
   
  
  S.B. 339 

 - *SB339* 

 
SENATE BILL NO. 339–SENATORS BREEDEN AND WIENER 

 
MARCH 21, 2011 
____________ 

 
Referred to Committee on Health and Human Services 

 
SUMMARY—Establishes provisions relating to the safety of 

patients in certain medical facilities. (BDR 40-662) 
 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No. 
 Effect on the State: Yes. 

 
~ 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to public health; requiring medical facilities to 

provide to patients and to post certain information relating 
to facility-acquired infections; revising requirements for 
patient safety plans adopted by medical facilities; 
requiring medical facilities to designate an infection 
control officer; and providing other matters properly 
relating thereto. 

 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Section 2 of this bill requires each medical facility to provide to its patients 1 
certain information relating to facility-acquired infections and to post in public 2 
areas of the facility information on reporting facility-acquired infections. 3 
 Section 3 of this bill requires medical facilities to designate an infection control 4 
officer to carry out certain duties relating to the prevention and control of 5 
infections. 6 
 Existing law requires each medical facility to prepare a patient safety plan and 7 
to submit a copy of the plan to the Health Division of the Department of Health and 8 
Human Services on or before March 1 of each year. (NRS 439.843, 439.865) 9 
Section 6 of this bill requires the patient safety plan which is prepared by each 10 
medical facility to be revised annually and to include a program for the prevention 11 
and control of infections. Section 5 of this bill requires the Department to post each 12 
patient safety plan on an Internet website maintained by the Department. 13 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  Chapter 439 of NRS is hereby amended by adding 1 
thereto the provisions set forth as sections 2 and 3 of this act. 2 
 Sec. 2.  1.  A medical facility shall: 3 
 (a) Provide to each patient of the medical facility, upon 4 
admission of the patient, the information relating to facility-5 
acquired infections required by subsection 2; and 6 
 (b) Post in publicly accessible areas of the medical facility 7 
information on reporting facility-acquired infections, including, 8 
without limitation, the contact information for making reports to 9 
the Health Division. 10 
 2.  The information provided to each patient pursuant to 11 
subsection 1 must include, without limitation: 12 
 (a) The measures used by the medical facility for preventing 13 
infections, including facility-acquired infections; 14 
 (b) Information on determining whether a patient had an 15 
infection upon admission to the medical facility, risk factors for 16 
acquiring infections and determining whether an infection has 17 
been acquired; 18 
 (c) Information on preventing facility-acquired infections; 19 
 (d) Information concerning the responsibility of the medical 20 
facility to inform a patient that he or she has an infection and 21 
whether the infection was acquired at the medical facility; 22 
 (e) Instructions for reporting facility-acquired infections, 23 
including, without limitation, the contact information for making 24 
reports to the Health Division; and 25 
 (f) Any other information that the medical facility deems 26 
necessary. 27 
 Sec. 3.  1.  A medical facility shall designate an officer or 28 
employee of the facility to serve as the infection control officer of 29 
the medical facility. 30 
 2.  The person who is designated as the infection control 31 
officer of a medical facility: 32 
 (a) Shall serve on the patient safety committee. 33 
 (b) Must be certified as an infection preventionist by the 34 
Certification Board of Infection Control and Epidemiology, Inc., 35 
or a successor organization. 36 
 (c) Shall monitor the occurrences of infections at the medical 37 
facility to determine the number and severity of infections. 38 
 (d) Shall report to the patient safety committee concerning the 39 
number and severity of infections at the medical facility. 40 



