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____________ 

 
Referred to Committee on Health and Human Services 

 
SUMMARY—Revises provisions concerning the placement of a 

child into protective custody. (BDR 38-469) 
 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: May have Fiscal Impact. 
 Effect on the State: Yes. 

 
~ 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to the protection of children; requiring a court to 

determine at a hearing on protective custody whether 
there is a plan to address the safety of a child in his or her 
home that satisfies certain requirements; and providing 
other matters properly relating thereto. 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Existing law provides for a child to be removed from his or her home and 1 
placed into protective custody in certain circumstances. (NRS 432B.390) After a 2 
child is placed in protective custody, the child and the parent or other person 3 
responsible for the child’s welfare must be given a hearing to determine whether 4 
the child should remain in protective custody. (NRS 432B.470) At the hearing, the 5 
court is required to determine whether there is reasonable cause to believe that it 6 
would be: (1) contrary to the welfare of the child for the child to reside at his or her 7 
home; or (2) in the best interests of the child to place the child outside of his or her 8 
home. (NRS 432B.480) This bill further requires the court to determine whether it 9 
is possible to implement a sufficient, feasible and sustainable plan to address the 10 
safety of the child in his or her home. 11 
 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  NRS 432B.480 is hereby amended to read as 1 
follows: 2 
 432B.480  1.  At each hearing conducted pursuant to  3 
NRS 432B.470: 4 
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 (a) At the commencement of the hearing, the court shall advise 1 
the parties of their right to be represented by an attorney and of their 2 
right to present evidence. 3 
 (b) The court shall determine whether there is reasonable cause 4 
to believe that it would be: 5 
  (1) Contrary to the welfare of the child for the child to reside 6 
at his or her home; or 7 
  (2) In the best interests of the child to place the child outside 8 
of his or her home. 9 

 In making its determinations, the court shall determine whether 10 
an in-home safety plan that is sufficient, feasible and sustainable 11 
can be implemented to protect the child from danger. The court 12 
shall prepare an explicit statement of the facts upon which each of 13 
its determinations is based. If the court makes an affirmative finding 14 
regarding either subparagraph (1) or (2), the court shall issue an 15 
order keeping the child in protective custody pending a disposition 16 
by the court. 17 
 (c) The court shall determine whether the child has been placed 18 
in a home or facility that complies with the requirements of NRS 19 
432B.3905. If the placement does not comply with the requirements 20 
of NRS 432B.3905, the court shall establish a plan with the agency 21 
which provides child welfare services for the prompt transfer of the 22 
child into a home or facility that complies with the requirements of 23 
NRS 432B.3905. 24 
 2.  If the court issues an order keeping the child in protective 25 
custody pending a disposition by the court and it is in the best 26 
interests of the child, the court may: 27 
 (a) Place the child in the temporary custody of a grandparent, 28 
great-grandparent or other person related within the fifth degree of 29 
consanguinity to the child who the court finds has established a 30 
meaningful relationship with the child, with or without supervision 31 
upon such conditions as the court prescribes, regardless of whether 32 
the relative resides within this State; or 33 
 (b) Grant the grandparent, great-grandparent or other person 34 
related within the fifth degree of consanguinity to the child a 35 
reasonable right to visit the child while the child is in protective 36 
custody. 37 
 3.  If the court finds that the best interests of the child do not 38 
require that the child remain in protective custody, the court shall 39 
order the immediate release of the child. 40 
 4.  If a child is placed with any person who resides outside this 41 
State, the placement must be in accordance with NRS 127.330. 42 
 5.  As used in this section, “in-home safety plan” means a 43 
plan to address the safety of the child in his or her home to 44 
manage any threats of danger to the child, the vulnerability of the 45 
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child to those threats and the capacity of the person who is 1 
responsible for the child’s welfare to protect the child from those 2 
threats. 3 
 Sec. 2.  This act becomes effective on July 1, 2017. 4 
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