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PROPOSED REGULATION OF THE  

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

LCB File No. R050-16 

March 28, 2016 

EXPLANATION – Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 

 

AUTHORITY: §§1 and 2, NRS 385.080 and 385.448. 
 

A REGULATION relating to education; revising the minimum passing score for certain high 
school equivalency assessments; revising the required scores on certain high school 
equivalency assessments needed to waive credits; and providing other matters properly 
relating thereto. 

 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Existing law requires the State Board of Education to select an assessment which enables 
a person who satisfies certain requirements to demonstrate that he or she has achieved an 
educational level which is an acceptable substitute for completing a high school education by 
taking a high school equivalency assessment. (NRS 385.448) Existing regulations: (1) adopt the 
General Educational Development Test, the HiSET Exam and the Test Assessing Secondary 
Completion as high school equivalency assessments; and (2) prescribe the minimum passing 
score for each assessment. (NAC 385.408) Section 1 of this regulation changes, from 150 to 450, 
the minimum passing score for the General Education Development Test, if the test was taken 
before January 1, 2014. Section 1 also provides that 145 is the minimum passing score for the 
General Education Development Test, if the test was taken on or after January 1, 2014.  

 Existing regulations authorize a person who passes the tests of general educational 
development to waive the units of credit required for an adult standard diploma if he or she: (1) 
is at least 18 years of age; or (2) is at least 17 years of age and is enrolled in an alternative 
program for the education of pupils at risk of dropping out of school established by a school 
district pursuant to NRS 388.537. (NAC 385.404, 389.694) Existing regulations also prescribe 
the minimum score that is required to waive credits and the corresponding number of credits 
which can be waived. Section 2 of this regulation revises the minimum scores required on the 
General Education Development Test in order to waive certain numbers of credits. 

 Section 1.  NAC 385.408 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 385.408  1.  Pursuant to NRS 385.448, the State Board hereby selects the following as high 

school equivalency assessments: 
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 (a) The General Educational Development Test; 

 (b) The HiSET Exam; and 

 (c) The Test Assessing Secondary Completion. 

 2.  The minimum passing score: 

 (a) For the General Educational Development Test is a standard score of [150] at least 450 on 

each of the four subtests [.] , if the test was taken before January 1, 2014.  

 (b) For the General Educational Development Test is a standard score of at least 145 on 

each of the four subtests, if the test was taken on or after January 1, 2014. 

 (c) For the HiSET Exam is a standard score of 8 on each of the five subtests and an average 

standard score of 9 on the five subtests. 

 [(c)] (d) For the Test Assessing Secondary Completion is a standard score of 500 on each of 

the five subtests. 

 Sec. 2.  NAC 389.694 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 389.694  1.  Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person who is 18 years of age or 

older and who seeks an adult standard diploma may waive units of credit for language arts, 

mathematics, science and social studies by taking a high school equivalency assessment in those 

subjects. A person who seeks an adult standard diploma who is at least 17 years of age but less 

than 18 years of age and who is enrolled in an alternative program for the education of pupils at 

risk of dropping out of school established by a school district pursuant to NRS 388.537 may 

waive units of credit pursuant to this section. 

 2.  The maximum number of credits which may be waived in the areas of language arts, 

mathematics and science must be based on the number of credits previously earned which meet 

the minimum requirements for course content outlined in NAC 389.450 to 389.511, inclusive, 
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and the credits waived upon the completion of a high school equivalency assessment selected 

pursuant to NRS 385.448. 

 3.  Credits in elective courses may be waived only in the area of social studies. The 

maximum number of credits which may be waived in the area of social studies must be based on 

a high school equivalency assessment selected pursuant to NRS 385.448. 

 4.  The following tables set forth the scores which a person must achieve on a high school 

equivalency assessment to waive credits in required and elective courses and the corresponding 

number of units which may be waived: 

 

General Educational Development Test (2002 Series) 

 

  Maximum Number of Units 

 Designation of For Score of For Score of 

Subject Test 450 to 499.9 500 or higher 

    

English I and IV (average) 2 4 

Mathematics V 1 3 

Science III 1 2 

Social Studies II 1 2 

 

General Educational Development Test (2014 Series) 

 

  Maximum Number of Units 
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 Designation of For Score of For Score of 

Subject Test [150] 145 to [162] 

157 

[163] 158 or higher 

    

Language Arts I 2 4 

Mathematics II 1 3 

Science III 1 2 

Social Studies IV 1 2 

 

HiSET Exam (2014 Series) 

 

  Maximum Number of Units 

 Designation of For Score of For Score of 

Subject Test 10 or 11 12 or higher 

    

Language Arts I and V (average) 2 4 

Mathematics II 1 3 

Science III 1 2 

Social Studies IV 1 2 

 

Test Assessing Secondary Completion (2014 Series) 

 

  Maximum Number of Units 
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 Designation of For Score of For Score of 

Subject Test 500 to 529 530 or higher 

    

Language Arts I and V (average) 2 4 

Mathematics II 1 3 

Science III 1 2 

Social Studies IV 1 2 

 


