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LEGISLATIVE REVIEW OF ADOPTED REGULATIONS AS REQUIRED BY 

NRS 233B.066 

LCB FILE R124-21 
 

 

The following statement is submitted for adopted amendments to Nevada Administrative 

Code (NAC) Chapter 640. 

 

1. A clear and concise explanation of the need for the adopted regulation. 

  

This adopted regulation is necessary to update the regulations to comply with recent 

statutory changes  

  

2. A description of how public comment was solicited, a summary of public response, 

and an explanation how other interested persons may obtain a copy of the 

summary.  

  

Copies of the proposed regulations, notices of workshop and notices of intent to act 

upon the regulation were sent by U.S. mail, fax and email to persons who were known 

to have an interest in changes to NAC 640 as well as any persons who had specifically 

requested such notice. These documents were also made available at the website of the 

Nevada Physical Therapy Board, https://ptboard.nv.gov, mailed to county libraries in 

Nevada, the Nevada State Library and Archives Administrator and posted at the 

following locations: 

  

Notice of this hearing was posted at the following public locations:   

• State Capitol Building, 1st & 2nd Floors, 101 North Carson Street 

• Nevada Legislative Building, 401 South Carson Street, Carson City, NV 89701 

• Nevada State Library, 100 N. Stewart Street, Carson City, NV 89701 

• Nevada State Business Center, 3300 W. Sahara Ave., LV, NV 89102 

• Grant Sawyer State Office Building, 555 E. Washington Ave, LV, NV 89101 

• Nevada Physical Therapy Board, 3291 N. Buffalo Dr. St 100, LV, NV 89129 

  

Notice of this hearing was posted on the following website(s): 

• https://ptboard.nv.gov 

• https://notice.nv.gov/ 

• https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/Notice/A/  

 

Interested persons can obtain a copy of the summary of the public response to the 

proposed regulation from the Nevada Physical Therapy Board, 3291 N. Buffalo Drive, 

Suite 100, Las Vegas, Nevada 89129, 702-876-5535, or email to 

aramirez@govmail.state.nv.us.  

 

3. The number of persons who: 

a) Attended each hearing:  11/12/2021 – 43; 12/5/2022 – 44 

https://ptboard.nv.gov/
https://ptboard.nv.gov/
https://notice.nv.gov/
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/Notice/A/
mailto:aramirez@govmail.state.nv.us
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b) Testified at each hearing: 11/12/2021 – 4; 12/5/2022 – 17 

c) Submitted to the agency written comments: 17 

   

4. A summary of written public comments, names, and name of entity or organization 

represented, for persons identified above in #4, as provided to the agency, is attached 

as Exhibit A & Exhibit B.  Written public comments are provided in their entirety in 

Exhibit C. 

  

5. A description of how comment was solicited from affected businesses, a summary 

of their response, and an explanation how other interested persons may obtain a 

copy of the summary. 

  

Comments were solicited from affected businesses in the same manner as they were 

solicited from the public. Pursuant to NRS 233B.0608 (2)(a), the Nevada Physical 

Therapy Board requested input from stakeholders, small businesses, and licensees that 

are likely to be affected by the proposed regulations. Small Business Impact 

Questionnaires were sent to approximately 3,100 licensees of the Nevada Physical 

Therapy Board and the state chapter of the American Physical Therapy Association, 

with proposed changes to NAC 640, on September 20, 2021, October 20, 2021, and on 

July 22, 2022. The Board continued to accept input on the impact of the proposed 

regulation on small businesses through December 5, 2022. The questionnaire contained 

the following questions:  

  

a) How many employees are currently employed by your business?  

b) Will a specific regulation have an adverse economic effect upon your 

business?  

c) Will the regulation(s) have any beneficial effect upon your business?  

d) Do you anticipate any indirect adverse effects upon your business?  

e) Do you anticipate any indirect beneficial effects upon your business? 

 

Summary of responses. 

 
Will a specific 

regulation have an 

adverse economic 

effect upon your 

business? 

Will the regulation(s) 

have any beneficial 

effect upon your 

business? 

Do you anticipate 

any indirect adverse 

effects upon your 

business? 

Do you anticipate 

any indirect 

beneficial effects 

upon your business? 

