approve, except that in no event shall the bonds be
sold at a price which will result in ar interest yield there-
from of more than sis percent per annum computed to aver-
age maturity according to standard tables of bond values.
The bonds may be issued in an amount sufficient to include
the payment of all incidental costs incurred in connection
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with the construction, acquisition, extension or improvement
of the works or properties and the authorization and issnauce
of the bonds, including, but without limitation, engincering
and legal fees, fiscal agent’s espenses and payment of the
interest during the period of the construection of the works
or properties and for six months thereafter. Pending the
preparation or execution of definitive bonds, interim receipts
or certificates or temporary bonds may be delivered to the
purchaser of said bonds. Bonds issued hereunder shall be
payable from and secured by a pledge of the revenues
derived from the operation of the works or propertics con-
structed. acquired, extended, or improved with the proceeds
thereof, subject only to the prior payment of the reasonable
and necessary expenses of operating and maintaining such
works or properties. If more than one series of bonds shall
be issued hereunder payable from the revenues of any works
or properties, priority of lien on such works or properties and
the revennes thereof shall depend on the time of the delivery
of such bonds, such series enjoying a lien prior and superior
to that enjoved by any series of bonds subsequently deliv-
ered; provided, however, that ag to any issue or series of
bonds which may be authorized as a unit but delivered from
time to time in blocks, the governing body may in the pro-
ceedings authorizing the issuance of said bonds provided
that all of the bonds of such series or issue shall co-equal as
to lien regardless of the time of delivery. All bonds issued
under the provisions of this act shall constitute negotiable
instruments within the meaning of the negotiable instru-
ments law as that law js now or may hereafter be in foree in
the State of Nevada. Any resolution authorizing the issu-
ance of bonds hereunder shall provide for the creation of a
sinking fund into which shall be paid from the revenues of
the works or properties, subject only to prior payment of
the reasonable and necessary expenses of operating and
maintaining the works or properties, sums fully sufficient to
pay prineipal of and interest on such bonds and to create
siuch reserve for contingencies as may be provided in such
resolution. Moneys in the sinking fund shall be applied
to the payment of interest on and principal of the bonds or
-to the purchase or retirement of the bonds prior to maturity
in such manner as may be provided in said resolution. The
resolution authorizing such bonds may contain sueh cove.
nants with the future holder or holders of the bonds as to the
management and operation of the works or properties, the
imposition and collection of rates and charges for the prod.
uets or services furnished thereby. the disposition of such
rates and revenues, the issuance of future bonds and the cre-
ation of future liens and encumbrances against said works or
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properties and the revenues thercof, the carrying of insurance
on the properties constituting such works, the disposition
of the proceeds of any sueh insurance, and other pertinenr
matters as may be deemed necessary by the governing body
to assure the marketability of such bonds; provided, such
covenants are not inconsistent with the provisions of this act.
When any district shall issue bonds hercunder and shall have
pledged the revenues of any works or properties for the pay-
ment thereof as herein provided, such district shall impose
and collect rates and charges for the products and services
furnished by such works or properties in such amounts and
at such rates as shall be fully sufficient at all times to pay
the expenses of operating and maintaining such works or
properties, provide a sinking fund sufficient to assure the
prumpt payment of principal of and interest on the bonds
as each falls due, provides such reasonable fund for contin-
gencies as may be required by the resolution authorizing
bonds and provide an adequate depreciation fund for such
repaivs, extensions and improvements to the works or prop-
ertics as may be necessary to assure adequate and efficient

o

Llates and
~narges
.mposed

secvice to the public. No board or commission other than the Governung

govermng body of the district shall have authority to fix or
supervise the making of such rates and charges. The govern-
ing body of any district which shall have issued bonds pay-

ﬁt

Refunding

able from revenues under the provisions of this law 2y Sorie

authorize the issuanece of bonds for the purpose of refunding
such outstanding bonds. Such refunding bonds may either
be sold and the proceeds applied to the retirement of the
outstanding bonds, or may be delivered in exchange for the
outstanding bonds. The refunding boads shall be authorized
in all respects as original bonds are herein required to be
authorized, and the governing body in authorizing the refund-
ing bonds shall provide for the security of such bouds and
the source from which such bonds are to be paid and for the
rights of the holders thereof in all respects ag herein author-
ized to be provided for other bonds issued under authority of
this act. The governing body may also provide that the
refunding bonds shall have the same priority of lien on
the revenues pledged for their payment as was enjoyed by
the honds refunded.

Skc. 17. That in addition to all other remedies, any holder
of a bond of the district incorporated under this act, includ-
ing a trustee for bond holders, shall have the right, subject
to any contractual limitations binding upon such bond hold-
ers or trustee, and subject to the prior or superior rights of
others:

(1) By mandamus or other suit, action oc proceedings, at
law or in equity, to enforce his rights against such distriet
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and the board of such district, including the right to require
such distriet and such board to fix and collect rates and
chargzes adequate to carry out any agreement as to, or pledge
of. the revenues produced by such rates or charzes, and to
reyuire such district and such board to carry out any other
covenants and agreements with such bond holder and to
perform its and their duties under this act.

(2) By action or suit in equity to enjoin any acts or things
which may be unlawful or a violation of the rights of such
bond holder.

(3) By action or suit in equity to require such authority
to act as if it were the trustees of an express trust for such
bond holder.

(4) By suit, action, or proceeding in court exercising equi-
table jurisdiction to obtain the appointment of a receiver
of the enterprise in which the district is engaged or any
part or parts thereof, who may enter and take possession of
such utility or any part or parts thereof, including all prop-
erty, land, property rights, easements, and other adjuncts
of the utility, and such receiver may operate and maintain
the same. and collect and receive all revenues thereafter aris.
ing therefrom in the same manner as such distriet itself
might do, and shall deposit all such moneys in a separate
account or accounts and apply the same in accordance with
the obligations of such district as the court shall direct.

Sec. 18. That Clark County may advance funds to such
district to pay the preliminary organization, administration,
and engineering costs thereof, in such terms of repayment as
may be agreed upon, and said county is bereby autborized
to declare an emergency and secure necessary funds in the
manner now provided by law authorizing short-term loans.

Sec. 19. That this act is complete in itself and shall be
controlling. The provisions of any other law, general, special
or local, except as provided in this act, shall not apply to &
distriet incorporated under this act. :

Sec. 20. The power of eminent domain herein granted
may be exercised in the manner provided by Nevada Com-
piled Laws 1929, sections 9153 to 9176, inclusive, as amended
or supplemented, or any law hereafter enacted for that pur-

ose.

Sec. 21. That if any provision of this act, or the applica-
tion of such provision to any person, body, or circumstances
shall be held invalid, the remainder of this act, or the appli-
cation of such provision to persons. badies, or circumstances
other than those as to which it shall have been held invalid,
shall not be affected thereby.

Sgec. 22. This act shall take effect upon its passage and
approval.
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APPENDIX C

"Truckee Meadows Water Supply"
October 7, 1983
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TRUCKEE MEADOWS WATER SUPPLY
Interim Legislative Sub Committee

SCR 45
October 7, 1983
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8.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.
19,

LIST OF EXHIBITS

TRUCKEE MEADOWS WATER SUPPLY PRESENTATION

Hap Truckee River System.
Summary of Orr Ditch Decree Water Rights.

Current Status of Orr Ditch Decree Irrigation Rights in Truckee
Meadows.

SPPCo. Water Rights.

Yield of Water Rights by Month, 1931 & 1934.
Truckee River Storage.

Historic E]evations-Lake Tahoe 1920-1982.
Floriston Rates.

Stampede Qperation Curves.

Historic SPPCo. Water System Demands 1965-1982.
SPPCo. Annual VWater Demand Curve,

SPPCo. Rule 17 Summary.

SPPCo. Water Resource Budget.

SPPCo. Service Area Expansion Policy.
Projected Water Demands.

Yield of Present Rights.

Yield of Present Rights Plus Additional Purchased [rrigation
Rights.

Yield of Present Rights Plus Stampede Rights.

Historic Elevations, Pyramid Lake.
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SUMMARY OF ORR DITCH DECREE WATER RIGHTS

ACRE FEET
TRUCKEE RIVER RIGHTS TRIBUTARY RIGHTS T0TAL
TOTAL ACqQ. TOTAL ACq. TOTAL ACQ, TOTAL ACQ, ACQ.
[ AREA DECREED [} BECREED 8y DECREED BY DECREED BY DECREED By
bl IRRIGATION SPPCa. Hel SPPCo. IRRIGATION SPPCo. Hil SPPCo. SPpCo.
Stateline to Truckee 5,393 1,86 7.20%
Headows
Truckee Headows 104,293 27,272 28,908 28,908 19,83) 9,029 9,829 162,861 66,009
Spanish Springs 4,952 4,552
Valley
Steamboat Valley 2,895 2,895
Pleasant Valley 3,267 3,267
Truckee Meadows 4,00 *],232 4,031 * 1,232
(vista to Derby Dam)
Truckee-Carson **406,000 *+406,000
Irrigation District
Derby Dam to Nixon 6,564 *2.214 1,448 +1,448 8,012 *+3,662
Pyramid Lake 23,775 23,715
Totals++ 149,008 30,718 30,356 30,356 27,809 9,829 9,829 217,002 70,903

* Currently used at Tracy Power Plant

s4  Total TC1D requirement from both Truckee and Carson Rivers
+ 948 AF currently used at Tracy Power Plant, and 500 AF used for H & i syste-
+¢ Excluding JCID requirements




CURRENT STATUS OF ORR DITCH DECREE IRRIGATIOM RIGHTS IN TRUCKEE MEADOWS

1. Acquired by SPPCo.: 27,000 Acre Feet
2. Currently unused and potentially available 32,000 * "
for acquisition:
3. Currently used for irrigation: 28,000 " "
4, Probably unavailable for purchase (golf 17,000 " "
courses, cemetaries, greenbelts, UNR
Farm, etc.):
TOTAL: 104,000 " "

ESTIMATE OF CURRENTLY UNUSED WATER RIGHTS HELD BY PUBLIC AGENCIES

City of Reno: Fee Parcels 2,500 AF (Verified)
Streets 2,000 AF (Estimated)
City of Sparks: Fee Parcels 750 AF (Verified)
Streets | 1,000 AF (Estimated)
Washoe County: Fee Parcels _ 250 AF (Estimated)
| Streets 1,000 AF (Estimated)’
TOTAL: 7,500 AF

STATUS OF OTHER CURRENTLY UNUSED WATER AS VERIFIED BY SPPCo.