 
 – 3 – 
 

 - *SB339* 

 (e) Shall take such action as he or she determines is necessary 1 
to prevent and control infections alleged to have occurred at the 2 
medical facility. 3 
 (f) Shall carry out the provisions of the infection control 4 
program adopted pursuant to NRS 439.865 and ensure 5 
compliance with the program. 6 
 3.  If a medical facility has: 7 
 (a) One hundred or more beds, the person who is designated as 8 
the infection control officer of the medical facility shall devote the 9 
equivalent of full-time employment to his or her duties as the 10 
infection control officer. Such a facility shall designate at least 11 
one full-time employee who is certified as an infection 12 
preventionist by the Certification Board of Infection Control and 13 
Epidemiology, Inc., or a successor organization, for each 100 14 
additional beds to assist the infection control officer in carrying 15 
out the duties prescribed pursuant to this section. 16 
 (b) Less than 100 beds, the person who is designated as the 17 
infection control officer of the medical facility shall devote not less 18 
than the equivalent of half-time employment to his or her duties as 19 
the infection control officer. A person who is designated as the 20 
infection control officer of a medical facility with less than 100 21 
beds may be designated as the patient safety officer of the medical 22 
facility pursuant to NRS 439.870. 23 
 Sec. 4.  NRS 439.800 is hereby amended to read as follows: 24 
 439.800  As used in NRS 439.800 to 439.890, inclusive, and 25 
sections 2 and 3 of this act, unless the context otherwise requires, 26 
the words and terms defined in NRS 439.802 to 439.830, inclusive, 27 
have the meanings ascribed to them in those sections. 28 
 Sec. 5.  NRS 439.843 is hereby amended to read as follows: 29 
 439.843  1.  On or before March 1 of each year, each medical 30 
facility shall provide to the Health Division, in the form prescribed 31 
by the State Board of Health, a summary of the reports submitted by 32 
the medical facility pursuant to NRS 439.835 during the 33 
immediately preceding calendar year. The summary must include, 34 
without limitation: 35 
 (a) The total number and types of sentinel events reported by the 36 
medical facility, if any; 37 
 (b) A copy of the most current patient safety plan established 38 
pursuant to NRS 439.865; 39 
 (c) A summary of the membership and activities of the patient 40 
safety committee established pursuant to NRS 439.875; and 41 
 (d) Any other information required by the State Board of Health 42 
concerning the reports submitted by the medical facility pursuant to 43 
NRS 439.835. 44 
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 2.  On or before June 1 of each year, the Health Division shall 1 
submit to the State Board of Health an annual summary of the 2 
reports and information received by the Health Division pursuant to 3 
this section. The annual summary must include, without limitation, a 4 
compilation of the information submitted pursuant to subsection 1 5 
and any other pertinent information deemed necessary by the State 6 
Board of Health concerning the reports submitted by the medical 7 
facility pursuant to NRS 439.835. The Health Division shall 8 
maintain the confidentiality of the reports submitted pursuant to 9 
NRS 439.835 and any other information requested by the State 10 
Board of Health concerning those reports when preparing the annual 11 
summary pursuant to this section. 12 
 3.  The Department shall post on the Internet website 13 
maintained pursuant to NRS 439A.270 or any other website 14 
maintained by the Department a copy of the most current patient 15 
safety plan submitted by each medical facility pursuant to 16 
subsection 1. 17 
 Sec. 6.  NRS 439.865 is hereby amended to read as follows: 18 
 439.865  1.  Each medical facility that is located within this 19 
state shall develop, in consultation with the providers of health care 20 
who provide treatment to patients at the medical facility, an internal 21 
patient safety plan to improve the health and safety of patients who 22 
are treated at that medical facility. The patient safety plan must 23 
include an infection control program to prevent and control 24 
infections within the medical facility. 25 
 2.  A medical facility shall submit its patient safety plan to the 26 
governing board of the medical facility for approval in accordance 27 
with the requirements of this section. 28 
 3.  After a medical facility’s patient safety plan is approved, the 29 
medical facility shall notify all providers of health care who provide 30 
treatment to patients at the medical facility of the existence of the 31 
plan and of the requirements of the plan. A medical facility shall 32 
require compliance with its patient safety plan.  33 
 4.  The patient safety plan must be reviewed and updated 34 
annually in accordance with the requirements for approval set 35 
forth in this section. 36 
 Sec. 7.  NRS 439.875 is hereby amended to read as follows: 37 
 439.875  1.  A medical facility shall establish a patient safety 38 
committee. 39 
 2.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3: 40 
 (a) A patient safety committee established pursuant to 41 
subsection 1 must be composed of: 42 
  (1) The infection control officer of the medical facility. 43 
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  (2) The patient safety officer of the medical facility [.] , if he 1 
or she is not designated as the infection control officer of the 2 
medical facility. 3 
  [(2)] (3) At least three providers of health care who treat 4 
patients at the medical facility, including, without limitation, at least 5 
one member of the medical, nursing and pharmaceutical staff of the 6 
medical facility. 7 
  [(3)] (4) One member of the executive or governing body of 8 
the medical facility. 9 
 (b) A patient safety committee shall meet at least once each 10 
month. 11 
 3.  The Administrator shall adopt regulations prescribing the 12 
composition and frequency of meetings of patient safety committees 13 
at medical facilities having fewer than 25 employees and 14 
contractors. 15 
 4.  A patient safety committee shall: 16 
 (a) Receive reports from the patient safety officer pursuant to 17 
NRS 439.870. 18 
 (b) Evaluate actions of the patient safety officer in connection 19 
with all reports of sentinel events alleged to have occurred at the 20 
medical facility. 21 
 (c) Review and evaluate the quality of measures carried out by 22 
the medical facility to improve the safety of patients who receive 23 
treatment at the medical facility. 24 
 (d) Review and evaluate the quality of measures carried out by 25 
the medical facility to prevent and control infections at the medical 26 
facility. 27 
 (e) Make recommendations to the executive or governing body 28 
of the medical facility to reduce the number and severity of sentinel 29 
events and infections that occur at the medical facility. 30 
 [(e)] (f) At least once each calendar quarter, report to the 31 
executive or governing body of the medical facility regarding: 32 
  (1) The number of sentinel events that occurred at the 33 
medical facility during the preceding calendar quarter; [and] 34 
  (2) The number and severity of infections that occurred at 35 
the medical facility during the preceding calendar quarter; and 36 
  (3) Any recommendations to reduce the number and severity 37 
of sentinel events and infections that occur at the medical facility. 38 
 5.  The proceedings and records of a patient safety committee 39 
are subject to the same privilege and protection from discovery as 40 
the proceedings and records described in NRS 49.265. 41 

 
H



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


