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Brief description of action:

Due to the COVID 19 Pandemic, Nevada experienced an extreme health care shortage, especially in the field of nursing.
This nursing shortage has created [imited staffing availability within our community home healthcare agencies that would
otherwise provide daily routine nursing care for enteral (tube) feedings and medication administration for individuals
supported by Developmental Services Community Services. Without these nursing supports, those individuals who have
been dependent upon this fong-term service fo remain in their homes in our community are at risk for long term
institutional placement, which will negatively impact their quality of life, increasing risk for isolation, infection and long-
term complications associated with institutional care. Our community skilled nursing facilities also are experiencing
nurse staffing shortages, which impacts the availability of institutional level of care for all persons with long term needs.

1. The purpose of the change is to authorize a member of the direct support staff of a provider of supported living
arrangement services to perform specific skilled care services for a person with an intellectual or developmental disability
who live in our community.

2. These health support services may include medication administration, and other skilled services for individuals who are
medically stable.

3. The benefits will be to enhance the individual’s quality of life while supporting their health care needs in a community
sefting.
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NAC 435.675 Administration of medication. (NRS 435.333)

1. A member of the direct support staff of a provider of supported living
arrangement services may administer medication to persons receiving supported living
arrangement services if the member has successfully completed a program concerning
the administration of medication which is approved by the Division.

2. A person who is receiving supported living arrangement services may have his
or her medication administered by:
(a) A provider of health care; or

(b) A member of the direct support staff of a provider of supported living
arrangement services who has successfully completed a program concerning the
administration of medication which is approved by the Division if:

(1) The member of the direct support staff administers the medication according
to the instructions of a provider of health care;

(2) The person, or his or her parent or guardian, as applicable, provides written
authorization to receive medication from a member of the direct support staff of the
provider of supported living arrangement services in accordance with NRS
453.375 and 454.213; and

(3) The person submits to a physical examination by his or her provider of health
care on an annual basis and the provider of health care determines that the person is
medically cleared to receive medication from the member of the direct support staff.

3. A member of the direct support staff of a provider of supported living
arrangement services who has successfully completed a program concerning the
administration of medication which is approved by the Division:

(a) May administer medication pursuant to this section;
(b) Must refer a person who is receiving supported living arrangement services to a
provider of health care if:

(1) The medical condition of the person changes or the person develops a new
or additional medical condition;

(2) The medication prescribed by the person authorized to prescribe medication
does not accomplish the objectives of the medication, as identified by the person
authorized to prescribe medication, after the medication has been administered
according to the prescription;

(3) Any emergency situation develops; or

(4) The provider of health care of the person instructs the member of the direct
support staff to refer the person to the provider of health care;

(¢) Shall not administer:

(1) Any medication to a person who has been admitted to a medical facility;

(2) Any medication which requires dose titration or an assessment of the needs
of the person who is receiving supported living arrangement services concerning the
medication;




(3) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (d), any medication required to
be administered by injection;
(4) Any extended release medication which must be crushed, cut or otherwise

(d) May administer auto-injectable epinephrine for acute or emergent anaphylactic
response if prescribed by a person authorized to prescribe medication and the member
of the direct support staff has documentation that he or she has been trained in the use
of auto-injectable epinephrine and monitoring persons who have received auto-
injectable epinephrine for side effects.

4. Asused in this section:

(a) “Direct support staff” means any member of the staff of a provider of supported
living arrangement services who works directly with a person with an intellectual
disability or a person with a developmental disability to provide supported living
arrangement services.

(b) “Person authorized to prescribe medication” means:

(1) A physician, dentist or podiatric physician who holds a license to practice his
or her profession in this State;

(2) A hospital, pharmacy or other institution licensed, registered or otherwise
permitted to distribute, dispense, conduct research with respect to or administer drugs
in the course of professional practice or research in this State;

(3) An advanced practice registered nurse who has been authorized to prescribe
controlled substances, poisons, dangerous drugs and devices;

(4) A physician assistant who:

(I) Holds a license issued by the Board of Medical Examiners; and

(II) Is authorized by the Board of Medical Examiners to possess, administer,
prescribe or dispense controlled substances, poisons, dangerous drugs or devices under
the supervision of a physician as required by chapter 630 of NRS;