Single ownerships larger than 500 AF: 6,800 AF
Single ownerships smaller than 500 AF: 8,800 AF
TOTAL : 15,600 AF
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As of August, 1983

SIERRA PACIFIC POWER COMPANY
WATER RIGHTS

Truckee River (40 cfs)
Hunter Creek (13.6 cfs)
Purchased irrigation rights

Groundwater

TOTAL

TOTAL CRITICAL YEAR

RIGHT YIELD
28,908 AF 28,619

9,829 5,500
27,772 15,846
12,000 12,000
78,509 61,965

YIELD

99
56
57

79



PERCENT YIELD

PERCENT YIELD OF MONTHLY DEMAND
ON IRRIGATION RIGHTS USED FOR M&|
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{
TRUCKEE RIVER STORAGE

UPSTREAM
USEABLE )
STORAGE REQUIRED RELEASES DRAINAGE
CAPACITY STREAM FLOW MICE. AREA
RESERVOIR OWNER .F. CFS A.F. SQ. MILES
Lake Tahoe USA 744,600 50 OCT 1 - MAR 31 18,018 503
70 APR 1 - SEP 30 25,364
13,382
Donner Lake SPPCo. 9,500 3 Below Dam 2,168 14.6
TCID 5 Below Cold Creek
Martis Creek USA 19,583 40
Prosser Creek USA 28,640 5 3,614 50.5
~3
* Independence Lake SPPCo. 17,500 2 1,445 8.2
Stampede USA 221,490 30 21,681 136
Boca WCLWCD 40,870 172
TOTALS 1,082,183 72,290
DOKNSTREAM
Lahontan - USA 295,000 1,950
(Carson River) {TC1D) 328,600

(With Flashboards)
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LAKE TAHOE ELEVATION

Less than 6,225.25 feet

Between 6,225.25 and 6,226 feet
Over 6,226 feet

FLORISTON RATES

FLOW TRUCKEE RIVER AT FARAD

OCT NOV-FEB MAR APR-SEP

{cubic feet per second)

400 300 300 500

400 350 350 500
400 400 500 500
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SIERRA PACIFIC POWER COMPANY
NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS FOR WATER SERVICE

In accordance with Rule #17 of Sierra Pacific Power Company's approved
water tariffs, all applicants for water service must have a valid will serve
commitment issued by the Company prior to receiving new or expanded water
service from the Company.

Will serve commitments can be obtained by either of the following two
(2) procedures:

1. By transfer to the Company, at no cost to the Company, sufficient
water resources to meet the water demand of the subject project
under hydrologic conditions such as those experienced in the
1928-1935 drought period and the critical year of 1934,

2. B8y placing the project on a list until sufficient water resources
have been acquired by the Company to serve the water demand of
the project under the hydrologic conditions stated above in alter-
native 1. Applicant will be required to reimburse the Company
for the costs incurred in acquiring the necessary water resources.

The Customer Services Engineering Department will naot begin the process-
ing of design or contracting for the required facilities until such time as
the commitment of water resource availability is issued; provided that the
applicant may elect to advance to the Company the full cost of the work
necessary to prepare the design and contract for the project facilities.

" The customer should understand that, if he should elect to so advance the
design costs, no service contracts shall be executed by the Company prior
to the issuance of the commitment of resource availability. Customer
service contracts executed for electric and/or gas service shall in no way
be construed as to commit water resources to the project.

REF:sh
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SIERRA PACIFIC POMER COMPANY MATER RESOURCE BUDGET
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POLICY STATEMENT REGARDING EXPANSION OF
SIERRA PACIFIC POWER COMPANY'S WATER SERVICE TERRITORY

On August 24, 1979, Sierra Pacific Power Company made a statement
to the Nashoé Council of Governments describing the water supply situa-
tion within its existing water service territory. The Company stated
that its existing inventory of water rights is not expected to meet the
demand of jts existing water service territory in 1981, or at the
latest, 1982, and called upon local government to coordinate their
planning efforts very closely with Sierra Pacific. The Company is
actively involved in obtaining the necessary water and storage righfs go
serve its existing service territory. |

Sierra Pacific has determined that there aré certain water rights
located outside its service territory which are not available for sale
to the Company because they are committed to the future development of
those lands. Sierra Pacific believes that it is in the best interests
éf the community to consider expansion of its water service territory to °
these lands with appurtenant water rights, but only under conditions
which will not prejudice its existing customers.

The conditions which must be met prior to Sierra Pacific making a
commitment to expand its water service territory include, but are not
limited to, the following:

'l. The property proposed to be annexed musi pe contiguous to
Sierra Pacific's existing service territory and must have water rights
which will provide a firm yield sufficient in quantity and adequate in

quality for human consumption, after treatment by Sierra Pacific's
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existing treatment facilities to provide a full water supply for the the
proposed development. The development must be limited to that which can
be supported by the firm yield of the water rights under hydralogic
conditions such as those experienced in the 1928-1935 drought period and
the critical year of 1934. The yield must be proven to the satisfaction
of Sierra Pacific and the State Water Engineer and any other state or
local agency having jurisdiction. The use per customer shall be deter-
mined by Sierra Pacific Power Company.
a. Surface water rights must be transferable to the Truckee
River for use by the Company in its treatment facilities. Surface
water rights which were appurtenant to lands located inside Sierra.
Pacific's service territory prior to August 24, 1979 (the date the
Company made its water supply statement to the Washoe Council of |
Governments), or water rights which were used on property to be
annexed to Sierra Pacific's service territory but not officially
transferred through the State Water Engineer's Office prior to
August 24, 1979, will not be considered as-part of the fjrm'yie1d.
b. Existence of groundwater rights and permits,.if'any..mu§t
be approved and confirmed by the State Water tngineer. Physical
availability of adequate quality and quantity of groundwater to
meet the proposed development must be proven to the Company's
satisfaction. [t must be proven to the Company's satisfaction that
the proposed groundwater draft will not adversely affect the yield
of any existing Company wells. Existing and propose& wells for the

annexed area must be constructed to Company standards.
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c. All water rights appurtenant to the territory proposed to
be annexed must be transferred to Sierra Pacific regardless of
whether or not they are considered as part of the firm yield unless
otherwise agreed to by the Company.

2. The applicant desiring such water service shall take such
steps as Sierra Pacific may require to insure that the development does
not exceed the firm yield of the water rights. This will includé, but
is not limited to, (1) the institution of all feasible water conservation
measuras, and (2) obtaining an agreement and zoning ordinance from the
local government to permanently limit the development to the firm yield
of the water rights under hydrologic conditions such as those experienced
in the 1928-1935 drought period and the critical year of 1934,

3. Water service would be provided in accordance with Sierra’
Pacific's approved rates, rules and requiations as filed with the Public
Service Commission of the State of Nevada. The applicant would be
required to pay for all facilities necessary to serve the development
including, but not limited to, wells, treatment facilities, and storage
facilities, including land and/or right of ways for storage facilities.
All annexations are subject to the review and approval of the Public
Service Commission of Nevada.

This statement of policy is intended to define those conditions
which an applicant for water service must meet before Sierra Pacific
management will consider an annexation of.additional service territory.
The statement is not intended to operate as 2 commi tment or dedication
to serve all applicants meeting the above conditions and Sierra Pacific
reserves the right to refuse to annex any territory to its water service

territory which, in its discretion, it deems to be an undesirable

addition,
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APPENDIX D

Nevada Revised Statutes 704,230
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NEVADA REVISED STATUTES

704,230 Instaliation, use of walermeters.

1. Except as otherwise provided in this section or in any special law
for the incorporation of a city, it is unlawful for any public utility, for
any purpose or object whatever, in any city or town containing more
than 7,500 inhabitants, 10 install, operate or use, within such city or
town, any mechanical wawermeter, or similar mechanical device, to
measure the quantity of water delivered to residential water users.

2. A public utility which furnishes water shall file with the com-
mission a schedule establishing a separate individual and joint rate or

charge for residential users who bhave installed watermeters or similar
devices to measure the consumption of water.

3. A watermeter or similar device may be installed to measure the
consumption of water by a residential customer only:

(a) With the consent of the customer; and

(b) To obtain information concerning a representative sample of resi-

dential customers in order to determine what benefits, if any, would be
derived from the installation and use of watermeters for residential cus-
tomers generally.
Unless the residential customer has agreed, in writing, to pay the separate
rate, the public utility shall charge the residential customer for whom
such a meter is installed the same amount for water used as if no meter
had been installed.

4. This section does not apply to cities and towns owning and operat-
ing municipal waterworks, or to cities and towns located in counties hav~
ing a population of 250,000 or more. -

[Part 13:109:1919; A 1931, 320; 1955, 421]—(NRS A 1961, 101;
1967, 357; 1969, 1545; 1977, 1402; 1979, 559)

93






APPENDIX E

“Summary of Truckee River Litigation--
Sierra Pacific Power Company"
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SUMMARY OF TRUCKEE RIVER LITIGATION
SIERRA PACIFIC POWER COMPANY

. BACKGROUND

The U.S. District Court of the State of Nevada decided
the Orr Ditch Case in 1944. The case was an adjudication of
all water rights to Truckee River waters in Nevada including
the sdo-called "Winters" water right of the Pyramid Lake Paiute
Indians. (The Orr Ditch Decree provided approximately 30,000
acre feet to the tribe for irrigation purposes).

In the early 1970's, the Tribe filed a claim against the
United States at the U.S. Court of Claims for money damages
for the loss of the tribes water rights. The tribe was paid
approximately nine million dollars and the government agreed
to file a lawsuit to reopen the Orr Ditch Decree.

The government did file such a lawsuit which is commonly

called the "TCID Case". This case was decided by the United

States Supreme Court as follows:

INDIVIDUAL CASES

United States vs. Nevada

Decided June 24, 1983, by the United States Supreme Court.

The United States Supreme Court decided that the Pyramid
Lake Paiute Tribe is not entitled to an 1859 priority water
right for 385,000 acre feet, but is limited to its agricultural
water rigﬁt with an 1859 prioritv. The reasons relied upon
by the Court are (1) that the matter was previously litigated
in the.Orr Ditch case decided in 1944, and (2) the Supreme
Court also agreed that Pyramid Lake is stabilized by the

present inflow.
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United States vs., Alpine Land and Water Co.

Decided January 24, 1983 by the 9th Circuit Court of
Appeals. —

Certiorari denied by the Unitéd States Supreme Court on
October 3, 1983.

