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The Senate Committee on Natural Resources was called to order by 
Chair Yvanna D. Cancela at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 27, 2017, in 
Room 2144 of the Legislative Building, Carson City, Nevada. The meeting was 
videoconferenced to Room 4412E of the Grant Sawyer State Office Building, 
555 East Washington Avenue, Las Vegas, Nevada. Exhibit A is the Agenda. 
Exhibit B is the Attendance Roster. All exhibits are available and on file in the 
Research Library of the Legislative Council Bureau. 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Senator Yvanna D. Cancela, Chair 
Senator Mark A. Manendo, Vice Chair 
Senator Julia Ratti 
Senator James A. Settelmeyer 
Senator Pete Goicoechea 
 
GUEST LEGISLATORS PRESENT: 
 
Assemblyman Steve Yeager, Assembly District No. 9 
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Alysa Keller, Policy Analyst 
Erin Roohan, Counsel 
Gayle Farley, Committee Secretary 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
 
Jim R. Barbee, Director, State Department of Agriculture 
Kyle J. Davis, Nevada Conservation League 
Lauren Brooks, YMCA 
Eric M. Johnson, Administrator, Division of State Parks, State Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources 
 
CHAIR CANCELA: 
We will start the hearing with Assembly Bill (A.B.) 33. 
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ASSEMBLY BILL 33 (1st Reprint): Abolishes certain boards, commissions and 

councils relating to agricultural products. (BDR 40-312) 
 
JIM R. BARBEE (Director, State Department of Agriculture): 
I am here to represent Governor Sandoval’s Office with regard to A.B. 33. I will 
go through the bill by sections. 
 
Sections 1 through 4 of the bill have been deleted. Sections 5 through 7 is 
clean up language relative to the State Public Health Laboratory as part of the 
State Dairy Commission. This gives flexibility to the State Public Health 
Laboratory regarding the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act, who recently 
awarded us a grant through the Food and Drug Administration. Sections 7 
through 13 and section 15 eliminate the Garlic and Onion Growers’ 
Advisory Board. The boards that we are addressing today have only met a few 
times in past years. They have been notified and are in support of the bill. This 
does not eliminate any regulatory capacity by the producers of garlic and 
onions. The Nevada Department of Agriculture (NDA) would come to them 
directly for their recommendations instead of them having to go through an 
advisory board first. This streamlines the process. 
 
Sections 16 through 31 eliminate the State Dairy Commission. In 2013, 
S.B. No. 469 of the 77th Session transferred the Commission from the 
Department of Business and Industry to NDA. The Commission maintained its 
regulatory authority and the board, which consists of three members, would 
meet quarterly. The average length of their meetings was 15 to 20 minutes. 
They have not had any regulatory change. However, they are completely 
reimbursed for their meetings which are a cost to the dairy industry. All 
processes and fiscal operations for the Commission are currently administered 
through the NDA. This bill would transfer the regulatory authority of the 
Commission to the NDA, therefore eliminating that body. 
 
Section 14 and sections 32 through 38 accomplish the same thing for the 
Alfalfa Seed Advisory Board. Their Board has met more often; however, they 
are only an advisory board with no regulatory authority. The alfalfa industry can 
bring their recommendations directly to the NDA without going through another 
entity, which again streamlines the process. The Alfalfa Seed Advisory Board 
has no opposition to this. 
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Sections 39 through 42 are housekeeping as they relate to the changes listed 
above. Section 44 is the repeal section and lists the Advisory Council for 
Organic Agricultural Products, which was known as Nevada Revised Statutes 
(NRS) 587.820. The NDA has been performing organic certifications through 
Nevada’s Organic Certification Program (NOCP) since the program was created 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. However, we could not compete with 
the private entities that were doing the same thing. They could do this much 
cheaper and due to budget constraints, we eliminated the program. Since we 
eliminated NOCP, there was no longer a need for the Advisory Council for 
Organic Agricultural Products. When we terminated NOCP there were nine 
companies certifying organics in the State, so this has no impact to organic 
producers. 
 
