PROPOSED REGULATION OF THE
STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY
L CB File No. R015-05

August 1, 2005

EXPLANATION — Matter initalicsis new; matter in brackets [emitted-material] is material to be omitted.

AUTHORITY': 881-9, NRS 639.070, 639.071 and 639.072.

A REGULATION relating to pharmacies; authorizing the use of off-site service providers of
pharmaceutical services by certain pharmacies |ocated within hospitals and correctional
institutions; and providing other matters properly relating thereto.

Section 1. Chapter 639 of NAC is hereby amended by adding thereto the provisions set
forth as sections 2 to 8, inclusive, of this regulation.

Sec. 2. Asusedin sections 2 to 8, inclusive, of thisregulation, unless the context
otherwise requires, the words and terms defined in sections 3, 4 and 5 of thisregulation have
the meanings ascribed to them in those sections.

Sec. 3. “Correctional ingtitution” hasthe meaning ascribed to it in NAC 639.4465.

Sec. 4. “Off-site service provider” means a pharmacy that provides remote prescription
processing services to a hospital or correctional institution that is owned by the same entity as
the pharmacy or with which the pharmacy has contracted to provide remote prescription
processing services.

Sec. 5. “Remote prescription processing services’ means nondispensary pharmaceutical
services provided by an off-site service provider in lieu of those services being provided by a

pharmacy located in a hospital or correctional institution and includes, without limitation:
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1. Recelving, interpreting and clarifying a prescription received from a hospital or
correctional institution.

2. Entering information regarding a prescription into the computerized data system of a
hospital or correctional institution.

3. Transferring information regarding a prescription from the off-site service provider to
members of the staff of the hospital or correctional institution that submitted the prescription.

4. Interpreting clinical data regarding a patient of a hospital or correctional institution.

5. Performing therapeutic interventions regarding a patient of a hospital or correctional
institution for whom a prescription has been received by the off-site service provider.

6. Providing information to the appropriate staff of a hospital or correctional institution
regarding a prescription submitted by the hospital or correctional institution.

7. Providing information regarding the treatment of a patient of a hospital or correctional
institution for whom a prescription has been received by the off-site service provider.

Sec. 6. A pharmacy located within a hospital or correctional institution that isrequired to
have a full-time managing pharmacist pursuant to NAC 639.465 may satisfy that requirement
by:

1. Operating at all times; or

2. Employing a pharmacist who is on duty at all timesthat the pharmacy is operating and
either:

(&) Employing a pharmacist who is available at all times that the pharmacy is not
operating; or

(b) Contracting with an off-site service provider that is available at all timesthat the

pharmacy is not operating.
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Sec. 7. 1. A pharmacist who is employed by an off-site service provider to provide
remote prescription processing services to a hospital or correctional institution pursuant to
section 6 of thisregulation must:

(a) Belicensed to practicein Nevada;

(b) Betrained in the policies and procedures of the hospital or correctional institution
regarding all policies and procedures of the hospital or correctional institution with which the
pharmacist must comply, including, without limitation, the provision of pharmaceutical
services, security and confidentiality of patient records;

(c) Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, be provided with the same computerized
system and access to data regarding a patient for whom a prescription has been submitted that
would be available to a pharmacist employed by the pharmacy located within the hospital or
correctional ingtitution, including, without limitation:

(1) The height, weight and age of the patient;

(2) The medical records regarding any medications prescribed to the patient;

(3) Theresultsof any relevant laboratory tests, to the extent that those results are
available in the computerized system of the hospital or correctional institution;

(4) Thehealth history and notes regarding physical examinations, to the extent that the
information is available in the computerized system of the hospital or correctional institution;

(5) Any notes provided by a physician, nurse or other medical staff of the institution, to
the extent that those notes are available in the computerized system of the hospital or
correctional institution;

(6) A legible copy of the prescription that is available through a scanned imagein the

computerized system of the hospital or correctional institution or by facsimile machine; and
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(7) Any other information that is available in the computerized system of the hospital or
correctional institution that isrelevant or necessary for the pharmacist to provide
pharmaceutical services, and

(d) Demonstrate to the off-site service provider that the pharmacist is competent and
knowledgeable in the use of the computerized system of the hospital or correctional institution
and in providing pharmaceutical servicesin a hospital or correctional institution.

