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SUMMARY—Revises provisions relating to the solicitation or 

acceptance of gifts by the Attorney General. 
(BDR 23-377) 

 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No. 
 Effect on the State: Yes. 

 
~ 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to the Office of the Attorney General; revising 

provisions relating to the solicitation or acceptance of 
gifts by the Attorney General; and providing other matters 
properly relating thereto. 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 The Nevada Ethics in Government Law sets forth standards for the conduct of 1 
public officers and employees, which standards are interpreted and enforced by the 2 
Commission on Ethics. (Chapter 281A of NRS) In particular, the Nevada Ethics in 3 
Government Law prohibits a public officer, including the Attorney General, from 4 
seeking or accepting a gift which would tend improperly to influence a reasonable 5 
person in the public officer’s position to depart from the faithful and impartial 6 
discharge of the public officer’s public duties. (NRS 281A.400) The term “gift” is 7 
not defined for the purposes of that prohibition. In addition to that prohibition, this 8 
bill prohibits the Attorney General from soliciting or accepting money, services or 9 
anything of value unless consideration of equal or greater value is received. 10 
However, this bill excludes from the prohibition political contributions, loans, 11 
certain ceremonial gifts, payments associated with certain meetings, events or trips 12 
and items received from persons related to or dependent on the Attorney General. 13 
Because this new prohibition is part of the Nevada Ethics in Government Law, it 14 
will be enforced by the Commission on Ethics. 15 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  Chapter 281A of NRS is hereby amended by 1 
adding thereto a new section to read as follows: 2 
 1.  The Attorney General shall not solicit or accept any gift. 3 
 2.  As used in this section: 4 
 (a) “Anything of value,” with respect to an educational or 5 
informational meeting, event or trip, includes, without limitation, 6 
any actual expenses for food, beverages, registration fees, travel or 7 
lodging provided or given to or paid for the benefit of the Attorney 8 
General or reimbursement for any such actual expenses paid by 9 
the Attorney General, if the expenses are incurred on a day during 10 
which the Attorney General undertakes or attends an educational 11 
or informational meeting, event or trip or during which the 12 
Attorney General travels to or from an educational or 13 
informational meeting, event or trip. 14 
 (b) “Educational or informational meeting, event or trip”:  15 
  (1) Means any meeting, event or trip undertaken or 16 
attended by the Attorney General if, in connection with the 17 
meeting, event or trip: 18 
   (I) The Attorney General receives anything of value 19 
from an interested person to undertake or attend the meeting, 20 
event or trip; and 21 
   (II) The Attorney General provides or receives any 22 
education or information on matters relating to the prosecutorial, 23 
administrative or political action of the Attorney General. 24 
  (2) Includes, without limitation, any reception, gathering, 25 
conference, convention, discussion, forum, roundtable, seminar, 26 
symposium, speaking engagement or other similar meeting, event 27 
or trip with an educational or informational component. 28 
  (3) Does not include a meeting, event or trip undertaken or 29 
attended by the Attorney General for personal reasons or for 30 
reasons relating to any professional or occupational license held 31 
by the Attorney General, unless the Attorney General participates 32 
as one of the primary speakers, instructors or presenters at the 33 
meeting, event or trip. 34 
 (c) “Gift” means any payment, conveyance, transfer, 35 
distribution, deposit, advance, loan, forbearance, subscription, 36 
pledge or rendering of money, services or anything else of value, 37 
unless consideration of equal or greater value is received. The 38 
term does not include: 39 
  (1) Any political contribution of money or services related 40 
to a political campaign. 41 
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  (2) Any commercially reasonable loan made in the ordinary 1 
course of business. 2 
  (3) Anything of value provided for an educational or 3 
informational meeting, event or trip. 4 
  (4) Any ceremonial gift received for a birthday, wedding, 5 
anniversary, holiday or other ceremonial occasion from a donor 6 
who is not an interested person. 7 
  (5) Anything of value received from a person who is: 8 
   (I) Related to the Attorney General, or to the spouse or 9 
domestic partner of the Attorney General, by blood, adoption, 10 
marriage or domestic partnership within the third degree of 11 
consanguinity or affinity; or 12 
   (II) A member of the Attorney General’s household. 13 
 (d) “Interested person” means a person who has a substantial 14 
interest in the prosecutorial, administrative or political action of 15 
the Attorney General. The term includes, without limitation, a 16 
group of interested persons acting in concert, regardless of 17 
whether formally organized. 18 
 (e) “Member of the Attorney General’s household” means: 19 
  (1) The spouse or domestic partner of the Attorney 20 
General; 21 
  (2) A person who is related to the Attorney General, or to 22 
the spouse or domestic partner of the Attorney General, by blood, 23 
adoption, marriage or domestic partnership within the third 24 
degree of consanguinity or affinity and who lives in the same 25 
home or dwelling as the Attorney General; or 26 
  (3) A person, regardless of whether a relative of the 27 
Attorney General or the spouse or domestic partner of the 28 
Attorney General, who: 29 
   (I) Lives in the same home or dwelling as the Attorney 30 
General and who is dependent on and receiving substantial 31 
support from the Attorney General; 32 
   (II) Does not live in the same home or dwelling as the 33 
Attorney General but who is dependent on and receiving 34 
substantial support from the Attorney General; or 35 
   (III) Lived in the same home or dwelling as the Attorney 36 
General for 6 months or more during the year immediately 37 
preceding the date of any provision or transfer of anything of 38 
value to the Attorney General and who was dependent on and 39 
receiving substantial support from the Attorney General during 40 
that period. 41 
 Sec. 2.  NRS 281A.400 is hereby amended to read as follows: 42 
 281A.400  A code of ethical standards is hereby established to 43 
govern the conduct of public officers and employees: 44 
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 1.  [A] In addition to the provisions of section 1 of this act, a 1 
public officer or employee shall not seek or accept any gift, service, 2 
favor, employment, engagement, emolument or economic 3 
opportunity which would tend improperly to influence a reasonable 4 
person in the public officer’s or employee’s position to depart from 5 
the faithful and impartial discharge of the public officer’s or 6 
employee’s public duties. 7 
 2.  A public officer or employee shall not use the public 8 
officer’s or employee’s position in government to secure or grant 9 
unwarranted privileges, preferences, exemptions or advantages for 10 
the public officer or employee, any business entity in which the 11 
public officer or employee has a significant pecuniary interest, or 12 
any person to whom the public officer or employee has a 13 
commitment in a private capacity to the interests of that person. As 14 
used in this subsection, “unwarranted” means without justification 15 
or adequate reason. 16 
 3.  A public officer or employee shall not participate as an agent 17 
of government in the negotiation or execution of a contract between 18 
the government and any business entity in which the public officer 19 
or employee has a significant pecuniary interest. 20 
 4.  A public officer or employee shall not accept any salary, 21 
retainer, augmentation, expense allowance or other compensation 22 
from any private source for the performance of the public officer’s 23 
or employee’s duties as a public officer or employee. 24 
 5.  If a public officer or employee acquires, through the public 25 
officer’s or employee’s public duties or relationships, any 26 
information which by law or practice is not at the time available to 27 
people generally, the public officer or employee shall not use the 28 
information to further a significant pecuniary interest of the public 29 
officer or employee or any other person or business entity. 30 
 6.  A public officer or employee shall not suppress any 31 
governmental report or other official document because it might 32 
tend to affect unfavorably a significant pecuniary interest of the 33 
public officer or employee. 34 
 7.  Except for State Legislators who are subject to the 35 
restrictions set forth in subsection 8, a public officer or employee 36 
shall not use governmental time, property, equipment or other 37 
facility to benefit a significant personal or pecuniary interest of the 38 
public officer or employee. This subsection does not prohibit: 39 
 (a) A limited use of governmental property, equipment or other 40 
facility for personal purposes if: 41 
  (1) The public officer or employee who is responsible for 42 
and has authority to authorize the use of such property, equipment 43 
or other facility has established a policy allowing the use or the use 44 
is necessary as a result of emergency circumstances; 45 
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  (2) The use does not interfere with the performance of the 1 
public officer’s or employee’s public duties; 2 
  (3) The cost or value related to the use is nominal; and 3 
  (4) The use does not create the appearance of impropriety; 4 
 (b) The use of mailing lists, computer data or other information 5 
lawfully obtained from a governmental agency which is available to 6 
members of the general public for nongovernmental purposes; or 7 
 (c) The use of telephones or other means of communication if 8 
there is not a special charge for that use. 9 