Yes – 5 

No – 1 

Unknown - 0 

Yes – 1 

No – 5 

Unknown - 0 

Yes – 5 

No – 1 

Unknown - 0 

Yes – 1 

No –   5 

Unknown - 0 

 

Number of 

Respondents 

out of 3,100 

Adverse 

economic 

effect 

Beneficial 

effect 

Indirect 

adverse 

effects? 

Indirect 

beneficial 

effect? 
6 5 1 5 1 
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A copy of this summary of the response to the proposed regulation may be 

obtained from the Nevada Physical Therapy Board, 3291 N. Buffalo Drive, Suite 

100, Las Vegas, Nevada 89129, 702-876-5535, or email to 

aramirez@govmail.state.nv.us.  

 

6. If the regulation was adopted without changing any part of the proposed 

regulation, a summary of the reasons for adopting the regulation without change.  

 

The permanent regulation was adopted on December 5, 2022, with no additional 

changes, after consideration of public comment.  The agency concluded that the 

proposed regulations would produce a negligible impact on small businesses due to 

restrictions on the use of unlicensed technicians. Additionally, the Board concluded 

that there would be no adverse impact from a fee increase covering the review and 

approval process for continuing education courses.  

 

7. The estimated economic effect of the adopted regulation on the businesses which 

it is to regulate and on the public.  These must be stated separately, and each case 

must include:  

a) Both adverse and beneficial effects; and 

b) Both immediate and long-term effects.   

  

Adverse and beneficial effects on small businesses: 

 

The adopted regulation restricts the use of aides or other unlicensed persons 

who perform treatments related to physical therapy.  This is expected to have 

an adverse effect on businesses who utilize unlicensed personnel versus 

paying higher salaries to skilled, licensed personnel. However, less than one 

percent of licensees and small businesses indicated that the regulation would 

have an adverse economic effect immediate and long-term.  Beneficial effects 

include the removal of barriers to full time employment for physical therapist 

assistants.  

 

  Adverse and beneficial effects on the public: 

 

 The adopted regulation is not expected to have an adverse effect on the public. 

Consumers of physical therapy services will receive immediate and long-term 

benefits from increased access to care and public protection and safety. 

 

8. The estimated cost to the agency for enforcement of the proposed regulation.  
  
There is no additional cost to the agency for enforcement of this regulation. 

 

9. A description of any regulations of other state or government agencies which the 

proposed regulation overlaps or duplicates and a statement explaining why the 

duplication or overlapping is necessary.  If the regulation overlaps or duplicates a 

federal regulation, the name of the regulating federal agency. 

 

mailto:aramirez@govmail.state.nv.us
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There are no other state or government agency regulations that the proposed regulation 

duplicates. 

 

10. If the regulation includes provisions that are more stringent than a federal regulation 

which regulates the same activity, a summary of such provisions. 

  

There are no federal regulations that apply. 

  

11. If the regulation provides a new fee or increases an existing fee, the total annual amount 

the agency expects to collect and the manner in which the money will be used. 

 

The regulation does not include new fees.  The regulation includes the following fee 

adjustments.  The Board projects a net increase in revenue of approximately $5,000 which 

will be used to help fund the implementation and support of a comprehensive continuing 

education compliance tool that will present licensees with a searchable course database of 

approved providers and courses and streamline the Boards audit process for verifying license 

renewal requirements.  

• Fee Reduction: List of primary professional addresses of licensees from $50 to $25. 

• Fee Reduction: Reinstatement of an expired PT license from $300 to $150. 

• Fee Reduction: Reinstatement of an expired PTA license from $200 to $100 

• Fee Increase:   Requests to consider approval of a program of continuing competency 

pursuant to subsection 4 of NRS 640.150.  

o Programs worth 0 – 5.9 units- increase from $10 to $50. 

o Programs worth 6 – 10.9 units – increase from $30 to $50. 
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From: Andrea Avruskin <aavruskin@pmi.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, November 17, 2022 3:16 PM 
To: April Ramirez <aramirez@govmail.state.nv.us> 
Subject: Suggestions for edits to NAC changes 
  
WARNING - This email originated from outside the State of Nevada. Exercise caution when 
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 
Good afternoon, 
I read through the proposed NAC changes, and have some suggestions for revisions. 
Some suggestions are for grammar or DEI purposes. 
 
Others are to make wording more consistent and less confusing. 
I hope you will consider using some of these suggestions. 
 
