
   
  
  S.B. 126 

 - *SB126* 
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____________ 
 

Referred to Committee on Natural Resources 
 

SUMMARY—Requires local governments to allow the reuse of 
graywater in single-family residences. (BDR 48-394) 

 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No. 
 Effect on the State: Yes. 
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EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to water resources; requiring local governments to 

allow the reuse of graywater in single-family residences; 
requiring suppliers of water and public utilities which 
furnish water to include an increase in the reuse of 
graywater as a part of their plans of water conservation; 
authorizing suppliers of water and public utilities to 
provide incentives for the installation and use of systems 
for the reuse of graywater; requiring the State 
Environmental Commission to adopt regulations 
concerning the reuse of graywater; and providing other 
matters properly relating thereto. 

 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Existing law requires suppliers of water and public utilities that furnish water to 1 
adopt plans of water conservation. (NRS 540.131, 704.662) Sections 8 and 13 of 2 
this bill require those suppliers of water and public utilities to include an increase in 3 
the reuse of graywater as a part of their plans of water conservation. Sections 9 and 4 
14 of this bill authorize suppliers of water and public utilities to provide incentives 5 
for the installation and use of systems for the reuse of graywater. Section 11 of this 6 
bill requires the State Environmental Commission to adopt regulations establishing 7 
standards for systems for the reuse of graywater and regulating the reuse of 8 
graywater. Section 7 of this bill provides that local governments cannot prohibit the 9 
reuse of graywater in single-family residences if the use is consistent with those 10 
regulations. 11 
 
 
 