 If a governmental agency incurs a cost as a result of a use that is 10 
authorized pursuant to this subsection or would ordinarily charge a 11 
member of the general public for the use, the public officer or 12 
employee shall promptly reimburse the cost or pay the charge to the 13 
governmental agency. 14 
 8.  A State Legislator shall not: 15 
 (a) Use governmental time, property, equipment or other facility 16 
for a nongovernmental purpose or for the private benefit of the State 17 
Legislator or any other person. This paragraph does not prohibit: 18 
  (1) A limited use of state property and resources for personal 19 
purposes if: 20 
   (I) The use does not interfere with the performance of the 21 
State Legislator’s public duties; 22 
   (II) The cost or value related to the use is nominal; and 23 
   (III) The use does not create the appearance of 24 
impropriety; 25 
  (2) The use of mailing lists, computer data or other 26 
information lawfully obtained from a governmental agency which is 27 
available to members of the general public for nongovernmental 28 
purposes; or 29 
  (3) The use of telephones or other means of communication 30 
if there is not a special charge for that use. 31 
 (b) Require or authorize a legislative employee, while on duty, 32 
to perform personal services or assist in a private activity, except: 33 
  (1) In unusual and infrequent situations where the 34 
employee’s service is reasonably necessary to permit the State 35 
Legislator or legislative employee to perform that person’s official 36 
duties; or 37 
  (2) Where such service has otherwise been established as 38 
legislative policy. 39 
 9.  A public officer or employee shall not attempt to benefit a 40 
significant personal or pecuniary interest of the public officer or 41 
employee through the influence of a subordinate. 42 
 10.  A public officer or employee shall not seek other 43 
employment or contracts through the use of the public officer’s or 44 
employee’s official position. 45 
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 Sec. 3.  This act becomes effective upon passage and approval. 1 
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