This case is the companion case to the Orr Ditch case
only it adjudicated the water rights of all of the users of
Carson River Water in Nevada and California. The case was the
longest pending U.S. District Court case of record. When it was
decided on October 28, 1980, it had been pending nearly 55
years. The case established the water quantities which
could be applied to lands irrigated by the Carson River. It
also eétablished that the TCID project owners individually
own their water rights. The case was appealed from the
Court of Appeals to the U.S. Supreme Court by the Pyramid
Tribe (who was not a party to the proceeding below). The
Supreme Court granted the Tribe's intervention and denied

their petition for review.

United States vs. Orr Water Ditch Co.

Decided December 8, 1944 in the U.S. District Court for
the State of Nevada.

Three cases have been filed pursuant to the continuing
jurisdiction of the Court in the Orr Ditch Decree Case.

The first was a petition by the water master to establish
whether he is properly operating the ditch diversions in the
Truckee Meadows. The Tribe and the United States are claiming

that the water users in the Truckee Meadows are wasting water,
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that certain Truckee Meadows water rights have been abandoned
and that the present operations harms the water quality of

the Tribes water right (the Tribe claims their Winters right
to 385,000 still exists, but recognizes they have no right to

claim diversion pursuant to U.S. v. Nevada).

The second claim was a motion by the Tribe to change their
agricultural right to a fishery right. The issues in this
case are whether the Tribe must apply to the Nevada State
Engineer to change the nature and point of diversion of their
right and whether the Tribe should be able to require the right
be delivered. all in one month or whether the rights should be
, delivered according to a normal irrigation schedule.

The third claim is a motion by the State of Nevada to
acquire fish eggs for an experiment. The motion was withdrawn
by the State without prejudice to file again since no judge
was assigned to the case during the spring wﬁen the eggs were
available.

Sierra Pacific Power Co v. The Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission and the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe.

Decided July 20, 1982 by the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals.

Certiorari was denied by the United States Supreme Court
on April 18, 1983.

The Pyramid Lake Tribe filed a petitibn with the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission claiming the FERC should require
Sierra to obtain licenses for its four hydroelectric plants
on the Truckee Riber. The Tribe's purpose behind filing the

petition was to convince the FERC to order a change in the
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floriston rates. The FERC agreed that it had no jurisdiction
to change the Floriston Rates but felt it did have jurisdiction
to license. The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals overturned the
FERC decision and decided that the plants did not require

licensing.

Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe v. State of California, et al

Filed July 26, 1981.

The Pyramid Paiute Tribe relatively recently filed to
adjudicate all waters to the Truckee River in California
(since the Orr Ditch Decéee only applied to Nevada water rights
and a few other specific rights). Since all of the upstream
storage utilized by the Truckee Meadows is in California,

the same major users of Truckee River water are involved.

Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe v. EPA

Filed December 4, 1981

The Paiute Tribe sued the EPA claiming the water quality
standards are invalid pursuant to the Clean Water Act and in
violation of the Endangered Species Act. The Tribe claims
the right to set its own water quality standards on the
reservation which would force those standards on upstream users.
The Tribe also claims a "Winters" reserved right to water
guality.

Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe v. EPA and the Cities of Reno and

SEarks.
Filed July 20, 1982.

The Tribe filed this suit against the EPA and the Cities

of Reno and Sparks to enjoin the use of the Reno Sparks
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Joint Sewage treatment plant. The Tribe claims the cities
have violated the terms of their agreement for grant money
from the EPA on the Early Start préject. The suit impacts
Sierra Pacific as the purveyor of water because the Tribe

would either stop growth in the Truckee Meadows (and there-

fore further water diversion) or require the dumping of water

supply in order to provide dilution flows.
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APPENDIX F

Information Concerning Water Problems
in the Truckee Meadows from
Louie A. Gardella
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Senate Committee Meeting on Water
fpril 6, 1984, 9:00AM
Washoe County Commissioners Foom

cGentlemen:

Tharks +or allcewing me to appear before vou to precent some ideas and
tnfaormaticon on the water problems of the Truckes Meadows, I have
tived in Nevada all my life and as county aaricultural agent for I3
years I have become aware of how itmportant water and water management
are to the residents of Nevada. Before retirement and since I have

worked with groups on the water problems of the Truckee Meadows for
over 20 vears.

The recent rapid growth of population in Fhe Truckee Meadows and the
anticipated growth in the near future will far excesd the amount of
water now avallable to the residents of the Truckee Meadows under the
{irr Ditch Decree 1t some legal means 18 npot found to make a
zuccessful transaction of practically all the agricultural water to :
urban use and to better management. Flood control measures are
imprrtant in the water management plan.

I strongly suggest that the 1285 legicslaturs enact leqixslation simlar
to the original 1981 Senate D11l 1635, If that cannot be accomplished
then some agency which can act as an overall agency be created.

Flease do not pass legislation calling for more studies.

I have prepared for vou four eshibits which { hope will be of some
help in reaching a decision.

Exhibit 1 — vater rrisis may be approaching

Exhihit 2 - lLegal, physical, financial, and other constraints that
hinder water management.

Exhibit 3 — Repourt on ditches and drains of the Truclbee Meadows as
directed by revised Senat= Fi1ll 167,

Exhibit 4 - The original Senate BRill 163
Thank you and 1 will be pleased to answer any question [ can.

L.ouie Gardella
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Water Crisis May Be Approaching

With some eight or ten large land developments either in the talking stad
planned or already approved and in process of construction within the
Truckee Meadows area it’s time for a close lock at water facts.,

Flanners, governing officials and the general public should look at the
water rights question. Water availability and the legal and physical

constraints which will limit or enhance means of putting the water avail:
to the most beneficial uses.,

Media publicity indicates that a rapid and large increase in population
growth is about to occur in the Truckee Meadows area. New and enlarged
casinos will create jobs and that coupled with the hope for industrial
development will require extra housing, expansion of recreational and ott
people related facilities all of which will require additional water usa

Sewage disposal and flood control are part of the water problem. Where ;
the extra water coming from?

Decision makers (politicians) seem to be either misinformed on water
problems of the Truckee Meadows or unwilling to face the hard facts that
water is a limited resource, its management complex, and that it will co:

much money, great efforts, negociations and even law suits to bring abou!
acceptable solution.

This article is intended to give a concentrated history of the uses of ti
Truckee River water and set down in understandable terms the actual wates
rights and water availability, water sources, water distribution system :
other pertinent facts relating to the Truckee River water.

Many reports have been written by individuals and agencies often neglect:
all the facts that legal and physical restraints would prevent the solut:
of glaring water problems. With more than forty agencies, groups and
organizations having an interest in the Truckee River water, conflicts o
1nterest have occurred and will continue to arrise. This situation ofters
permits special interests to bicker, misinform and sometimes cause poor |
vital decisions by governing bodies.

At least a partial solution would be to create an overall agency confinei
the Truckee Meadows and the immediate surrounding area which would have -
legal authority, enough financial capability and planning ability to
praoperly address the complex water problems. Creation of such an agency
presented to the Nevada State Legislation during the 1981 session. Sena
Eill 143 as originally written would have created a subconservancy distr:
under the Carson Truckee Conservancy District Law. Senate Bill 163 was 1
past due to special interest groups opposition, It has been apparent to
water knowledgeable people that such an agency was needed for many years
at last the time has come when something must be done and hopefully the
legislature will face facts and pass legislation adeguate to meet legal,
financial and planning for water needs of the Truckee Meadows.
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History of Truckee River Water Uses In The Truckee Meadows

The first irrigation water use in the Truckee Meadows according to the Orr
Ditch Decree was 1B6i.. (Indian waters were given a priority of 1859). The
Pioneer Ditch diverted water to the south side of the river near what is now
the intersection of Mill and Rock Road. From 1861 to 1874 thirty two
ditches were dug diverting 114,761 acre feet of water from the Truckee

between Verdi and Vista to approximately 25,000 acres of land. (According
to the Orr Ditch Decree).

As of 1983 there are for all practical purpcses five ditches on the south
side of the River used for irrigation. {The Pioneer, Cochrane, Lake, Last
Chance and Steamboat). On the north side of the River there are three
ditches still active. These include the Highland Ditch (totally owned by
the SPFPC and used exclusively for municipal water), the Orr Ditch System and
the North Truckee Ditch used by Sparks as a drain. This reduction in the

ditch systems reflects the change from agriculture land use to urbanm land
use.

The rapid development of agriculture in the Truckee Meadows (1861 to 1874)
was largely due to the market demands of Virginia City mining boom. The

irrigation uses in the Truckee Meadows did not greatly reduce the flow of
water into Pyramid Lake.

After many years of lobbying in congress, Senator Newlands managed to get
the Reclamation Act of 1902 passed. This permitted the Bureau of
Reclamation to start the Newlands Froject (Fallon) water delivery system in
1905. The project included construction of the Derby Dam, Truckee Canal and
Lahontan Dam. The project linked the Truckee River with the Carson River.
It provided Truckee River water for the Fernley, Hazen, Swingle Bench, and
Fallon areas.

Since a stable supply of water was necessary for the Newlands Project the
United States claimed all excess water of the Truckee River for irrigation
of over 200,000 acres of land. The government also purchased the dam and
storage rights on Lake Tahoe. 1In 1913 the U.S. Vs Orr Ditch et al suit was
started. The suit ended in 1944 and is known as the Orr Ditch Decree. This
Decree can be designated as the bible for all water rights in the Truckee
Meadows. The area encompasses roughly the irrigated lands from Verdi on the
west to Vista on the east and from Washoe Hill on the south to the San
Raphael Ranch on the north including parts of Spanish Springs Valley. The
decree allots not only water from the Truckee River but also the creeks,
springs and drains which make up the water supply of the Truckee Meadows and
affected roughly 30,000 acres.

The Orr Ditch Decree includes the Truckee River Agreement, a complex
arrangement between several governmental parties, which is intended to
fairly divide the water to the rightful water right owners. The Orr Ditch
Decree is administered by the Water Master acting for the federal court.
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History Of Upstream Storage

The first upstream water storage was in Lake Tahoe when a dam was built i
1870 at the outlet from Tahoe to provide flash water to float logs down t
river. After considerable changes these storage rights were acquired by
U.S5. government for water supply for the Newlands Project.