 
 – 2 – 
 

 - *SB126* 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  Chapter 540 of NRS is hereby amended by adding 1 
thereto the provisions set forth as sections 2 to 5, inclusive, of this 2 
act. 3 
 Sec. 2.  As used in NRS 540.121 to 540.151, inclusive, and 4 
sections 2 to 5, inclusive, of this act, unless the context otherwise 5 
requires, the words and terms defined in NRS 540.121 and 6 
sections 3, 4 and 5 of this act have the meanings ascribed to them 7 
in those sections. 8 
 Sec. 3.  “Graywater” means wastewater that: 9 
 1.  Is collected separately from sewage; 10 
 2.  Originates from a clothes washer or a bathroom tub, 11 
shower or sink; and 12 
 3.  Does not contain industrial chemicals, hazardous wastes or 13 
wastewater from toilets, kitchen sinks or dishwashers. 14 
 Sec. 4.  “Single-family residence” means a parcel or other 15 
unit of real property or unit of personal property which is intended 16 
or designed to be occupied by one family with facilities for living, 17 
sleeping, cooking and eating. 18 
 Sec. 5.  “System for the reuse of graywater” means a 19 
plumbing system for a single-family residence that collects 20 
graywater. 21 
 Sec. 6.  NRS 540.121 is hereby amended to read as follows: 22 
 540.121  [As used in NRS 540.121 to 540.151, inclusive, 23 
“supplier] “Supplier of water” includes, but is not limited to: 24 
 1.  Any county, city, town, local improvement district, general 25 
improvement district and water conservancy district; 26 
 2.  Any water district, water system, water project or water 27 
planning and advisory board created by a special act of the 28 
Legislature; and 29 
 3.  Any other public or private entity, 30 
� that supplies water for municipal, industrial or domestic 31 
purposes. The term does not include a public utility required to 32 
adopt a plan of water conservation pursuant to NRS 704.662. 33 
 Sec. 7.  NRS 540.131 is hereby amended to read as follows: 34 
 540.131  1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 5, 35 
each supplier of water which supplies water for municipal, industrial 36 
or domestic purposes shall, on or before July 1, 1992, adopt a plan 37 
of water conservation based on the climate and the living conditions 38 
of its service area in accordance with the provisions of NRS 540.141 39 
[,] and shall update the plan pursuant to paragraph (c) of subsection 40 
4. The provisions of the plan must apply only to the supplier’s 41 
property and its customers. The supplier of water shall submit the 42 
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plan to the Section for review by the Section pursuant to  1 
subsection 3. 2 
 2.  As part of the procedure of adopting a plan, the supplier of 3 
water shall provide an opportunity for any interested person, 4 
including, but not limited to, any private or public entity that 5 
supplies water for municipal, industrial or domestic purposes, to 6 
submit written views and recommendations on the plan. 7 
 3.  The plan must be reviewed by the Section within 30 days 8 
after its submission and approved for compliance with this section 9 
and NRS 540.141 before it is adopted by the supplier of water. 10 
 4.  The plan: 11 
 (a) Must be available for inspection by members of the public 12 
during office hours at the offices of the supplier of water . [;] 13 
 (b) May be revised from time to time to reflect the changing 14 
needs and conditions of the service area. Each such revision must be 15 
made available for inspection by members of the public . [; and] 16 
 (c) Must be updated every 5 years and comply with the 17 
requirements of this section and NRS 540.141. 18 
 5.  Suppliers of water: 19 
 (a) Who are required to adopt a plan of water conservation 20 
pursuant to this section; and 21 
 (b) Whose service areas are located in a common geographical 22 
area, 23 
� may adopt joint plans of water conservation based on the climate 24 
and living conditions of that common geographical area. Such a  25 
plan must comply with the requirements of this section and  26 
NRS 540.141. 27 
 6.  The board of county commissioners of a county, the 28 
governing body of a city and the town board or board of county 29 
commissioners having jurisdiction of the affairs of a town shall: 30 
 (a) Adopt any ordinances necessary to carry out a plan of 31 
conservation adopted pursuant to this section which applies to 32 
property within its jurisdiction; 33 
 (b) Establish a schedule of fines for the violation of any 34 
ordinances adopted pursuant to this subsection; and 35 
 (c) Hire such employees as it deems necessary to enforce the 36 
provisions of any ordinances it adopts pursuant to this subsection. 37 
 7.  A board of county commissioners of a county, the 38 
governing body of a city or the town board or board of county 39 
commissioners having jurisdiction of the affairs of a town shall 40 
not prohibit the reuse of graywater in a single-family residence if 41 
the reuse is consistent with regulations adopted by the State 42 
Environmental Commission pursuant to NRS 445A.425. 43 
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 Sec. 8.  NRS 540.141 is hereby amended to read as follows: 1 