Sincerely, 
Andrea Avruskin 
 
 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR CORRECTIONS 

1.       NAC 640.008 Line 3-4  the direction or assistance provided to a student 
of physical therapy or physical therapy assistant program 

Change to 

the direction or assistance provided to a student of physical therapy or 
physical therapist assistant program 
  

2.       NAC 640.510 1. Each physical therapist or physical therapist assistant 
must certify completion of the required competence units specified in NAC 
640.400 in his or her renewal application 

Change to 

  
1.       Each physical therapist or physical therapist assistant must 
certify completion of the required competence units specified in 
NAC 640.400 in his or her the renewal application 

  



3.       NAC 640.550  4. Not diagnose, prescribe for, and treat or advise a 
patient on any problem outside related to licensee’s field of the practice of 
physical therapy. 

Change to 

4. Not diagnose (physical therapist only), prescribe for (physical 
therapist only), and treat or advise a patient on any problem 
outside related to the  licensee’s field scope of the practice of physical 
therapy. 

  

4.       NAC 640.590  4  d. Instruct physical therapist assistants and technicians 
regarding: i. The specific program of treatment intervention of a patient; ii. 
Any precaution to be taken to protect a patient; iii. Any special problems of a 
patient; iv. Any procedure which should not be administered to a patient; v. 
Any other information required to treat a patient; e. Not delegate, other than 
to another physical therapist, the planning of an initial program of treatment 
intervention and any subsequent planning of a program of treatment 
intervention based on the results of tests and evaluations on a patient. 
Suggestion: Remove “technician” from this section, as physical therapy 
technicians should not allowed to administer any skilled intervention 
treatment per 640.595.6.c. 
 
Change to: 
                                  4  d. Instruct physical therapist assistants and 
technicians regarding: i. The specific program of treatment intervention of a 
patient; ii. Any precaution to be taken to protect a patient; iii. Any special 
problems of a patient; iv. Any procedure which should not be administered to 
a patient; v. Any other information required to treat a patient; e. vi.  Not 
delegate, other than to another physical therapist, the planning of an initial 
program of treatment intervention and any subsequent planning of a program 
of treatment intervention based on the results of tests and evaluations on a 
patient. 
  
  
5.       NAC 640.590  5. For each patient on each date of service, a physical 
therapist shall provide all of the treatment intervention that requires the 
education, skills, and knowledge of a physical therapist and shall determine 
the use of physical therapist assistants or physical therapy technicians to 
ensure that the delivery of care that is safe, effective, and efficient. 



Suggestion: To stay consistent with 640.595.6.c., remove physical therapy 
technicians, as they should not be providing treatment intervention or care. 
 
Change to: 
                                        5. For each patient on each date of service, a physical 
therapist shall provide all of the treatment intervention that requires the 
education, skills, and knowledge of a physical therapist and shall determine 
the use of physical therapist assistants or physical therapy technicians to 
ensure that the delivery of care that is safe, effective, and efficient. 
  
  
6.       NAC 640.595 1. Notwithstanding the definition provided in NRS 
640.0216, physical therapist technicians are also known as, but not limited to: 
technicians (techs), rehabilitation (rehab) aides, or rehabilitation technicians 
(rehab techs) 

5. The Board will consider any technician aide or person not 
licensed pursuant to NRS Chapter 640 who performs services related to 
physical therapy which have been directed by a physical therapist to be 
a physical therapist technician. All of these persons must be 
represented as a physical therapist technician 

6.b.iv. May assist the physical therapist or physical therapist 
assistant, under the immediate supervision of the physical therapist, in 
performing a specific therapy service; however, the technician can 
never provide any skilled intervention. 

6. c. A licensed physical therapist shall not authorize or permit a 
physical therapist technician to engage in any skilled intervention. 
Skilled intervention shall be defined as: i. Advise, teach or instruct 
patients concerning their condition or disability; ii. Carry out testing or 
evaluation procedures; iii. Make any notations in documents regarding 
patient care or clinical treatment with the exception of basic data 
recording in an exercise log or flow sheet; iv. An activity which requires 
licensure under this chapter; v. An activity which requires the exercise 
of the professional judgment of the physical therapist or physical 
therapist assistant; vi. The interpretation of referrals, screenings, 
assessments, evaluations, or reassessments; vii. The development or 
modification of therapeutic exercise programs, treatment plans, or 
discharge plans 