Water shortages in late summer prompted ranchers and farmers in the Truck
Meadows during the 1920's to advocate construction of the Boca Dam. Afte
several failures the Washoe County Water Conservancy District was formed
the purpose of constructing and repayment of the construction costs of th
Boca Dam aon the Little Truckee. Actual construction was by the Bureau of
Reclamation at a cost of approximately $1,000,000 aof which $200,000 was
furnished by the federal government for flood control purposes. The
remaining $500,000 was to be paid by the landowners having water rights.
Boca Dam was started in 1935 and completed in 1238. It was an excellent

project and helped reinforce the water rights by providing late summer
irrigation water.

Flood and drought years coupled with an obvious need for additional water
during the 1940°’s - 1950%s prompted efforts to get more upstream storage.
The result was the passage by congress of the Washoe Project Act in 1935,
The State of Nevada, the Washoe County Commissioners, the Sierra Facific
Fower Co. and the Carson Truckee Water Conservancy District were the prim
supporters for the additional upstream water storage. After a number of
lengthly delays construction of the Prossor Creek, Stampede and Martis Cr
Dams were started and completed in late 1967. The physical construction
cperation of these storage facilities has been completed. Satisfactory
agreements have not been finalized on the use of the water stored in thes
reservoirs. Law suits are now in federal courts which may or may not set
the questions involved.

In 1974 the Justice Department and the Paiute Indian Tribe sued all water
users of the Truckee River waters. This was an attempt to break the 1944
Orr Ditech Decree. This case was won by the defendant water users but the
decision was appealed and eventually the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in favo
of the defendant water users.

Other problems in the management of the Truckee River water will arise as
the population increases and the competition for water use intensifies.

What this all means is that the 1985 Legislature plus all local aovernmen

plus many private groups will have to support the creation of the water
district under the Carson Truckee Water Conservation Law.
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The water rights battle on the Truckee River may be going on for many year
to come. Looking back it is easy to see that the Orr Ditch Decree was nnt5
complete. The Decree only allowed water for the land actually irrigated
from the Truckee River as of 1902. It included some 30,000 area feet of
water for the Indians use for irrigation but made no provisions for fishery
needs. It did not limit the amount of water which could be diverted from
the Truckee to the Carson River. No thought was given for additional

upstream storage or flood control. The Decree made no provisions for water
uses during water shortage years.

Judge Talbot and others could not foresee the population increases and
therefore a need for water use changes and for the need of additional water
for urban rather than agricultural uses. Nor could the good judge foresee
the pollution problems created by the population increase.

When a newcomer comes into the area and becomes aware of the water problems
he makes instant suggestions for sclutions. But the fact remains that the
Truckee River has a limited amount of water available and while the stream
has a well developed upstream storage capacity we still have and will
continue to have flood and drought problems.

With all the apparent evidence for an overall organization to help keep up
with the water problems, our political leaders have not yet seen the light.

Following is a summary of the water allocations under the Orr Ditch Decree.

I ¥ M Water allotted to Sierra Pacific under
the Orr Ditch Decree:

Truckee Meadows (mostly Hunter Creelk water) 38737 AF

FPurchased from Wadsworth Power & Light Co. 1448 AF

Total 40285 AF

*Furchased irrigation rights 27809 AF
Total 68094 AF

Summary of all water rights allotted under
Orr Ditch Decree in Truckee Meadows Irrigation:

Diversion from Truckee Kiver Deliver to Land Deliver to Land
788.84 Sec. ft. &857.94 Sec. ft. 114761 AF

Truckee Meadows uses (SFPCo) ; 40285 AF
Total water from Truckee River 134761 AF

* The SFPCo. may have purchased additional water but the overall totals
are nat affected.
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Water rights and water available in the Truckee Meadows.

The Orr Ditch Decree of 1944 is an extremely complex document and very

difficult to interpret especially when the vast changes in land and water
uses have occurred in recent years.

In addition to the water rights diverting from the Truckee River, the Orr
Decree allotted water rights on several creeks flowing into the Truckee
Meadows from the Carson Range. These rights are mostly in the south west
part of the Truckee Meadows. These water rights totaled about 38.02 sec.
ft. or about 21,947 acre feet if water was available. Since little or nc
strrage is available on these creeks the actual water available varies
greatly and during drought periods or in late summer the water available
greatly reduced or nonexistent. For the above reasons the quality of the
water rights must be questionable.

The Orr Ditch Decree recognized certain water from other creeks which are
little consequenc or do not now flow year round.

Waste waters from drains, springs and other sources that are now dry are
also recognized in the Orr Ditch Decree., FProbably some 1,000 to 7,000 ac
feet may have some legitimate claim to Truckee River waters but may requi
legislation or negotiations or court action to bring about their legitime

The state has allowed certain well water rights in the Truckee Meadows o\
and above the Orr Ditch Decree These water rights plus those not recogni
by the state amount to a considerable volume of water.

Negotiations and compromises will have to be made by all water users of t
Truckee River i¥ the best use of water is to be attained. Also careful
consideration will have to be given to facilities available for water
delivery (ditches, dams and drains) and to afford the Truckee Meadows the
greatest possible protection from floods.

Post Script

Some of the statements made in this article can unquestionably be challer
but the issues are clear.

1. The Truckee Meadows water rights are limited and the demand for
water will exceed the Orr Ditch Decree allocations in the near
future,

2. There is no water that can be imported into the area. Therefore
negotiations and compromises must be entered into between speci:
interest groups to better utilize the water available.

3. Water conservation measures will not be enough to satisfy the
water deficencies which will occur if the predicted population
increases materialize.

4., An averall organization must be created by the Nevada State 198t

Legislature with legal authority to coordinate programs effectis
water uses, flood control and pollution problems.
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A

LEGAL, PHYSICAL, FINANCIAL & OTHER CONSTRAINTS THAT
HINDER WATER MANAGEMENT.

It is apparent that many water related problems have reached a crisis
situation in the Truckee Meadows. It is further apparent that the problems have
not been addressed on a community wide basis nor in an overall manner to the
best interests of the public as to make the best use of the water available.

The entities involved (Reno, Sparks, Washoe County and the State)
have each, from time to time, individually and sometimes cooperatively, given
some attention to water problems during extreme circumstances, but, in general
have not been constant in their efforts.

Each entity has restrictions due to jurisdiction, special interests, lack
of trained personnel or other reasons. Further, the constant change of elected

officials often brings drastic changes of policy. The results have brought on
water problems we now have.

The Wwater supply of the Truckee Meadows is largely limited to the Orr
Ditch Decree, the annual precipitation in the Sierra Nevada mountains, and to the
available upstream storage. Demands for Truckee River water by the Newlands
project, for maintenance of Pyramid Lake, for fish and wildlife habitat, ete., on
top of urban and agricultural uses in the Truckee Basin far exceeds the flow of the
Truckee River. Therefore, it becomes most important to protect the water available
to the to the Truckee Meadows.

The Sierra Pacific Power Company has done a reasonably good job providing
water service to the community, but since it is a private concern, it does not have
the legal or financial ability to undertake projects in the area of local flood control,
drainage, ditch maintenance, construction of regulatory reservoirs, etc., which are
essential to water management. Since neither Reno, Sparks, or Washoe County are
parties, per se, to the Orr Ditch Decree, Truckee River Agreement, or own water
storage rights in the upstream storage system, it is hard to perceive how these entities
could be- effective in a water management pian. Therefore, it becomes apparent
that some overall agency be created to address the water problem on a community
wide basis. The 1981 State Legislature did not pass Senate Bill 163 as drawn, which
would have created a sub-conservancy district under the State Conservancy
District Act. It did amend the proposal to ask Sparks, Reno and Washoe County
to draw a plan and make cost estimates for the ditch and drainage system of the

Truckee Meadows. This covers only a small fraction of the water problems of the
Truckee Meadows.

The Federal Clean Water Act and State and federal health regulations,
require clean water for the lower Truckee Fishery, for recreation and other uses
all have added restrictions on how the water of the Truckee is used.

With urban development and population increases in the Truckee Basin,
1t is esgential that the local governmental bodies take note and act. That act, in
the opinion of the writer is to create an overall agency that can address the
community water crisis.

~ A Sub-conservancy district, as originaily proposed under SB 163 and -
working with the Carson-Truckee Conservancy District, the State of Nevada and

local agencies would have the opportunity to bring the water program up-to-date
and plan for the future,
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Important dates in history of water usage of the Truckee River.

1844 - Pyramid Lake and Truckee River discovered by Fremont
There were no changes in water uses until 1860

1860-61 —~ First irrigation in Truckee Meadows.

1860-1880 - Irrigation system of ditches completed, 32 ditches.
Irrigated about 30,000 acres

1850~1917 — Period of heavy precipitation.

1202 - Reclamation Act passed by Congress — creating Newlands Froject
This act permitted U.5. to acquire water rights to Truckee River water

for Newlands Project. U.S. purchased storage water rights in Lal
Tahoe and started action to acquire water to irrigate some 232,08

Lo g

acres aof land using both Carson River water and Truckee River waf

Only about &3,000 crop lands and 15,000 acres of pasture developed as
of 1981.

1905 - Construction of Derby caqal started.

1217 - U.S. vs Orr Ditch et al suit filed — Proposal was to establish
existing water rights on the Truckee so that the U.5. could clai
all escess water of the Truckee River.

1929 —~ Washoe County Water Conservation District organized.

1935 - Truckee River agreement signed. This agreement became part of
the Orr Ditch Decree. ‘

1937 - Boca Dam construction started.

1939 - Boca Dam completed. This helped stablize water supply and off
some floocd control.

19244 — U.5. vs Orr Ditch Decree finalized.

This set the amount of water available to Truckee Meadows and
dictated the management of upstream storage.

Late 1940°’s — 1950°s - Movement started for Washoe Project. The purp
was to increase upstream storage and to develop hydro electric
power on both Carson River and Truckee River. '

1957 — Washoe Project approved by Congress.

1959-40 - Vista reef lowered.

1963 - Prosser Creek completed.

1267 - Stampede Dam completed.

1970 - Martis Dam completed.
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Prosser (30.000AF) and Stampede (225,000AF) are storage and flaod
control projects. )

Martis Dam is for flood control and is actually owned by U.S.
Watashamm Dam on the Carson River was never started.

1974-1975 - U.S8. and Indians sued 17,000 water users on the Truckee
River seeking to break the Orr Ditch Decree. The Federal Court

ruled in favor of the defendants. Decision appealed to U.5,
Court of Appeals/1980.