2. Before a pharmacist who is employed by an off-site service provider provides remote
prescription processing servicesto a hospital or correctional institution, the pharmacist must
review any relevant information regarding the patient for whom a prescription has been
submitted. The pharmacist must, before approving a prescription to be filled, evaluate:

(&) Theoverutilization or underutilization of a medication;

(b) Therapeutic duplication;

(c) The appropriateness of the prescribed dosage and method of administration;

(d) The appropriateness of the directions for use of the medication;

(e) Theappropriateness of the duration of the treatment with the prescribed medication;

(f) Any contraindications of the medication and a particular disease, ailment or allergy of
the patient;

(g) Any contraindications or interactions between multiple medications prescribed for the
patient; and

(h) The potential abuse or misuse of a medication.

3. In an emergency, a pharmacist may render remote prescription processing services

without being provided with all of the information required by paragraph (b) of subsection 2 if
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the pharmacist believes, in his professional judgment, that he has received sufficient
information from the staff of the hospital or correctional institution to render the services.

4. A pharmacist who is employed by an off-site service provider may refuse to approve the
filling of a prescription if, in the judgment of the pharmacist, the prescription is not safe or
reasonable for the patient. A pharmacist who refuses to approve thefilling of a prescription
pursuant to this subsection must notify the hospital or correctional institution as soon as
practicable that he has refused to approve thefilling of the prescription.

5. Each timethat a pharmacist who is employed by an off-site service provider provides
remote prescription processing services pursuant to this section, the pharmacist shall make a
notation in the computerized system of the hospital or correctional institution that indicates:

(@ Thenameor other identifier of the pharmacist;

(b) The date and time that the pharmacist provided the services and, if applicable,
approved thefilling of a prescription; and

(c) The specific services provided by the pharmacist.

6. Themanaging pharmacist of a pharmacy that has a contract with or is owned by the
same entity as an off-site service provider may limit the remote prescription processing
services provided by a pharmacist employed by the off-site service provider.

Sec. 8. Each off-site service provider shall establish and follow policies and procedures
for:

1. Protecting the confidentiality and integrity of patient information;

2. Assuring that pharmacists employed by the off-site service provider comply with the

provisions of section 7 of thisregulation;

--5--
L CB Draft of Proposed Regulation R015-05



3. Complying with all applicable state and federal statutes, regulations and rules,
including, without limitation, maintaining records;

4. Ensuring that itsrecords are made readily accessible to members of the Board and
employees, agents and designees of the Board,;

5. Conducting an ongoing program for the improvement of the provision of
pharmaceutical servicesthat isdesigned to objectively and systematically monitor and evaluate
the quality and appropriateness of patient care, improve patient care and resolve problems
identified by the program;

6. Performing an annual review of the program conducted pursuant to subsection 5;

7. Assuring that the pharmacists employed by the off-site service provider are able to
communicate with identified employees of the hospital or correctional institution as necessary
to provide pharmaceutical services, including, without limitation, communicating with
pharmacists employed by the hospital or correctional institution; and

8. Theprovision of pharmaceutical services at times when the off-site service provider
temporarily or permanently cannot provide such services.

Sec. 9. NAC 639.465 is hereby amended to read as follows:

639.465 1. [Each} Except asotherwise provided in section 6 of thisregulation, each
pharmacy located in a:

(&) Hospital with 100 beds or more; or

(b) Correctional institution housing 1,500 inmates or more,
= must have one full-time managing pharmacist. That pharmacist may be a managing
pharmacist for only one such pharmacy.

2. Each pharmacy located in a
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(@) Hospital with less than 100 beds; or
(b) Correctional facility housing less than 1,500 inmates,
= must have one managing pharmacist who is retained as a consultant, or who is employed part

time or full time.
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