Assembly Bill 33 is targeted toward greater efficiency, reducing costs and 
eliminating things that are unnecessary. All of the authorities would continue, 
other than the State Dairy Commission which would go to the Director of NDA. 
 
CHAIR CANCELA: 
Are any of these boards regulatory boards? Do they have an income? 
 
MR. BARBEE: 
The State Dairy Commission is the only regulatory board and eliminating this 
Commission was deemed a savings. They were paid per diem for travel to meet 
in multiple areas of the State. In addition to the travel expense, the meetings 
were a cost to the NDA. 
 

SENATOR SETTELMEYER MOVED TO DO PASS A.B. 33. 
 
SENATOR MANENDO SECONDED THE MOTION. 
 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
* * * * * 

 
CHAIR CANCELA: 
We will open the hearing on A.B. 385. 
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ASSEMBLY BILL 385 (1st Reprint): Provides for the issuance of free annual 

permits to fifth graders to enter state parks and recreational areas. 
(BDR 35-656) 

 
ASSEMBLYMAN STEVE YEAGER (Assembly District No. 9): 
Assembly Bill 385 involves kids and parks. The purpose of this bill is to 
introduce our young people, family members or friends who may be in the 
vehicle with them a free pass to the natural beauty of our 26 State parks. The 
idea is to help young people become familiar with our parks and that may lead 
to lifelong visits to the parks. We also want to get the kids outside and active. 
This has become a problem with Americans in general; we are not active 
enough. The impetus for this program is a federal program called Every Kid 
in a Park (EKIP). That program allows children in the fourth grade a free pass to 
visit national parks. To utilize EKIP, students apply for a pass online, print it and 
take it to the park. More information on the federal program is on their Website, 
which is <http://everykidinapark.gov>. My desire is to establish a similar 
program in our State. It would allow the students who have enjoyed the 
privilege in fourth grade to roll right into fifth grade and be able to visit our 
State parks for free. 
 
The bill has been written in a way that gives our State Parks Administrator, 
Eric Johnson, the flexibility to administer this program. We have been in 
discussions about how to distribute the passes and how to make the program 
recognized by the public. I would like to assign this task to the State Parks 
Division. We had a discussion about working with the school districts to 
distribute the passes to the students. The federal program, EKIP, has been 
underutilized because the students have to take the initiative. To expect 
students to go online, print something out and take it to the park is more work 
than we want them to do. Mrs. KellyLynn Charles, a fifth grade teacher at 
Lummis Elementary School in Clark County had her students look at this bill. 
They thought about this, and have submitted letters with their comments on the 
bill (Exhibit C). 
 
SENATOR RATTI: 
I had the pleasure of working for the Girl Scouts of the United States when the 
EKIP federal initiative was passed. The Girl Scouts were privileged to be invited 
to be one of the organizations to help kick off the campaign. Fifty Girl Scouts in 
the fourth grade were able to camp in tents on the White House Lawn, known 
as President’s Park. This type of program lends itself to a low-cost-advantage 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/79th2017/Bill/5422/Overview/
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/79th2017/Exhibits/Senate/NR/SNR949C.pdf


Senate Committee on Natural Resources 
April 27, 2017 
Page 5 
 
media opportunity. I could see Governor Sandoval and State legislators doing 
some fun things to help raise awareness about our great park system. I think we 
have some assets currently in place with TravelNevada and the work that we do 
with the park system. This would give them one more story to help promote our 
State parks. I think this is a fantastic idea. 
 
CHAIR CANCELA: 
I am excited about this measure. I did not know much about our State parks 
before having the honor of chairing this Committee. I have learned so much, and 
we have so many beautiful areas in our State. The more people that get out 
there the better. 
 