The decision of the Court, June 135, 1981 upheld all water claims
of the Truckee River except those of the TCID (Newlands Froject).

Neither the defendants nor the plaintiff were satisfied with
the Appeal Court’s decision. Both have asked the Appeals Court
to reconsider. This case will probably go to the Supreme Court.

fis of July 1981 the Indians have filed a class action suit in Federal
Court in Sacramento naming as defendants the State of California
and Nevada, TCID, SFP Co., FBYXE and others asking that the court

in effect break the Orr Ditch Decree and grant more water to the
Fyramid Lake Reservation.

Some of the informAation above may have some slight errors, but the
writer hopes that the reader gets a better understanding of the

historical., legal, and physical water problems of the Truckee
Meadows.

Recause of the 30-40 agencies and/or groups having interests in the
Truckee River water, the legal constriants are greater than
physical or financial problems.

It 1s reported that there are over 11 lawsuits filed in various
courts all threatening to essentially change the Orr Ditch Decree.

The latter suit filed by the Justice Department and the Indians a.cuses
the water master of wasting water.
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WATER RIGHTS IN TRUCKEE MEADOWS
ORR DITCH DECREE

The Truckee Meadows in relation to water rights comprises all
irrigated land north of Washoe Hill to Highland and Orr Ditches and from Stateline
at Verdi to Vista, including Pleasant, Steamboard & Spanish Springs valleys.
Total area, approximately 30,000 acres.

Water rights are divided into three categories:

I. Water rights diverted from Truckee River.

II. Water rights using creek waters and including Brown Creek. Galena
Creek, White Creek Thomas Creek, Dry Creek, Evans Creek, Hunter
Creek & others.

1I1. Waste water and miscellaneous sources.

All figures used below are from the Orr Ditch Decree and are total, not individual
figures.

CATEGORY I

Diversion flow Delivery to Land Delivery to Land - Waste and
Sec/ft. Sec/ft. acre/ft Other
788.84 657.94 114,761 7,001

Ditch loss from diversion to land deliver, approximately 16% or 13,000 acre feet.
The 7,001 acre feet of waster water should be almost entirely discounted because
water is no longer available. I & M water allotted to SPPCo by 1944 decree, 29,200 ai
Total of all water rights allatted to Truckee Meadows from Truckee River, 1944 decre

For irrigation 114,761 acre feet
SPPCo 29,200
Total 143,961

CATEGORY II

These water rights have little or no storage and therefore are of uncertain
quantity. These add littie to total water supply for urban use and are not reliable.
Creek water rights (Orr Ditch Decree) mostly southwest Truckee Meadows where
water source is the Carson Range. This includes Galena Creek, Washoe Lake and
Reservoir, Washoe Creek or Upper Steamboat Creek, Steamboat or Galena Creek,
Steamboat Creek, White Creek, Howard Creek Thomas Creek, Evans Creek and
Wheeler Reservoir.

Diversion flow Delivery to Land Delivery to Land
Sec/ft ' Sec/ft Acre/ft
388.02 106.37 - 21,547

During dry years, much less water is available than indicated by water rights.
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Other creek waters include Dog Valley, Dog O'Niel & Sunrise Creek, Sunrise
Creek, Dog Valley Irrigation, Dog Valley Reservoir.

Diversion flow Delivery to Land Delivery to Land
Sec/ft Sec/ft Acre/ft
12.66 12.03 1595

Little or none of the above water rights are available in 1981. Hunter Creek is
valuable to urban supply. 13.6 sec/ft - all water rights owned by SPPCo. The
supply depends upon precipitation.

CATEGORY III

Waste and flood waters. Since these water rights are mostly from drains and

uncertain sources, they are of questionable or little value. From ditches or dry
creeks:

Diversion flow Delivery to land Delivery to land
Sec/ft Sec/ft Acre/ft
16.6 16.6 2664

Drain and waste waters. None of these water rights are available in 1981 because
drains are no longer operating.

Diversion flow Delivery to land - Delivery to land
Sec/It Sec/ft Acre/ft
0 4 1231

Summary of the Water Righta for the Truckee Meadows.

) Approximately 143,000 to 150,000 acre feet direct from Truckee River if
river flow & upstream storage are normal, Some of these rights might be in
question because of non-use. Also, some titles to water rights may not be traceable.
A dry period of two or three years could cause a severe water shortage in the
Truckee Meadows. There are no outside sources of water available to the area.

As of 1981, the SPPCo claims water of approximately 68,000 acre feet.
There are some 10,600 acre feet of Decree water east of Vista is needed in that
area. The Indians have water rights for approximately 30,000 acre feet with a
priority of 1859, the oldest on the Truckee River. The Derby Canal has diverted
in excess of 200,000 acre feet annually to the Newlands project.
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IRRIGATION DELIVERY SYSTEMS IN TRUCKEE MEADOWS IN 1981

There are six irrigation ditches in the Truckee Meadows still delivering
water to agricultural land. (1944 Decree Rights)

Diversion flow Delivery to land Delivery to land
Sec/ft Sec/ft acre/ft
Steamboat 98.87 63.61 16,468
Last Chance 47.35 37.88 8,644
Lake 44.08 35.26 7,948
Orr 87.09 62.70 15,601
Cockran 47.54 44.70 8,151
Pioneer 55.08 46.82 7,678
‘ 372.01 290.81 64,490

Due to urbanization, a large part of the land served by these ditches
are no longer in agricuiture and the water rights either have been sold to Sierra
Pacific Power Company, or are being held by individuals. It is safe to estimate
that well over 50% of the lands involved are now urbanized.

In addtion to the above ditches, probably 200 or 300 acres of land are
being served by the Highland Ditch or by other means. (Example: San Raphael Ranch
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APPENDIX G

Letter, Dated March 20, 1984, to Robert E. Erickson,
Principal Research Analyst, Legislative Counsel
Bureau, from Susan L. Oldham, Senior Attorney,
Sierra Pacific Power Company, Concerning
Sierra Pacific Power Company's Most
Recent Estimated Cost Breakdown of
Watermeter Installation in the
Truckee Meadows, the Status of
the Truckee River Negotiations
with the Pyramid Lake Paiute
Indian Tribe, the Estimated
Cost of a General Water Rate
Proceeding Before the Public
Service Commission of Nevada,
and the Availability of
Federal Grant Funds for
the Installation of
Watermeters
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Sierra Pacific Power Company
LEGAL DEPARTMENT

March 20, 1984

Mr. Bob Erickson
Legislative Council Bureau
Legislative Building
Capitol Complex

Carson City, Nevada 89710

Re: SJR 45

Dear Bob:

Per the request of the Committee, I am transmitting
the following requested information:

l. The last estimated water meter cost break-
down.

2. The status of the Truckee River negotiations
provided to Assemblyman Nevin at his request.

The Committee asked for the cost of a general water
rate proceeding. We estimate that a general water rate
case would run approximately $50,000.

The Committee also asked about the availability of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) grant funds. I did
some investigation of potential sources and it appears
the only program which may be applicable is the Community
Block Grant Program. The City of Reno has agreed to re-
quest an opinion as to whether HUD community block
grant monies could be used for the installation of meters.
The funds, if available, would only be for the needs of
low to moderate income group and not for the entire
service area population.

Sincerely yours,

R 10) Y/

SUSAN L. OLDHAM
Senior Attorney
(702)789-4349

SLO:mj.
Enclosure
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WATER METERS
RETRO-FIT OF RESINENTIAL WATER CUSTOHERS
ESTIMATED PROJECT COSTS
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Sierra Pacific Power Company

LEGAL DEPARTMENT

March 21, 1984

Assemblyman Leonard Nevin .
301 Meadowland Court
Sparks, Nevada 89431

Dear Mr. Nevin:

Pursuant to your request through Tom Young, I am pro-
viding you with the following information on the status of
negotiations relative to Truckee River waters.

On February 29, 1984, all parties to the Truckee River
litigation met to discuss a potential settlement of all
their disputes. The parties seem to be coming closer to an
agreement although none of the participants are willing to
commit to a resolution until there is agreement to all
issues. The reason for this attitude is that the parties
have not yet agreed to the method of opcration of the river
and until they do, there is no way to measure the impact
of a particular requirement.

The group has seclected a drafting committee to draft
legislation which would enable the government to appropriate
$30 million to undertake certain lower river improvement
projects and to create a trust fund to allow economic develop-
ment on the reservation. The drafting committee has met
several times since November 29, and a new draft should be
forthcoming from the Government in the near future.

The Nevada participants have resisted attempts by the
Tribe to make the settlement contingent on a lifting of the
water meter prohibition. Although the Tribe still says
they are adamant about water meters, it appears no federal
settlement money can logically be used for water meters
since Office of Management and Budget has put a cap of $30
million on the settlement and that amount is not enough to
provide for the very necessary lower river restoration
project (replacing the vegetative canopy for temperature
control), and the improvements to the Marble Bluff fishway.
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Assemblyman Leonard Nevin
301 Meadowland Court
Sparks, Nevada 89431

Both of these projects are prerequisites to Sierra's suggested
operation of the River to include Municipal and Industrial
use of Stampede Reservoir.

Sincerely yours,

Kvan 2,

SUSAN L. OLDHAM
Senior Attorney
(702) 789-4349

SLO:mj
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APPENDIX H

"Factual Data on the Washoe Project," Nevada,
prepared by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation,
Sacramento, California,

September 1972
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FACTUAL DATA ON THE WASHOE PROJECT

4

T The Waskue Projel, 5 pact of the Laboawsn Bous develupmieni
tak, B Comprucd ol the drarage Bunas of e Trwaae sl L arsun
ivers Mus of e s1ga B in weH-CEnrsl Nevada, Dt 4 sl puruca

tacads v Corrcnitnl Caliluras i e sty wf Leke an:t

The Nevads puoriea uf (he piupct atcs mududes 1he cuce of
Rensa, Sparss Cormn Cuy, and the agrnubiural cumaunngs of Fallon,
Feraley Mimden, Gardacrnilie, and Deywa The Cabilotaa puttion of
the propct mcludes e cuics of Trookee, Tahor Cuy amd Suwih Lade
Tuehos

Warhue Propect will improve the dcgulation of suoutl ol ihe
Truehes and Carsum River sysicmis 10 permn incrcased bencticul uac for
8 vaixiy o purpores 11 will provele supplesicalal ungatus waer sup-
plier and drswnage fuc prescnidy strgascd Yanuds, watet fur muscpal and
M uads a1 ond [1shcey uacs, flood proteciiue, Mydro skt puwer, other
b sad wildlic beactus, aml tecteanos Jevelvpment.