(5) A physician assistant who:

(I) Holds a license issued by the State Board of Osteopathic Medicine; and

(IT) Is authorized by the State Board of Osteopathic Medicine to possess,
administer, prescribe or dispense controlled substances, poisons, dangerous drugs or
devices under the supervision of an osteopathic physician as required by chapter 633 of
NRS; or

(6) An optometrist who is certified by the Nevada State Board of Optometry to
prescribe and administer therapeutic pharmaceutical agents pursuant to NRS 636.288,
when the optometrist prescribes or administers therapeutic pharmaceutical agents
within the scope of his or her certification.

(c) “Provider of health care” means:
(1) A physician licensed pursuant to chapter 630, 630A or 633 of NRS;




(2) A dentist licensed pursuant to chapter 631 of NRS;

(3) A registered nurse licensed pursuant to chapter 632 of NRS;

(4) An advanced practice registered nurse certified pursuant to chapter 632 of
NRS; or

(5) A physician assistant licensed pursuant to chapter 630 or 633 of NRS.

[Men. Hygiene & Men. Retardation Div., Residences § 37, eff. 2-5-82] — (NAC A

by Div. of Men. Health & Dev. Services by R071-06, 11-13-2006; A by Aging &
Disability Services Div. by R144-16, 5-16-2018)

NAC 435.XXX Provision of Skilled Care Services

1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 4, a provider of health care may
authorize a member of the direct support staff of a provider of supported living
arrangement services to perform specific skilled care services for a person with an
intellectual or developmental disability without obtaining any professional license
required for a provider of health care or his or her assistant to perform the services
if:

(a) The skilled care services to be performed are services that a person without
an intellectual or developmental disability usually and customarily would personally
perform without the assistance of a provider of health care.

(b) The provider of health care determines that the member of the direct
support staff of a provider of supported living arrangement services has the
knowledge, skill, and ability to perform the services competently.

(c) The provider of health care determines that the procedures involved in
providing the services are simple and the performance of such procedures by a
member of the direct support staff of a provider of supported living arrangement
services does not pose a increased risk to the person with an intellectual or
developmental disability.

(d) The provider of health care determines that the condition of the person with
an intellectual or developmental disability is stable and predictable; and

(e) A member of the direct support staff of a provider of supported living
arrangement services agrees with the provider of health care to refer the person
with an intellectual or developmental disability to the provider of health care if:

(1) The condition of the person with an intellectual or developmental
disability changes or a new medical condition develops.

(2) The progress or condition of the person with an intellectual or
developmental disability after the provision of the service is different than expected.

(3) An emergency develops; or

(4) Any other situation described by the provider of health care develops.

2. A provider of health care that authorizes a member of the direct support
staff of a provider of supported living arrangement services to perform certain



services shall note in the medical records of the person with an intellectual or
developmental disability who receives such services:

(a) The specific services that the provider of health care has authorized the
member of the direct support staff of a provider of supported living arrangement
services to perform; and

(b) That the requirements of this section have been satisfied.

3. After a provider of health care has authorized A member of the direct
support staff of a provider of supported living arrangement services to perform
specific services for a person with an intellectual or developmental disability, no
Surther authorization or supervision by the provider of health care is required for
the continued provision of those services.

4. A member of the direct support staff of a provider of supported living
arrangement services shall not:

(a) Perform services pursuant to this section for a person with an intellectual or
developmental disability who resides in a medical facility.

(b) Perform any specific skilled care services for a person with an intellectual
or developmental disability which is not specifically authorized by a provider of
health care pursuant to subsection 1.

5. As used in this section:

(a) “Direct support staff” means any member of the staff of a provider of
supported living arrangement services who works directly with a person with an
intellectual disability or a person with a developmental disability to provide supported
living arrangement services.

(b) “Provider of health care” means:

(1) A physician licensed pursuant to chapter 630, 630A or 633 of NRS;

(2) An advanced practice registered nurse certified pursuant to chapter 632 of
NRS; or

(3) A physician assistant licensed pursuant to chapter 630 or 633 of NRS.