 540.141  1.  A plan or joint plan of water conservation 2 
submitted to the Section for review must include , but is not limited 3 
to, provisions relating to: 4 
 (a) Methods of public education to: 5 
  (1) Increase public awareness of the limited supply of water 6 
in this State and the need to conserve water. 7 
  (2) Encourage reduction in the size of lawns and encourage 8 
the use of plants that are adapted to arid and semiarid climates. 9 
 (b) Specific conservation measures required to meet the needs of 10 
the service area, including, but not limited to, any conservation 11 
measures required by law. 12 
 (c) The management of water to: 13 
  (1) Identify and reduce leakage in water supplies, 14 
inaccuracies in water meters and high pressure in water supplies; 15 
[and] 16 
  (2) Where applicable, increase the reuse of effluent [.] ; and 17 
  (3) Increase the reuse of graywater. 18 
 (d) A contingency plan for drought conditions that ensures a 19 
supply of potable water. 20 
 (e) A schedule for carrying out the plan or joint plan. 21 
 (f) Measures to evaluate the effectiveness of the plan or joint 22 
plan. 23 
 (g) For each conservation measure specified in the plan or joint 24 
plan, an estimate of the amount of water that will be conserved each 25 
year as a result of the adoption of the plan or joint plan, stated in 26 
terms of gallons of water per person per day. 27 
 2.  A plan or joint plan submitted for review must be 28 
accompanied by an analysis of: 29 
 (a) The feasibility of charging variable rates for the use of water 30 
to encourage the conservation of water. 31 
 (b) How the rates that are proposed to be charged for the use of 32 
water in the plan or joint plan will maximize water conservation, 33 
including, without limitation, an estimate of the manner in which the 34 
rates will affect consumption of water. 35 
 3.  The Section shall review any plan or joint plan submitted to 36 
it within 30 days after its submission and approve the plan if it is 37 
based on the climate and living conditions of the service area and 38 
complies with the requirements of this section. 39 
 4.  The Chief may exempt wholesale water purveyors from the 40 
provisions of this section which do not reasonably apply to 41 
wholesale supply. 42 
 5.  To the extent practicable, the State Engineer shall provide on 43 
his Internet website a link to the plans and joint plans that are 44 
submitted for review. In carrying out the provisions of this 45 
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subsection, the State Engineer is not responsible for ensuring, and is 1 
not liable for failing to ensure, that the plans and joint plans which 2 
are provided on his Internet website are accurate and current. 3 
 Sec. 9.  NRS 540.151 is hereby amended to read as follows: 4 
 540.151  1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection [5,] 6, 5 
each supplier of water which supplies water for municipal, industrial 6 
or domestic purposes shall adopt a plan to provide incentives: 7 
 (a) To encourage water conservation in its service area; 8 
 (b) To retrofit existing structures with plumbing fixtures 9 
designed to conserve the use of water; and 10 
 (c) For the installation of landscaping that uses a minimal 11 
amount of water. 12 
� The supplier of water may request assistance from the Section to 13 
develop its plan. 14 
 2.  The supplier of water may include in the plan incentives 15 
for the installation and use of systems for the reuse of graywater. 16 
 3.  As part of the procedure of adopting a plan, the supplier of 17 
water shall provide an opportunity for any interested person to 18 
submit written views and recommendations on the plan. 19 
 [3.] 4.  The supplier of water shall file a copy of the plan with 20 
the Section for informational purposes. 21 
 [4.] 5.  The plan: 22 
 (a) Must be available for inspection by members of the public 23 
during office hours at the offices of the supplier of water; and 24 
 (b) May be revised from time to time to reflect the changing 25 
needs and conditions of the service area. Each such revision must be 26 
made available for inspection by members of the public. 27 
 [5.] 6.  Suppliers of water: 28 
 (a) Who are required to adopt a plan for incentives pursuant to 29 
this section; and 30 
 (b) Whose service areas are located in a common geographical 31 
area, 32 
� may adopt joint plans. 33 
 Sec. 10.  NRS 445A.395 is hereby amended to read as follows: 34 
 445A.395  “Point source” means any discernible, confined and 35 
discrete conveyance, including , but not limited to , any pipe, ditch, 36 
channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, rolling 37 
stock, concentrated animal feeding operation, or vessel or other 38 
floating craft, from which pollutants are or may be discharged. The 39 
term does not include return flows from irrigated agriculture [.] or 40 
discharge from a system for the reuse of graywater. As used in this 41 
section, “system for the reuse of graywater” has the meaning 42 
ascribed to it in section 5 of this act. 43 



