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Referred to Committee on Judiciary 
 
SUMMARY—Revises provisions relating to parental rights. 

(BDR 11-398) 
 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No. 
 Effect on the State: No. 

 
~ 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to parental rights; revising provisions governing 

the jurisdiction of the district courts in proceedings 
relating to parental rights; requiring the agency which 
provides child welfare services or the probation officer to 
file a petition for the termination of parental rights in a 
county where the acts complained of occurred; and 
providing other matters properly relating thereto. 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Existing law provides for the termination and restoration of parental rights in 1 
certain circumstances. (NRS 128.010-128.190) Under existing law, the district 2 
courts have jurisdiction in all cases and proceedings for the termination and 3 
restoration of parental rights. (NRS 128.020) Section 1 of this bill removes 4 
language extending that jurisdiction to any child who should be declared free from 5 
the custody and control of either or both of his or her parents. 6 
 Existing law authorizes the agency which provides child welfare services, the 7 
probation officer, the mother of an unborn child or any other person to file a 8 
petition for the termination of parental rights. (NRS 128.040) Existing law 9 
authorizes the petitioner to file the petition at the election of the petitioner in the 10 
county in which: (1) the child is found; (2) the child resides; or (3) the acts 11 
complained of occurred. (NRS 128.030) Section 2 of this bill instead requires, 12 
rather than authorizes, a petitioner to file a petition for the termination of parental 13 
rights in the county in that manner if the petitioner is not an agency which provides 14 
child welfare services or a probation officer if the petition is filed by the agency 15 
which provides child welfare services or the probation officer. Section 2 requires 16 
the petition to be filed in the county where the acts complained of occurred. 17 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  NRS 128.020 is hereby amended to read as follows: 1 
 128.020  Except if the child involved is subject to the 2 
jurisdiction of an Indian tribe pursuant to the Indian Child Welfare 3 
Act, the district courts have jurisdiction in all cases and proceedings 4 
under this chapter. [The jurisdiction of the district courts extends to 5 
any child who should be declared free from the custody and control 6 
of either or both of his or her parents.] 7 
 Sec. 2.  NRS 128.030 is hereby amended to read as follows: 8 
 128.030  [A]  9 
 1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, a petition 10 
alleging that there is or resides within the county a child who should 11 
be declared free from the custody and control of his or her parent or 12 
parents [may] must be filed at the election of the petitioner in: 13 
 [1.] (a) The county in which the child is found; 14 
 [2.] (b) The county in which the acts complained of occurred; or 15 
 [3.] (c) The county in which the child resides. 16 
 2.  If the petitioner is the agency which provides child welfare 17 
services or the probation officer, the petition must be filed in the 18 
county in which the acts complained of occurred. 19 
 Sec. 3.  This act becomes effective on July 1, 2017. 20 
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