                                Comment: “Skilled intervention” is the same as “treatment”. All 
treatment application requires skill, training, AND licensure. If we say that 
some things do not, we are saying that they are unskilled tasks 
and therefore insurance companies will not reimburse for these 
activities, because it does not take skilled intervention. To 
preserve our value to insurance companies and the public, and 
assure the public of the safe application of all treatment 
interventions, we should ensure that both the public and 
insurance companies know every part of every treatment is 
skilled intervention and requires a licensed person to apply it. 
The language of this section 6c conflicts with 6 b iv, and at the very least, is confusing 
and may be misinterpreted by clinical facilities in order to use unlicensed labor to give 
care and to maximize profits. 
Changes needed: 

            5. The Board will consider any technician aide or person not 
licensed pursuant to NRS Chapter 640 who performs services related to 
physical therapy for the clinical facility which have been directed by a 
physical therapist to be a physical therapist technician. All of these 
persons must be represented as a physical therapist technician 

6.b.iv. May not assist the physical therapist or physical therapist 
assistant, under the immediate supervision of the physical therapist, in 
performing a specific any therapy service,; however, the technician can 
never provide any treatment, or skilled intervention. 

6. c. A licensed physical therapist shall not authorize or permit a 
physical therapist technician to engage in any skilled intervention. 
Skilled intervention shall be defined as: i. Advise, teach or instruct 
patients concerning their condition or disability; ii. Carry out testing or 
evaluation procedures; iii. Make any notations in documents regarding 
patient care or clinical treatment with the exception of basic data 
recording in an exercise log or flow sheet; iv. An activity which requires 
licensure under this chapter; v. An activity which requires the exercise 
of the professional judgment of the physical therapist or physical 
therapist assistant; vi. The interpretation of referrals, screenings, 
assessments, evaluations, or reassessments; vii. 
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From: Andrea Avruskin <aavruskin@pmi.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, November 17, 2022 3:16 PM 
To: April Ramirez <aramirez@govmail.state.nv.us> 
Subject: Suggestions for edits to NAC changes 

  

WARNING - This email originated from outside the State of Nevada. Exercise caution when 

opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Good afternoon, 

I read through the proposed NAC changes, and have some suggestions for revisions. 

Some suggestions are for grammar or DEI purposes. 
 

Others are to make wording more consistent and less confusing. 

I hope you will consider using some of these suggestions. 
 

Sincerely, 

Andrea Avruskin 

 

 
 

SUGGESTIONS FOR CORRECTIONS 

1.       NAC 640.008 Line 3-4  the direction or assistance provided to a student 
of physical therapy or physical therapy assistant program 

Change to 

the direction or assistance provided to a student of physical therapy or 
physical therapist assistant program 

  

2.       NAC 640.510 1. Each physical therapist or physical therapist assistant 
must certify completion of the required competence units specified in NAC 
640.400 in his or her renewal application 

Change to 

  
1.       Each physical therapist or physical therapist assistant must 
certify completion of the required competence units specified in 
NAC 640.400 in his or her the renewal application 

  



3.       NAC 640.550  4. Not diagnose, prescribe for, and treat or advise a 
patient on any problem outside related to licensee’s field of the practice of 
physical therapy. 

Change to 

4. Not diagnose (physical therapist only), prescribe for (physical 
therapist only), and treat or advise a patient on any problem 
outside related to the  licensee’s field scope of the practice of physical 
therapy. 

  

4.       NAC 640.590  4  d. Instruct physical therapist assistants and technicians 
regarding: i. The specific program of treatment intervention of a patient; ii. 
Any precaution to be taken to protect a patient; iii. Any special problems of a 
patient; iv. Any procedure which should not be administered to a patient; v. 
Any other information required to treat a patient; e. Not delegate, other than 
to another physical therapist, the planning of an initial program of treatment 
intervention and any subsequent planning of a program of treatment 
intervention based on the results of tests and evaluations on a patient. 
Suggestion: Remove “technician” from this section, as physical therapy 
technicians should not allowed to administer any skilled intervention 

treatment per 640.595.6.c. 