The Washue Pruject s cumprined ol the Wanatcame and Stam-
de Divivwons Weldsheans Divaws will develup the Carsun River
cu‘ upsiream (sum Labuatad Resecvor and will include wawes supglies
for wigatwn, Jdisirage »ad pomir Sumpcd: Dwawes will further
devebip ihe Truchee Hives bania and lower Cacsun River basin I'ucrun
of s dvismis inchude develupincnt uf water supplies fus munnpal and
duslt el ssch and slautanet W scsorng Pyramad Lake fabery, aod
uther mcasnrcs fuf fish ond wikilile eshanccment Bo divmmas sl
pravaic fBuwd woairul and resicauun beaclias.

WATER SUPPFLY

The Truckee snd Carsos Rivers and thewr tNbulsne see e pra-
cipal slftama 18 the ptu!’eu afen The combined Jrdinage area of ibe two
fivers w appivaimisely 7,700 squacc miics. They drawm the cascon shupe
ul the Sieria Nevada and are ed primianidy by aichting sovw. Theu flows
ar¢ Dogh a0 bt spslag but drop shaiply aler msiswmmer,

The Trabes River heads 21 Lake Tehus amd wrmaasies ac
Pyramud Lake lu poncipal wibotars, 1 oider of mpucianic. are the
Luke Trwmkes Huver, Prower Creek. Donaer Craxk, and Matus Creek.
Ones wibuisica impurisat 10 water-resvvices devclupment ace
Freokwwa Creck, wbuh flows 1aw Washue Lake, aad Sircambons
Cresk, whud flows ium Washug Labc wio the Truckee River. The
aveiage ansust Jucharge of he Truskes Rives sysiem wt ibe Nevada-
Cabiiuenia stute hae u 300,000 acre-iect.

EXITING FEATURES OF OTHER PROJECTY

LAKE TAHUE DAM creaics 732,000 scic leet of controlied
surage sad rcgelsics the ke cudlow wmio 1 Truckes River. Comy-
pleicd w 1913, 2 part of the Newilands Propct, the dan 4 & concrele
snactuic wib 3 Beight of 16 fees sad a cceat lengeh of 109 fonr

BUCA DAM un the Laile Touckee Kivet stuses waset fur Truckee
Hiver regulsuca and iigabius ol lead of ihe Vruckee Swisge sad
Newlaads Projecis The reacivui has a capacuy of 40,900 ecre fect. The
dam, compicicd w1939, 0 30 carlhill, ik taccd sMecturE with &
heoyght of b1o ket and & crest kagih of 1,629 el

DUNNER LAKE STORAGE. The Tradce-Cormue licigauan
Dutrxt sad the Suwers Pacifin Power Compeny have scyuired shurage
tighis ua Dunaer Lake, wuh a capacuy of abous 950 surc-icet oa Doa-
scr Creek, hot uiot e3¢ amd Timhee Raver regulauua

DERBY DIVERSION DAM us the Truckes River about 20 unides
Scluw Reas, duverts waker anio the Trunbee Caaal fur delivery w Laboa-
e Roxervour dad Higabon uf the Nowiaads Pruject laods The Jam n o
cuncrese siuctuce wih o heghs of 31 et and a cren eagid of 1331
fecn.

TRUCKEE CTANAL cawcads irom Derby Diversws Dam w
Laboatas Rescovurr 11 has a leugih ul 32 3 anles and Jo imuial capacily
of 1500 sexuad-feer

LAMONTAN DAM AND KEMLRVOIR ua the mem Carmun
Waver, 18 sules men af Fallun, stuics waicr divered fiom the Truckee
Ruver aboug with the astuiat tlow of \be Carsua River The seservorr has
B capacity of 29) DU ecre feet. The dam, cumpiticd in 1913, 1 20 canth
aud giavel fil] sttuciure with o bheght of 162 fect sod & st beagih of
3. frer

LAHONTAN POWERPLANT wmcdiately beluw  Lahustan
Dawm. wuh & capainty of 1,920 Aw | Bas lacilitics W0 tecewe waied frum
Lanustas Keaetvurr of Trunkee Canal. Adyuiniag this plans 1he Truckec-
Carsos hinigatwos Ditiict installed dacach equepinent b 1949 1o gencraie
2000 \w

¥ CANAL POWERPLANT, built 1 1936 by the Truchee Carson
bagatwa Datnict, it ducsted ue the musa spply Lanal fuc the South Car-
sua Diviswn ol the Newlands Proga §i Kn e wstalied capacuy of
LOW Lw ond s matic head ot 26 jest,

CARSON RIVER DIVERMUN LDAM oo tha Carsua River, 3
obey bolow | jbunian Dem, Jdiverts water uile iwu sina camaly lor
ungatius ul lands s the Cataua Divinion of the Newlauds Propes The
dem ’n B LOBCIEME Miwntus® wath a heaght of 23 fees and 8 cicat leagth of
241 foet

DASTRIBUTION SYSIEMS The Newtands Propat arre cuslams
6% mibey of wansls and 311 sudea o lates in 1r Truskes Sweage
Prugecr sl wonals and duicrals ware built by privaie partus.

DUAINAGE SYSTEMS Tha Mowland Propwct bes sbuwt 345
ey of deep open type daine Lunstiwititd by e Usived Staver acl the
Do ta revkee Swarage Pruwct ihg deacas have been cuamtipe il
by the Ml-llo,l lendomncis
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POWER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM A 73-mul
Ul 3yNem wontlinntcd By the Fiuckher Canon |
s Fuilun, Feraley, Wadiworth, Hestn, Shilwaier. ndian Rewer
vativae, Naval Auathary Ad SLaon, snd maum of ihe rucal scetieg of ibe
Newlands Proger The wriginal Governmear line trom ibe t shuaian
Puweiplaat 10 the Fallun Sub Bas becs Abaud I Duitab
favthitcy were cunsitwicd Dy s Dintswm: and ksl improveaicm
dnucis The Mewlands Propeat puwerpiasts asd Juiiibution tyscm sic
miciconacicd with ihe Seerra Pacdn Pumer Company sysiem and
upcsatcd by 1Rt Compaly usder § i egrecineal.

FPEATURLES OF WASHOL PROJCT
STAMPEDE DIVIMION

PRUSSER CREEX DAM AND RESERVOIR, compleied a
1962, w lucaicd um Prusses Ciccl apprusimascly |-1/2 miles Stuve the
conflucnce uf Prusser Creek end the gmaa River The dam has o true:
turat beighs of 163 (cet nad & weest lengih ob 1,030 feet The reserviar hay
8 capaiity ul X UUG scre beer 1t w used e Nood control 4nd W sore
water fur an eachange of reicascs with Lake Taboe W inipsuve lishery
Nows 1 the Truckee River, principally a he seach tram Lake Tahot 10
the mouh uf Duancs Crees Snca 1a the 1eaervad vty afe Jeveloped
fot ecreatua wic and iBe 1encrvol provades 3 sew fishery

STAMPEDE DAM AND RESERVOIR complered 1 1970 e
bucated un the Littie Truckee River imaliaicly belaw the muuwth of
Davics Urcek and appruaimasciy § mies above the cuaflucace of the Lu-
e Truchce sad Truckee Rivers The dam w of sulled cacth xnd rock bl
CoAMivcliun wilh & Baight of 233 fcey abuve srcembad, & crent leuyth of
1511 fees nnd cmbechsicnt voluwe ol 4:1/2 milbua cubk yards Ynb s
capaoity wof 2127.000 sure fcet, he reservaie devetups muniipsl and -
dustiiel weatts @ addvwa 0 lsuog ul Tlues fur behery ennancement
ak-ay the Trwihes River Juwnsucam liom Deroy Dam aud faviivxs
opcraniun of the Pyramul babc Fubway The toscrvor also provies
sl comrol, reLicaiun «ae, b aew re3ervul fushery, and uiber fubery
tmpfurcoients un she maid Truakee Rives, Lutie Trechee Kiver, sad
Bucs Rexcsvouw

MARBLE BLUFF DAM will be lacawd on the Truckee Ruver
abuwt 3 miles upsicam rum Pyraaind Lake Tho rolled exnth wrwciure
will have o beighi sbove stseamnbed uf 27 fcct 3nd & crest teagih of 3 VOO
fees 1wl funntins (o cheuk Readward duwacutting of ibe fiver channgl
and w halt gromun of ladun laads Masble Blutf Dam will aha scrve s
8 heading 10 wwaiiul watcr supplica usad by the Pyramud Lakc Funway

PYRAMID LAKE FISIIWAY will exicad trom Marble Bluif

Dam sbuut 3 aules s Pyramnd Lake Wil o capacsy of 35 cls, st wall

giu'ldt a passageway for Pycamud Laks fish to move up 1810 the Trwhee

et fut ipdwning Ad setusa iu the lake Am average uf 6,300 acre- ket

annuslly Irom water deveto, by the Stumpaie Divisson of the prupect

will provide puppleaieatal Mluws o Jaciliate (nastmning of 1be Iuhway
durag yeans of luw srcamtiow.

STILLWATER WILDLIFE AREA IMPROVEMENT
FACILITIES wiit be ted w the Sulf Wilalife Managoment
Arca of the luwer Carzun River baria 10 umpruve the water aupply fug
wateifowl Babiint New rescrvon Jupedily (0 ccgutaie svailable water sup-
pirce will be providead by enlargmig the vapacny of Sullwsiee Fuiat Reser-
vuu by abuut 5,000 acre feet and by coasrmcting Paisie Dam and Reser-
vui with & Capacity of sbowl 4 QUG susc-fert A Paute Heservou Supply
Canal will be sunatucied 10 1ake Newilanda Project dram waicr and Car-
swa River apills fium bt lower Carson Ruver w Pamie Reservorr Osher
cuoaveyance lacibuies witl be wonsrucind W oMmprove duinbulios aad
@uvemiot ul drad sad spdl waicss 1o ihe Management Arca

WATASHEAMU DIVISION

WATASHEAMU DAM AND RESERVOIR wiil be locatat oa 1he
East Furl uf the Carson River spproaimatsly 10 mucs suuth uf Gard-
acrvslie The rescrvour witl have & cupacity 160,000 aure-feet W wild
develop an addibunat if1gaon waler supply Mclemas (tom the reacr-
vurd witt slso Be used fuf puwer gencration Ths rescrvowr will olws
provide Nuod contrul end & acw recreaing uie The daat will Be 4 culiad
tanh and rockfilf siruciare with o Seghs of 31U lectabove ureambed. a
crest feagih of 2,050 (e, and cwbsakmcal wlume of 3112 mdlva
Cubc yatda.

