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Election betting – How does it work in the UK?

Retail Online Mobile
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It’s already happening in the US
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• The 2010 UK General Election was the country’s biggest ever political 
wagering event with an estimated £40 million ($67 million) bet industry 
wide

Most popular 2010 General Election bets

• Plus wagering on all 650 constituencies

• William Hill took more than £1 million ($1.7 million) worth of bets on the 
2012 US presidential election; it was estimated that £10 million ($17 
million) was bet industry wide. 

Election betting in the UK

General
Election 
Result

Most seats Most votes Who will be 
Prime 
Minister?

Will there be a 
hung 
Parliament?

How many 
seats will the 
Conservatives 
win?

How many 
seats will the 
Liberal
Democrats 
win?

Will the BNP 
win a seat?

General 
Election 
turnout 
percentage

Least seats in 
the General 
Election
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What to bet on? Example current betting markets

• Next Prime Minister

• 2016 London mayoral election

• Party to win the 2017 French 
presidential election

• Scottish Independence Referendum 

UK General Election Result Odds

No Overall Majority 6/5

Labour Majority 8/5

Conservative Majority 3/1

UKIP Majority 125/1

Liberal Democrat Majority 250/1

Most Seats at the next 

General Election

Odds

Labour 4/7

Conservative 5/4

UKIP 125/1

Liberal Democrat 150/1
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Other potential US betting markets

Will the Democrats maintain a 

majority of the Senate?

Yes -160

No +140

How many electoral votes will 

the winning candidate 

receive??

Over 300.5 -110

Under 300.5 -110

Will a candidate win the 

popular vote but not the 

electoral college? 

Yes 10/1

No 1/15

What percentage of the 

popular vote will the winning 

candidate receive?

Over 51% -110

Under 51% -110

Will Hillary Clinton win Ohio?

Yes -110

No -110

Will there be a tie in the 

electoral college?

Yes 25/1

No 1/30
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