 

Change to: 
                                  4  d. Instruct physical therapist assistants and 
technicians regarding: i. The specific program of treatment intervention of a 
patient; ii. Any precaution to be taken to protect a patient; iii. Any special 
problems of a patient; iv. Any procedure which should not be administered to 
a patient; v. Any other information required to treat a patient; e. vi.  Not 
delegate, other than to another physical therapist, the planning of an initial 
program of treatment intervention and any subsequent planning of a program 
of treatment intervention based on the results of tests and evaluations on a 
patient. 
  
  
5.       NAC 640.590  5. For each patient on each date of service, a physical 
therapist shall provide all of the treatment intervention that requires the 
education, skills, and knowledge of a physical therapist and shall determine 
the use of physical therapist assistants or physical therapy technicians to 
ensure that the delivery of care that is safe, effective, and efficient. 



Suggestion: To stay consistent with 640.595.6.c., remove physical therapy 
technicians, as they should not be providing treatment intervention or care. 
 

Change to: 
                                        5. For each patient on each date of service, a physical 
therapist shall provide all of the treatment intervention that requires the 
education, skills, and knowledge of a physical therapist and shall determine 
the use of physical therapist assistants or physical therapy technicians to 
ensure that the delivery of care that is safe, effective, and efficient. 
  
  
6.       NAC 640.595 1. Notwithstanding the definition provided in NRS 
640.0216, physical therapist technicians are also known as, but not limited to: 
technicians (techs), rehabilitation (rehab) aides, or rehabilitation technicians 
(rehab techs) 

5. The Board will consider any technician aide or person not 
licensed pursuant to NRS Chapter 640 who performs services related to 
physical therapy which have been directed by a physical therapist to be 
a physical therapist technician. All of these persons must be 
represented as a physical therapist technician 

6.b.iv. May assist the physical therapist or physical therapist 
assistant, under the immediate supervision of the physical therapist, in 
performing a specific therapy service; however, the technician can 
never provide any skilled intervention. 

6. c. A licensed physical therapist shall not authorize or permit a 
physical therapist technician to engage in any skilled intervention. 
Skilled intervention shall be defined as: i. Advise, teach or instruct 
patients concerning their condition or disability; ii. Carry out testing or 
evaluation procedures; iii. Make any notations in documents regarding 
patient care or clinical treatment with the exception of basic data 
recording in an exercise log or flow sheet; iv. An activity which requires 
licensure under this chapter; v. An activity which requires the exercise 
of the professional judgment of the physical therapist or physical 
therapist assistant; vi. The interpretation of referrals, screenings, 
assessments, evaluations, or reassessments; vii. The development or 
modification of therapeutic exercise programs, treatment plans, or 
discharge plans 



                                Comment: “Skilled intervention” is the same as “treatment”. All 

treatment application requires skill, training, AND licensure. If we say that 
some things do not, we are saying that they are unskilled tasks 
and therefore insurance companies will not reimburse for these 
activities, because it does not take skilled intervention. To 
preserve our value to insurance companies and the public, and 
assure the public of the safe application of all treatment 
interventions, we should ensure that both the public and 
insurance companies know every part of every treatment is 
skilled intervention and requires a licensed person to apply it. 

The language of this section 6c conflicts with 6 b iv, and at the very least, is confusing 
and may be misinterpreted by clinical facilities in order to use unlicensed labor to give 
care and to maximize profits. 
Changes needed: 

            5. The Board will consider any technician aide or person not 
licensed pursuant to NRS Chapter 640 who performs services related to 
physical therapy for the clinical facility which have been directed by a 
physical therapist to be a physical therapist technician. All of these 
persons must be represented as a physical therapist technician 

6.b.iv. May not assist the physical therapist or physical therapist 
assistant, under the immediate supervision of the physical therapist, in 
performing a specific any therapy service,; however, the technician can 
never provide any treatment, or skilled intervention. 

6. c. A licensed physical therapist shall not authorize or permit a 
physical therapist technician to engage in any skilled intervention. 
Skilled intervention shall be defined as: i. Advise, teach or instruct 
patients concerning their condition or disability; ii. Carry out testing or 
evaluation procedures; iii. Make any notations in documents regarding 
patient care or clinical treatment with the exception of basic data 
recording in an exercise log or flow sheet; iv. An activity which requires 
licensure under this chapter; v. An activity which requires the exercise 
of the professional judgment of the physical therapist or physical 
therapist assistant; vi. The interpretation of referrals, screenings, 
assessments, evaluations, or reassessments; vii. 
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