DRESSLER DIVERSION DAM AND AFTERBAY will be
bocated va ihe East Forl wt i Carson River sbuut 4-1/2 sdes down-
streaas drom Watasheamy Dau 1t w3l pruvade 3 diversion heading tor
he pturuﬂl Caiswn Canal wad a0 sitcrbay fur ihc Watssbesmu Puower-
plant The alicrbay will bave s copiuily uf 1 U0 acre-teer, and wilt

guiste the dicharge of Walarh Pawciplant (or wrigaiwn we The
diveruoa dam will B¢ 38 CAIth Raictials cmdaniment with » haght of 76
fect abuve siresmbed sad & crest lengih of $00 foer.

CARSON CANAL will catcad spprvinssaicty § milar from ihe
Deenrles Daversion Dam aud Aftechay on e East Furk of 1he Carzn
River tu ahout I anlc beywind the Weat Furk of the Carsoa River [he
Canal wrll have & copanty 08 14U senond tect of 83 puaction wab uhe Wes
Furk The 2-miie estcaniun beywnd West Furk will be relauvely sumsil
The Cattona Conal will cunvey dsluiat Muwa of 1the East Cotzun River
and Walarhcamu Rescivoir surage o gtvnlc Mappicmeatal Gigatue
ht Wen Fork lands  Alpat County, Csisaran and Duugiss Cuumy,
Nevads

LATERAL SYSTEM Lamuag Jdminbutios liierais will be
tehabilnsiod we 43,380 acres wf sapplcmencal mrvine jandy 1 the {ataus
Yalley, Empure, Doytua, sid Furt Chutchit arcas o Meveda 1a Carsun
Valiey vaimately 30 miles of lusrals will be wuproved sad i the
Empere, Dayiva, sad Furt Chusctiill srons st 10 miles of latersls will

g msue feh wuch




DRAINAGE SYSTEM la Carsa Valley aboui JU mues of new
upea womstene diavn and 31 sbn of closed lite Jusis will be -
salled Abuwet 13 suies of sanstiag draias snd Ratuial channcts will be
mpraved The dinia systcor w1l improve land pooductivay sad will
develup prit of IR pioiat Wngaiaa water swpply by feducing wasetul

pu pitsiea frum beacluciel vegeraiion

WATASHEAMU POWERPLANT will b lovased aear the tue ol
Whatashcamu Dams un ihe Eam Furk of the Carpun River sad will be
upersicd by ustural Nluw sad Murage retcaset ftum Wiataskaams Reacr-
vai (o Sicdl dowasieam Urigsters requuements [1 wils be a uagle unit
with an mualied capesny of $.000 aw ki will De sciiautvmita and il
uperait wndes 3 maritiem Uk haad of 261 fert and 3 mean uperatiag
head ol 136 temn.

SUBSTATIONS AND TRANSMISSION SYSTEMS A rwurhyard
witl be coastiycied 8t Walatheame Puwerplaal W 1acrcase 1B vullige of
the puwer generaied 10 69.000 vukia Tranmmunsuoa hiney sbout 19 mulcs
long will bt cuoouiuciod {Tum the Walssheame swilhysrd 0 eamumg
taciluies acar Mindcn. Nevada

STAMPEDE RES

B#OCA ReS

RES

nEt o

PROSSER CRIEX
1o

MUNICIPAL AND INDUSTRIAL WATER SUPPFLY

The propest will pruvidc sbust 43,500 were-ieet of diverubic Ma1
watet abfudily 10 mcet furesccatle fuiure mcrcascs in hid) accds @ e
Rena-Sparks ares, the Truikee River Baus w Caluuram, sod uiher
pussible poiats of use i the prupexy azea The iremendous populatnn
ruwih 1 (he sres, capecisily m e Renu-Sparts and Lake Tahoe
Juss, o biagiag Woavy o s fur add i ME]l water
9t area, esmmaled st 175,000 12 1970, » sapexicd
by the yras 2020

Populatios uf the
w graw 1w 430

WATER MUPPLY FOR FISURRY

As avernge of 6,300 scre-fost aanuelly ol ibe waur spply
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APPENDIX I

A Proposed Amendment to Chapter 533 of Nevada Revised Statutes
to Establish Procedures and Other Requirements for the
State Engineer in Acting on Transfers of Water Between

Counties which was Presented to the Subcommittee by
George Campbell of the Washoe County
District Attorney's Office
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TR LT Legislative
Subcommittee on February 24, 1984,

by George Campbell, Washoe Coynt
District Attorney's Qffice Y

AN ACT relacing to water; establishing procedures
and other requiremeats for the Stace Engineer
in acting on transfers of water between councies.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN SENATE
AND ASSEMPLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 533 of NRS is hereby amended by adding
thereco a new section which shall read as follows:

1'

If the state engineer receives an application for a pernmic

to use water in a councty other than the county in which

it is to be appropriated, or to divert water from or use it

in a different county chan the one in which it is currently

being used, he must process the application as otherwise
required by this Chapter, and if the state engineer deter-
mines cthat the application should be approved, he must as
provided in this section:

a) Enter an order declaring his intent zo approve the
applicacion, stacing findings and conclusions in gup-
port of his {ntended decision, and

b) Refer the application and the declaratory order to the
county of export, with directions to evaluatce in con-
neccion wich cthe proposed approval:

1) The social and economic impact on the county of
expore;

2) The effect on property values in the area from
which che water will be exported;

3) Vhether the water proposed to be exported will be
needed in che future in the county of export; and

4) wWhecher cthe proposed export would require creation
or modification of che conservacion or water resources
element of the regional or mascer plan of the councy of
export aucthorized or required by Chapter 278 of the
NRS.

After the stace engineer has referred to the county of
export his order declaring intenc to approve, the councy
must {nitiate such sctudies and other proceedings as nay be
necessary to evaluate and reach conclusion on the matters
described in subsection 1(b). The evaluacion must be com-
pleted and submitted to che stace engineer within four
years, except that if water studies are pending in the area
of export the evaluation may be submitted wichin four years
of the completion of the water studies.

The state engineer must deny the applicacrion Lf any of the
conclusions of the county of export are supported by sub-
stantial evidence and conclude thac:

a) The proposed export will have a marerially adverse
social or econoric impact on che councy of export;

b) The proposed export will materially reduce the value of
private property in the area froam which the water will
be exported; or

¢) The water proposed to be exported will be needed in che
furure for beneficial uses in the county of export.

Applications exempted from che requirements of this seccion

are:

a) Applicacions for unappropriated water for which the
poinc of diversion is to be located on publicly owned
land and is to be located more than two miles from
privately owned land wichin the county of exporc.
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5.

b) Any applications for the putpose of:
1) stockwater;
2) nining or milling;
J) wunicipal or quasi-municipal purposes if the use is
for buildings which are open to che public generally
or for buildings which are owned and maincained by cﬁe
gtate or a political subdivision for fire protection
educacion and other governmental functions relating to
public healch and safecy, provided that each building
use not more than 4 acre feet per year, and provided
that the building has not been previously served by
water rights existing within or available to the county
of imporc;

¢} Any application made by the state for the purpose of
exercising rights held by or reserved to the state
pursuant to NRS 533.060(4);

d) Any application for which a waiver has been obtained
pursuant to NRS 534.050(4); and

@) Any application which proposes to appropriate and use
the water within a single contiguous parcel of real
property and any application which proposes to change
the place of use or point of diversion, or both, within
a single contiguous parcel of real property;

The requirements of chis section apply to any application
to change manner or place of use of permits or certificaces
1ssued on applicactions which were exempted from the
requirements of this secrion. Any such applicacion shall
be processed as if ic proposed to exporc water from the
county from which the existing permit or cercificate allows
exporc,

Sec. 2. NRS 533.370 is hereby amended to read as
follows:

533.370 1. Except as provided this seccion, in NRS
533.372 and [chis section,] section | of this act, the
stace engineer shall approve an applicacion submitted in
proper form which concemplaces che applicacion of water teo
beneficial use {f: -

(a) The application is accompanied by the prescribed
fees; and .

(b) The proposed use or change, i{f within an trrigation
district, does not adversely affect che cost of water for
other holders of water rights in che districc or lessen the
district's efficiency in its delivery or use of water.

2. The state engineer shall either approve or reject
each applicacion within 1 year after che final date. for
filing protest; but:

(a) Accion can be postponed by the state engineer upon
written authorization to do so hy the applicant or, in case
of a protesced application, bv both the protestant and the
applicant; and :

4 In areas where water supply scudies are being made
or where court actions are pending, the state engineer nay

.withhold action uatil it is determined there 13 unappro-

priated water or the court action becomes final.

3. vWhere there i3 no unappropriated water in the pro-
posed source of supply, or where ics proposed use or change
conflicrs with exiscing rights, or threacens to prove
detrimental co the publice interest, the state engineer
shall reject the application and refuse to issue the permit
asked for. Where a previous applicaction for a similar use
of water within the same basin has been rejected on these
grounds, the new applicaction may be denled without publica-
cion.

132



4, The rejection or approval of an applicacion must he
endorsed on a copy of the original application, and a
record made of the endorsemeat in the records of the srate
engineer. The copy of the application so endorsed must be
- returned to the applicanc. 1If the applicacion is approved,

the applicant is authorized, on receipt thereocf, to proceed
with the construction of the necessary work and to take all
stpes required to apply the water to beneficial use and to
perfect the proposed appropriation. TIf the application is
rejected the applicanct may take no steps toward the pros-
ecution of the proposed work or the diversion and use of

the public water so long as the rejection continues in
force.
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S-143.....

VIII. SUGGESTED LEGISLATION

.Broadens restrictions on domestic
outlets that reduce consumption of
water

..Requires fees collected by state

engineer to be placed in-fund for

water research. ... ..ot inneenns

.Requires enactment by certain cities

and towns of ordinance requiring

watermetersS,. .cieeernersncnssoacacanas

Amends Senate Concurrent Resolution
No. 45 of 62nd session to require
restriction on diversion of water
from certain counties to expire

on adjournment of 63rd session.......

Changes number of board members
required to take action for Washoe

County Metropolitan Water Authority..
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SUMMARY~-Broadens restrictions on domestic outlets that reduce
consumption of water. (BDR 40-140)

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No.