KYLE J. DAVIS (Nevada Conservation League): 
I am happy to be here today to support this bill. I measure the success of my 
years based on how many nights I have slept outdoors. I think this is a great 
way to get more kids interested in the outdoors, camping, visiting our 
State parks and seeing the beauty that Nevada has to offer. 
 
LAUREN BROOKS (YMCA): 
The YMCA encourages families to engage in healthy and educational activities 
and we support this bill. 
 
ERIC M. JOHNSON (Administrator, Division of State Parks, State Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources): 
The Division of State Parks is neutral on A.B. 385. I have provided my written 
testimony (Exhibit D). 
 
CHAIR CANCELA: 
Is there a way to connect the distribution of passes with the Nevada State 
Parks Passport Challenge? Has this been discussed? I think it would be very 
exciting to have a whole classroom competing to see who can go to the most 
State parks in a year. 
 
MR. JOHNSON: 
I have not had that conversation. I would be happy to get your ideas about this. 
 
SENATOR GOICOECHEA: 
How are you going to establish these regulations? How are you going to verify 
they are a fifth grader? I do not know that we would care. 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/79th2017/Exhibits/Senate/NR/SNR949D.pdf
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MR. JOHNSON: 
We did think about that. Our plan is to distribute the passes in the same format 
that we now use for our free passes. The passes are printed on cardstock and 
go to the school districts in the State, not to the individual schools. The school 
districts would distribute them to the fifth grade classes only. The colors of the 
permits would change every year. You are right with regard to someone that is 
not quite in the fifth grade or just past fifth grade. We are not going to care if 
they are close to that age. Most of the schools do not have school identification 
cards. It will be loosely enforced. 
 
ASSEMBLYMAN YEAGER: 
I am very excited about this program and thank you. 
 
CHAIR CANCELA: 
I have been told if you travel about six hours in Nevada, you can see many 
State parks. 
 

SENATOR SETTELMEYER MOVED TO DO PASS A.B. 385. 
 
SENATOR MANENDO SECONDED THE BILL. 
 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
* * * * * 

 
CHAIR CANCELA: 
We will open the hearing on A.B. 490. 
 
ASSEMBLY BILL 490: Revises provisions governing the expenditure of money 

from the Account for Maintenance of State Park Facilities and Grounds. 
(BDR 35-902) 

 
MR. JOHNSON: 
This is an Agency-requested bill and we are in support. I have submitted my 
written testimony (Exhibit E). 
 
SENATOR GOICOECHEA: 
Can you tell us how much is in the Account for Maintenance of State Park 
Facilities and Grounds? 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/79th2017/Bill/5766/Overview/
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MR. JOHNSON: 
Right now, there is approximately $120,000 that is expendable. By adding this 
to the $14.5 million from the sale of land to the Bureau of Land Management, 
the total comes to $14.62 million. 
 
SENATOR GOICOECHEA: 
At $2 million per biennium, we are looking at 15 years before this money is 
expended. 
 
MR. JOHNSON: 
I am very comfortable saying 15 years because we will be accruing interest. 
When this first began, we were collecting approximately $181,000 per year 
in interest. When it gets to $40,000 or $50,000, it is hard to leverage. 
 

SENATOR SETTELMEYER MOVED TO DO PASS A.B. 490. 
 
SENATOR RATTI SECONDED THE MOTION. 
 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
* * * * * 
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CHAIR CANCELA: 
There being no further discussion, we will adjourn at 1:58 p.m. 
 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 
 
 
 

  
Gayle Farley, 
Committee Secretary 

 
APPROVED BY: 
 
 
 
  
Senator Yvanna D. Cancela, Chair 
 
 
DATE:   
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 A 1  Agenda 
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A.B. 385 C 27 Mrs. KellyLynn Charles / 
Lummis Elementary School Letters of Support  

A.B. 385 D 1 

Eric Johnson, Division of 
State Parks / State 
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Written Testimony 

A.B. 490 E 2 

Eric M. Johnson, Division of 
State Parks / State 
Department of Conservation 
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