 
 – 6 – 
 

 - *SB126* 

 Sec. 11.  NRS 445A.425 is hereby amended to read as follows: 1 
 445A.425  1.  Except as specifically provided in NRS 2 
445A.625 to 445A.645, inclusive, the Commission shall: 3 
 (a) Adopt regulations carrying out the provisions of NRS 4 
445A.300 to 445A.730, inclusive, including , without limitation, 5 
standards of water quality and amounts of waste which may be 6 
discharged into the waters of the State. 7 
 (b) Adopt regulations providing for the certification of 8 
laboratories that perform analyses for the purposes of NRS 9 
445A.300 to 445A.730, inclusive, to detect the presence of 10 
hazardous waste or a regulated substance in soil or water. 11 
 (c) Adopt regulations controlling the injection of fluids through 12 
a well to prohibit those injections into underground water [,] if [it] 13 
the well supplies or may reasonably be expected to supply any 14 
public water system, as defined in NRS 445A.840, which may result 15 
in that system’s noncompliance with any regulation regarding 16 
primary drinking water or may otherwise have an adverse effect on 17 
human health. 18 
 (d) Adopt regulations concerning the reuse of graywater in a 19 
single-family residence, including, without limitation: 20 
  (1) Standards and requirements for systems for the reuse of 21 
graywater; 22 
  (2) Authorized and prohibited uses of graywater; and 23 
  (3) Limitations on the amount of graywater that may be 24 
used for the purposes authorized pursuant to subparagraph (2). 25 
� The regulations must not require that a person obtain a permit 26 
to install or use a system for the reuse of graywater. 27 
 (e) Advise, consult and cooperate with other agencies of the 28 
State, the Federal Government, other states, interstate agencies and 29 
other persons in furthering the provisions of NRS 445A.300 to 30 
445A.730, inclusive. 31 
 [(e)] (f) Determine and prescribe the qualifications and duties of 32 
the supervisors and technicians responsible for the operation and 33 
maintenance of plants for sewage treatment. 34 
 2.  The Commission may by regulation require that supervisors 35 
and technicians responsible for the operation and maintenance of 36 
plants for sewage treatment be certified by the Department. The 37 
regulations may include a schedule of fees to pay the costs of 38 
certification. The provisions of this subsection apply only to a 39 
package plant for sewage treatment whose capacity is more than 40 
5,000 gallons per day and to any other plant whose capacity is more 41 
than 10,000 gallons per day. 42 
 3.  In adopting regulations, standards of water quality and 43 
effluent limitations pursuant to NRS 445A.300 to 445A.730, 44 
inclusive, the Commission shall recognize the historical irrigation 45 
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practices in the respective river basins of this State, the economy 1 
thereof and their effects. 2 
 4.  The Commission may hold hearings, issue notices of 3 
hearings, issue subpoenas requiring the attendance of witnesses and 4 
the production of evidence, administer oaths and take testimony as it 5 
considers necessary to carry out the provisions of this section and 6 
for the purpose of reviewing standards of water quality. 7 
 5.  As used in this section [, “plant] : 8 
 (a) “Graywater” has the meaning ascribed to it in section 3 of 9 
this act. 10 
 (b) “Plant for sewage treatment” means any facility for the 11 
treatment, purification or disposal of sewage. 12 
 (c) “Single-family residence” has the meaning ascribed to it in 13 
section 4 of this act. 14 
 (d) “System for the reuse of graywater” has the meaning 15 
ascribed to it in section 5 of this act. 16 
 Sec. 12.  Chapter 704 of NRS is hereby amended by adding 17 
thereto a new section to read as follows: 18 
 As used in NRS 704.660 to 704.668, unless the context 19 
otherwise requires, “graywater” has the meaning ascribed to it in 20 
section 3 of this act. 21 
 Sec. 13.  NRS 704.6622 is hereby amended to read as follows: 22 
 704.6622  1.  A plan of water conservation submitted to the 23 
Commission for approval must include , but is not limited to, 24 
provisions relating to: 25 
 (a) Methods of public education to: 26 
  (1) Increase public awareness of the limited supply of water 27 
in this State and the need to conserve water. 28 
  (2) Encourage reduction in the size of lawns and encourage 29 
the use of plants that are adapted to arid and semiarid climates. 30 
 (b) Specific conservation measures required to meet the needs of 31 
the service area, including, but not limited to, any conservation 32 
measures required by law. 33 
 (c) The management of water to: 34 
  (1) Identify and reduce leakage in water supplies, 35 
inaccuracies in water meters and high pressure in water supplies; 36 
[and] 37 
  (2) Increase the reuse of effluent [.] ; and 38 
  (3) Increase the reuse of graywater. 39 
 (d) A contingency plan for drought conditions that ensures a 40 
supply of potable water. 41 
 (e) A schedule for carrying out the plan. 42 
 (f) Measures to evaluate the effectiveness of the plan. 43 
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 2.  A plan submitted for approval must be accompanied by an 1 
analysis of the feasibility of charging variable rates for the use of 2 
water to encourage the conservation of water. 3 
 3.  The Commission shall review any plan submitted to it and 4 
approve the plan if it is based on the climate and living conditions of 5 
the service area and complies with the requirements of this section. 6 
 Sec. 14.  NRS 704.6624 is hereby amended to read as follows: 7 
 704.6624  1.  Each public utility which furnishes, for 8 
compensation, any water for municipal, industrial or domestic 9 
purposes shall adopt a plan to provide incentives: 10 
 (a) To encourage water conservation in its service area; 11 
 (b) To retrofit existing structures with plumbing fixtures 12 
designed to conserve the use of water; and 13 
 (c) For the installation of landscaping that uses a minimal 14 
amount of water. 15 
 2.  The public utility may include in the plan incentives for the 16 
installation and use of systems for the reuse of graywater. 17 
 3.  As part of the procedure of adopting a plan, the public utility 18 
shall provide an opportunity for any interested person to submit 19 
written views and recommendations on the plan. 20 
 [3.] 4.  The plan: 21 
 (a) Must be available for inspection by members of the public 22 
during office hours at the office of the public utility; and 23 
 (b) May be revised from time to time to reflect the changing 24 
needs and conditions of the service area. Each such revision must be 25 
filed with the Commission and made available for inspection by 26 
members of the public within 30 days after its adoption. 27 
 [4.] 5.  The Commission shall review the plan for compliance 28 
with this section within 30 days after its submission. The plan must 29 
be approved by the Commission before it is put into effect. 30 
 Sec. 15.  This act becomes effective upon passage and approval 31 
for the purpose of adopting regulations and on July 1, 2009, for all 32 
other purposes. 33 
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