Effect on the State or on Industrial
Insurance: No.

AN ACT relating to the consumption of water; broadening the
restrictions on domestic outlets; and providing other mat-
ters properly relating thereto.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN SENATE

AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. NRS 445.017 is hereby amended to read as follows:
445.017 1. Except as provided in subsection 2, no shower

apparatus or indoor faucet may be installed after July 1, 1978:

(a) In any new hotel, motel, apartment house or dwelling; or
(b) As part of an addition to or renovation of any hotel,
motel, apartment house or dwelling,
if the apparatus or faucet uses more than 4 gallons of water per
minute.

2. A shower apparatus or indoor faucet which uses more than 4

gallons of water per minute may be installed if it is equipped
with a device to reduce water consumption to 4 gallons of water
or less per minute.

3. The city or county, acting through its building department
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or public works department, if any, shall adopt and enforce regu-
lations to enforce the restrictions imposed by this section.

Sec. 2. This act becomes effective on January 1, 1986.
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SUMMARY--Requires fees collected by state engineer to be placed
in fund for water research. (BDR 48-141)

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No.

Effect on the State or on Industrial
Insurance: Yes.

AN ACT relating to the state engineer; requiring fees collected
to be placed in the fund for water research; restricting
expenditures from the fund:; and providing other matters
properly relating thereto.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN SENATE

AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 533 of NRS is hereby amended by adding
thereto the provisions set forth as sections 2 and 3 of this act.

Sec. 2. 1. The fund for water research is hereby created as a

special revenue fund in the state treasury. The proceeds of the

fees levied pursuant to NRS 533.435 must be credited to the fund

for water research and all refunds pursuant to NRS 533.435 must

be paid from the fund.

2. Expenditures from the fund for water research may be made

only if matching federal money is available and only for:

(a) Microfilming records filed with the state engineer, includ-

ing maps and other documents, up to the sum of $25,000;

(b) Research, recommended by the state angineer, in matters

related to water resources; and
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(c) Administrative, per diem and travel expenses related to an

approved research project.

All expenditures from the fund must be approved by the state

board of examiners.

3. The interest and income earned on the money in the fund

after deducting any applicable charges must be credited to the

fund.

Sec. 3. The state engineer may enter into agreements with the

United States or its agencies for the matching of federal money

as required under the laws of the United States.

Sec. 4. NRS 533.435 is hereby amended to read as follows:

533.435 1. The state engineer shall collect the following

fees:

For examining and filing an application for a
permit to appropriate water........ccceeoeiae..... $100.00
This fee includes the cost of publica-
tion, which is $25.
For examining and acting upon plans and speci-
fications for construction of a dam, in

addition to the actual cost of inspection........ 100.00
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For examining and filing an application for
each permit to change the point of diver-
sion, manner of use, or place of Use......oceu.an. 40.00
This fee includes the cost of the per-
mit and the publication of such an
application, which is $25.
For issuing and recording each permit to
appropriate water for any purpose, except
for generating hydroelectric power which
results in nonconsumptive use of the water
or watering livestock, for each second-
foot of water applied for or fraction
thereof.. it itertetoesonssssoanarnsaasas 100.00
For issuing and recordihg each permit to
appropriate water for watering livestock,
for each second-foot of water applied for
or fraction thereof... ..ttt ineeennnannns . 50.00
For issuing and recording each permit to
appropriate water for generating hydro-
electric power which results in
nonconsumptive use of the water for each
second-foot of water applied for or frac-

10N thereOf .. v e eeeeeerereososssonssanecsscsnssss 100.00
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For

For

For

For

For

For

For

For

For

This fee must not exceed $1,000.

filing a secondary permit under a reser-

VOIr permit.. ...t inneinnnccesoccannnnnss

approving and recording a permit under a

reservoir permit......... b e et
filing proof of completion Of WOrk..........
filing proof of beneficial use.....cecuvuuns

filing any pProtest...cieiioececccrccsencanoas

filing any application for extension of

time within which to file proofs..... e

filing any assignment or water right deed,

for each water right assigned, actual cost

Of the WOrk UPp tO.e. v iertervrraconoraonnans

filing any other instrument......ccsccceeee

making copy of any document recorded or

filed in his office, for the first 100

WOLA S e v v vt s s osocnsosssossaccsacancsocsasassssseaes

For each additional 100 words or frac-

tion thereof.cice et et i e rotssceanesos

Where the amount exceeds $5, then only
the actual cost in excess of that

amount may be charged.
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10.00

1.00
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For certifying to copies of documents, records

or maps, for each certificate.....vceiriecnreceans 1.00
For each blueprint copy of any drawing or map,

per square foot. ... v ittt e .15

The minimum charge for a blueprint

copy, per print................ e cee 1.00

2. When fees are not specified in subsection 1 for work
required of his office, the state engineer shall collect the
actual cost of the work.

3. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, all fees
collected by the state engineer under the provisions of‘this sec-—
tion must be deposited in the state treasury for credit to the

tgeneral fund.] fund for water research. All fees received for

blueprint copies of any drawing or map must be kept by him and
used only to pay the costs of printing and maintenance of print-
ing equipment. Any publication fees received which are not used
by him for publication expenses must be veturned to the persong
who paid the fees. If, after exercising due diligence, the state
engineer is unable to make the refunds, he shall deposit the fees
in the state treasury for credit to the [general fund.] fund for

water research. The state engineer may mairntain, with the

approval of the state board of examiners, « checking account in
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any bank qualified to handle state money to carry out the provi-
sions of this subsection. The bank account must be secured by a
depository bond satisfactory to the state board of examiners to

the extent the account is not insured by the Federal Deposit

Insurance Corporation.
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SUMMARY--Requires enactment by certain cities and towns of
ordinance requiring water meters. (BDR 58-142)

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: Yes.
Effect on the State or on industrial
Insurance: No.

AN ACT relating to water meters; requiring ordinance to be
enacted by certain cities and towns; requiring approval of
that ordinance by the registered voters of the city or town:
and providing other matters properly relating thereto.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN SENATE

AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. NRS 704.230 is hereby amended to read as follows:
704.230 1. Except as otherwise provided in this section , in

an ordinance approved by a vote of the people or in any special

law for the incorporation of a city, it is unlawful for any pub-
lic utility, for any purpose cor object whatever, in any city or
town containing more than 7,500 inhabitants, to install, operéte
or use, within such city or town, any mechanical [watermeter, ]

water meters or similar mechanical device, to measure the quan-

tity of water delivered to residential water users.,
2. A public utility which furnishes watev shall file with the
commission a schedule establishing a separate individual and

joint rate or charge for residential users who have installed
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[watermeters] water meters or similar devices to measure the con-

sumption of water.

3. A [watermeter] water meter or similar device may be

installed to measure the consumption of water by a residential
customer only:

(a) With the consent of the customer; and

(b) To obtain information concerning a representative sample of
residential customers [in order] to determine what benefits, if
any, would be derived from the installation and use of

{watermeters] water meters for residential customers generally.

Unless the residential customer has agreed, in writing, to pay
the separate rate, the public utility shall charge the residen-~
tial customer for whom such a meter is installed the same amount
for water used as if no meter had been installed.

4. This section does not apply to cities and towns owning and
operating municipal waterworks, or to cities and towns located in
counties having a population of 250,000 or mcre.

Sec. 2. 1In each city or town:

1. Which does not require the insfallation of residential
water meters or similar devices for measuring the gquantity of
water provided for customers of a public utility; and

2. Which has a population of more than 7,500 but less than

250,000,
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the governing body shall, by ordinance, provide that the instal-
lation of residential water meters will be required. Upon enact-
ment of the ordinance, the governing body shall submit the ordi-
nance to the registered voters of the city or town at a special
election within 3 months after enactment of the ordinance or at
the general election on November 4, 1986, whichever is earlier.
The voters shall vote on the question of requiring such residen-
tial water meters. If a majority of the votes cast approve the
guestion, the ordinance becomes effective upon certification of
the vote by the county clerk. If a majority of the votes cast

disapprove the question, the ordinance does not become effective.
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SUMMARY~~Amends Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 45 of 62nd
session to require restriction on diversion of water
from certain counties to expire on adjournment of 63rd
session. (BDR 144)

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION--Amending Senate Concurrent Resoclu-
tion No. 45 of the 62nd session to require the restriction
on the diversion of water from certain counties to expire on
adjournment of the 63rd session.

RESOLVED BY THE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, THE
CONCURRING, That the fifth resolving clause of Senate Concurrent
Resolution No. 45 of the 62nd session is hereby amended to read
as follows:

RESOLVED, That the state engineer shall not act on an appli-

~ cation to divert water from a county having a population of

more than 13,000 to a county having a population of 250,000
or less until:

1. The county from which the water would be exported has
completed any study it is conducting of the supply and manage-
ment of water in the county: [and] or

2. The legislative commission has completed its study con-
ducted pursuant to this resolution, its report has been sub-
mitted to the legislature, and the 63rd session of the legis-

lature has adjourned; and be it further
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SUMMARY--Changes number of board members required to take action
for Washoe County Metropolitan Water Authority. (BDR S-
143)

FISCAL NOTE: - Effect on Local Government: No.
Effect on the State or on Industrial
Insurance: No.

AN ACT relating to the Washoe County Metropolitan Water Author-
ity:; changing the number of board members required to take
action; and providing other matters properly relating
thereto.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN SENATE

AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 6 of chapter 487, Statutes of Nevada 1983,
at page 1311, is hereby amended to read as follows:
Sec. 6. 1. The authority is governed by a board of
directors consisting of:
(a) Four members of the Reno city council, designated by
that council.
(b) Two members of the board of county commissioners of
Washoe County, designated by that board.
(c) Two members of the Sparks city council, designated by

that council.
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(d) One member who is a representative of the general pub-
lic to be designated by the members of the board repre-
senting the Reno city council.

2. The members of the board shall elect a chairman from
among themselves.

3. The board shall meet at the call of the chairman and
as frequently as the board deems necessary.

4. No meeting of the board may commence or continue
unless a quorum of at least a majority of the members
of the board is present. [A majority vote of the quorum

present] A vote of at least six members of the board is

required to take action with respect to any matter.
5. Members of the becard serve without compensation,
except that they are entitled to reasonable travel
expenses and the subsistence allowance provided for
county officers and employees for attendance at meet-
ings and conduct of other business of the authority.
6. The board may adopt a seal and alter it at its plea-

sure.
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